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Writ in Imitation of 


| Dr. Browne's |. Relighs Medici: 


The Chriſtian Virtuoſo- 


N DISCOVERING _ 


|The Right Way to Heaven, 
e al-EX TRBAMS. 4 


ogether with | 
I. The * of a Moderate (or Right) Chri- 
ſtian, in all the Degrees of Perfection attainable | | 
a in a World. : | 
| pecimen of Holy Living and Dying; copied 
from the Lives of — Primitive CRC 8 
III. The Secret Diary, Seb ing how the Author | | 
intends to govern his Thoughts, Words and AQi--| | 
ons, for the remaining Part of his Life. | 
The whole being a Syſtem of Uncommon Iboug hes 
| i - 
\ 7 ( Speculative and Practical) extracted from the 
| Chriſtian n EXPERIENCES of Forty ears. [ 


on emden o the New Athenian Society. | 
The Third Edition. Wh 


—_ —— 
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: 
| Dedicated to the Learned Mr. Jo LOCK, Au- 3 
thor of the Eſſay upon Human U Underftanding. -| 4” 
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My we know what this New Doc whereof 1 | | 
ſpeakeſt, is? Acts g 19. | 


4 LONDON: 


| Printed for Fobn Marſbal at the Bible in Grace= 
— M DCC V. | 


25 od — 
| fy * 46 Ii * —_— „ — * 8 4 


. 
* 
*% 
* 
— * 
e 27 
on. ES” {at . 
y ** * : F ” * x 
* 5 1 
* 4 1 * » 
ary . as 
CIS PEE wy 4 * 
= EE a AY" 
4 Gy A W , bb. 
* = «4 ww 
ö #24 
„ . 30G 
„ $4 "Ft „ 
K ' 4 % 


k 


- 


= 'To the an 


A JOHN LOCK, 


Author of the ESS AY 
vpe H umane Due. Pending 
1 ö LE 


＋ Ambition to have your Worthy 8 
ſtanding in the Front of my Boot, was 10 


induce the World to he atleaſt Ci vil to it. 'T cond - 


indeed have Dedicated theſe; Sheets to ſome Men of 


4 High Title, but they make but ſmall Reckoning 


of ſuch Preſents as theſe; in regard they are often 


either above their Underſtanding, or diſagree; | 


ing from their Genius; but for my part, I prefer 
Piety before Birth, ad. Learning - befyre Lignity; 
and conſequently ah 


Sir, | "i 


q Tune New: 1 Society 0 of which 1. own | 


29 ſelf an unworthy Member) have ever had an 
Extraordinary V ulus for your Per ſon and Wir 


kings zand I bad ſooner paid my Reſpects tu your 


this Publick manner, had I thai ght any thing leg 
11 4 New e en "cond 7 ehe 15 


e ease 


rather to Addreſs this w 
P2actice of Piety AG: Lacks * to Lo, he 8 
lay 1 . ; 3 0 ; 


9 E 
W * 
1 
1 


1, 7 had "O'S 
7 * . 
- 
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The DE DIC AT ION. 


Great 4 Name as yours to be, preſixt to it, a Name 

that is equally Revver d and Lov d by all Pions and 
Learned Men. 

Sir, Great is the Contention about the Ri ght 
Way to — hut + * n 1 Religions Pro- 
feſs din this 4. our. Sp uides haue 
ficigutly dil d, that there +1 ne True 4 
„ 3 and that the ned, is it; and wat 

4 7 I have endnuou d in this Booł to drum Right 
-Chriſtianity into a narrow Room, as a vaſt World 


into a ſmall Map; to the end, that with a tele 


Travel much may be Diſcover d. 


I bope, Sir, twill no ways offend you (tho? you 
have been ſetled in theRight way toHeaven for 
60 Vears) that 4 Review of matters belong ing to 

ligion ſhou'd be thought necdful; for ſince the Scrip- 
Fw doth pare, us, that Hereſies muſt of ne- 
ceſſity A* and Falſe Teachers wor'd come to di. 
ſturb the Peace and Unity of the Church: r ir 
doubtleſs neceſſary to try which of all theſo Spirits 
et of God, and 2 is that Right Chrifanity 

ainiy in the Holy Scriptures. 

ö 2 — which important — the Reading of this 
Book, will ( by Gods Grace) Ae ver ſuch "jolt to 
diſcern Truth from Falſhood; #1duch Direttions 
zo find out the Strait Gate, which only leadeth 
to Eternal Life, as may y ſetif fie the moſt Scrupu- 
dos, eſpecially if they Read with that Impartial Eye, 
and Humility of Spirit, as they bught to do, who de- 
fire to ſee the Truth between all Extreams. 

Having therefore ( amongſt the Great Variety 


of Religions) diſcover d the Right Way to Hea- 
ven, Iſtou d be —_— to my ſelf in ſo Nice an 
Under- 


99 
{ 


\ 
WI —— 
U 


46 The D E DTC ATIO N. 
. Undertaking: if I did male choice of any other Pas 
tronage thun yours, whoſe Reſin d Conve um 
has rankt you in the Number of Primitive h, 
ſtians Others owe their Hondur to Great Title. 
. yon to Piety and Learning z their Conqueſt is 
; others only, yours of others aud ydur ſelf too I 
: a word. all the Addition that cam be made to your PIs 
: ous Character ys toritinuing to Live as you nom d t | 
: Dr. Burthog;: obſerving this, obtain#d your Patyes . 4 
/ nage to his Ingenious Eff yvpon Reaſon ©" But bs 
I can't merit your Favour as he did, ye: fromyony 
Condeſcending Goodneſs)” I raiſe to mi felf ds i 
Hope, that you will dart à Ray to Quicken md 
Cheriſh a Seatch after Right Chriſtianity ; t A 
m the more kncourag d to bop hit, as it oer it 
8 aery Eſſence oo ſelf, being: compos'd of your 
Heroick Vertues; vo 22 Soul is ſo Brim- full 
| of Knowlidpe und Piety, that le that C onder ſeth with | 
ö Nr. Lock, nerd not peruſethis' Book, for you two i 
| | 
| 


differ in nothing, ſave in the Lively” Grace which. 
albOriginals have above their Copies: Or Tos. 4 
Chriſtian Virtuoſo has miſtoob bis way (fo - 

| von are 4 prop Jude) look" into you And + 

| 7 forin him 3 — wheys 4 

perfections well to which I can never Pentium ñ 
Woschy . Sir, Iintend not by this Addreſi ms? 
y to ſatisfie an Old Formal Cuſtom of Dedica- 
tions, but tote you ani others, what Eſt cem ij haus 
for a Pious, Sober and Peaceable Genius, ſuch 
as you ſeem to be Inſpired with; eſpecially in yþ8 
Contentious Age, when Charity ſcems to be ſwallow'd 

* BD - upby bitter Zeal; and Right Chriſtianity p 

= artdfrivelgimts a bare FN ies thro theIdleneſ#, 

- * bs 3- " or 


| =_ 


The DEDIC ATION. 
ey Security, or Impertinence of its Profeſſors : I am 
mightily pleas d with that Impartial Cenſure, which 
« Reverend Biſhop of our Church hath. given upon 
bis Polemical Studies: I ſhall not be aſham'd, 


faith be, to ſay, that I am weary and toyled 


with rowing up and down in the Seas of Queſti- 
ons, which the Intereſts of Chriſtendom: have 
Commenced ; and in many Propoſitions (I am 
heartily perſwaded ) I am not certain that I am 
not Deceived, and find that Men are moſt 
confident of thoſe. Articles which they can fo 
little Prove, that they never made Queſtion of 
them, But I am moſt certain (continues this good 
Pralate) that by Living in the Religion and 
Fear.of God, in Obedience to the King, in the 
Charities and Duties of Communion with my 
Spiritual Guides, in quſtice and Love with all 
the World, in their ſeveral Proportions ; I 
ſhallnot fail of that End which is Perfective of 
Humane Nature, and which will never be ob- 
tain'd by Diſputing. — So that tis clear from Bi- 
ſhop Taylor's words, Matter of Difference in O- 
words appertaining to Piet y, are ſweeter than 

the Honey or the Honey-Comb : Sure I am, tbe 
time will come, when a Life well Liv'd, and Tranſ- 
alted in a quiet Purſuit of our Proper Duties, will 
be a\better Cordial than all the Wrangling Diſ- 
of either Churchmen or Diſſenters. Then 
were to be wiſh d, we had leſs contending in Mat- 


ters of Controverſie, which avail little to-Godlineſs, 
and more ſincere Practice of Chriſtian hi- 
+ ety; that we bad leſs Queſtioning in general, and = 
ft ; | in 


ion, is often but an abatement of Devotion; 


. 


The DEDICATION. 
in particular, leſs Curious Prying into Sacred 
Myſteries, and more Religious Preparation for 
Heaven; that there were more Moderation 
Proteſtants, that ( as my LordRuſlel expreſſes ﬆ) 
Diſſenters were leſs Scrupulous, and Church 

men leſs Severe: For we ma y conſider that after all 
the ſtir about Occaſional Conformity, Re-Ordi- 
nation, &'c. the Devotion of moſt is but SO, 80; 
for the Heaps of Volumes that treat upon this 
Subject, how do they all in a manner tens: 3 

matter of Contradifion ? _ 
But the aforeſaid Biſhop has ſet ur in The 
Right Way to Heaven, and what he obſerves con- 
: cerning Practical Vertue, and the Ill Succeſs of 
Diſputing, /how'd make us all frive for an Union 
in Religion, which King William (as a Common 

Father to all his People ) deſired ſo aal uy: 

*twas part of bis daily Prayer, 
(Lord Be ar Free Levi mai 
thyChurch, diſperſed over 
* the Face of the Earth, Re- mew rb ter in Pap 
* ſtore toit UNITY and Mal. 
Concord in the acknow- 
©ledgement of the Truth; and the Practice of 
8 * Righteouſneſs and Goodneſs: Remove O 
©it all Diviſions and Diſſentions, all Tyranny +. 
. and Uſurpation over the Minds and Conſcien= 
ces of Men: Lord, Pity the Diftractions, and = 
© Heal the Breaches of that part of thy Church 
*which thou haſt Planted in thele Kingdoms: 
© Take away thole miſtakes and mutual Exaſ 
*rations which cauſe ſo muchDiſtemper and 
© ſturbance and * to it Piety and 2 8 
A 
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The DEDICATION. 


*:PEACE and Oharity; Endue the Paſtors and 


bo s of it with the Spirit of True Re- 
s ligion and Goodneſs: Give them Wiſdom to 
AAliſcern the beſt and moſt proper means of 
Mcompoſing the Differences of this miſerably 


ZDivided Church; the Heart to Endeavour it, 
Land by thy Bleſſing upon their Endeavours,the 


. 


:*Happineſs to Effect it. 

tur Pray d King William (of Ever Glorious 
Bfemory ) for an Union in Religion amongſt bis 
Proteſtant Subjects: And ſeeing we bave lately ſeen 
Heads of Agreement Aſſented to by the United 
Miniſters (formerly call d Presbyterian and Con- 
wrezational ) why mipht not thoſe Heads be inlar g d 


0 2 Gomprehenſion, or 4à General Union a- 
| — wy R 


Dur Soveraign Lady (who is no ways bebind 
King William, for Compaſſion and Tenderneſs to 
K Subjecks ) does alſo deſire an Union in Re- 
— 9. ligion; for in ber Speech to the Parlia- 
Az, ment, She's pleas'd to ſay, I want words 
to expreſs to you, my Earneſt deſires of ſeeing 
* all my Subjects in Perfect Peace and UNIO 
| * among themſelves: I have nothing ſo muchat 
l as their 'Getieral Wellfare and Happi- 


Lag: Let me therefore deſire you all, that you 


Would chrefullyavoid any Heats or Diviſions, 
bac may difappoint me of that Satisfaction. and 
ye Encouragement to the Common Engmies 
< of our Churen and State. 
Ahl as at the opening of this Parliament Her 
- " Mhajeſty expreſt ber Earneſt Deſire of ſecing all Her 
24105 in PERFECT UNITY” aniong/t them- 
1 x ſelves , 


8 * IA N 


% 


hes 


0 „ ö 
| * 
* 
3 
. 


Deo do 


[Uves 75 at the Proto, 7 ump of it, She den 750 
the” faule EARNEST DESIRE. Adding t. 
common, to go down to their cer Cohn 
* tries, {ſo Diſpoled toModerition and Unit "mn 
+ asthecgthes alt thoſe who are joyned together ry 
ee fate Religion and latereſt. Fro " 
r Graciots Ohecn deres to ſtr all her Subjets 
in PEACE and UNION among themſelves ; 55 = 
believe the Mollerate Clergy pon d greatly Rejoyte 
to ſee all Her Majeſties Subjects United in oͤ,ç 
Church, for in a Letter, lately ſent by an Emĩ- 
nent Confofmiſt, to bis Kinſman, 4 Dilleatery 
are theſe words, FE for the Strangeneſs ah 
* charge me with, you wou'd be more Juſt, to 
- impure It to my ſeldom coming to London, = 
Land my ſhort ſtay there, then to any Diffe- 
* rence in our Opinions; for I think'A Man may, 
ſpend an hour or two with a Relation, wit 
"out any Diſputes upon Controverſial Subje Th, 
*and can Albre you, That the POWE 
Godlineſd. is that which I have a much; 1 
der Regard to, than the FORMS of it. ; 
But notwithſtanding this ſeeming” Cong 
utcnce of all Parties for an  Accomtmo's. 
dation in the Diſputable” Matter: ;telaing” to - 
Divine Worſhip, yet. I much. Oneſtion Wletber 3 
„ {|} UNION # Religion will cer be 14 N in, %. 
5 days; fort to be ure the Devil and the High F fer, * = g 
11 will. 40 all they can to oppoſe it : Home ber, | 
, undertalen in 500 Book, to reduce Ve points in Con- 
4 troveyſie to fo ſoft 4 Com aſs, t t T rant, : "Ty 
7 ee Men wil Ment rom em. 1 *. Tl 
1 5 the High Ad and the oy m_— 
2 „ en _ 


* 
of 


| * = 
8 The DEDICATION, 
Men, are Per ſons not ſo well under ſtoodas they ſhou'd, || , 
be, tes fit [ſhow d further explain what I mean by em. 
By Eph Flyers, I mean a ſort of Soarin 17 
lititi2gs, that Sin againſt all the Proſpects 
» Senſe and Reaſon; they are Ci edulous Bigots, 
that never. think; and tho” they pretend to 5 
Sons of the Church, they are in Reality, but half 
Papuſts and half Proteſtants. Their. Chari- 
_ Ty "te. Diſſenters Wwaxeth colder and colder, 
Ai kneir Zeal (tho Late A. la- mode) is a 
little too bot; for tis not. that Holy Fire, 
Which is kindled by a Coal from the Altar, 
put is that is Fatuus, or Mild Fite, which is 
5 5 a Meteor piec'd up of Malignant Vapours: 
Had they livd in the ume of the Ten Perſecu- 
1 tions, What clean work wou'd they have made 
With thoſe Nonconforming "Chriſtians? Our 
1 Gracious Queen deſu es perfect Peace and Uni- 
on amoggſt all her Proteſtant Subjects ; but 
theſe Fiery Mad- caps do now fling about their 
- Bombs and their Granadoes againſt the Phana- 
kicks, as if they were ſtorming a.Conventicle,eve- 
ry word is a Snap- Dragon» gr a Flaſh of Light-, 
ning, enough to ſinge all the Periwigs in the 
_ Congregation, — Strange | — That ſuch Fiery 
Men ſhould be for Paſſive Obedicnce ! But that's 
a.Vertue. which they only Preach to others, ne- 
ver Practice themſelves, — This I take to be the 
1 Tru: Character of the High Flyers. 
di tbe Moderate(or Right Chriſtian)is aan of 
ieee Principle ; for by Noderate $2.90 dent 
Mean. L.oke-warm Proteflors, but fuch as are 


£ W " 
* - 
„ — 


eee n 


EI. | . Z&loustoſerveGod, and (tho members af the 
| "A * YT; r * l by ” Church 
1 . * N by "I 6% 


a 
b. 


Temper'd Chi iſtians, think that which is not thei 
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The DEH 4 TION. 


Church of England, or any other Proteſtant 


Church) do cordially Embrace with the Ex- 
tended Arms of Good Will, whoever are'dig- 
nified with the Image of Piety, tho not di- 
ſtinguiſhed with their own Superſcription.—, , 
1:own theſe Moderate Men are branded with the 
Otlious Name of Trimmers; but ſecing Faith is 
above Reaſon, I wonder not to ſee even the Beſt 


own Religion, to be therefore Ridiculous. Home er 
the Variety which we behold in the Univerſe, is not 
its Deformity but its Beauty; as the Eye is more 
Raviſht with a Lands&ip, which invites it with the 
grateful Inter poſitions of Hills and Fulley Woods. 
and Ch unpion Grounds, than if it pere let out, to 
loſe it ſelf in the Uniformity of a waſte Hoiszons. 
or Empty Proſpet# ; ſo is the Truly Pious Souls. 
more ſurpriz'd with the Glory of the Chriſtian Res: - 
ligion, when Various Approben/tons agree in the. 
fame Subſtantial Holineſs, one Star differ ing 
trom another in Glory, yet all (bining with a 
Light borrow'd from the ache Fountain. and: 
therefore (as l ſaid hefore ) I can't think any Mo- 
derate Man will diſlike the Subject of this Book, c 
my deſipn is to put an end to needleſs Contro- 
verſies, and to perſwade us aſſ to an Union in 
Religion; but © alas, Sir, Me at come to that 
height of Madneſs, that if a Man will not be 
Drunk, or Swear, ſtreight he is a Diſſenter: 


X yon ask ſuch as theſe, Of what Relizion they ane 


hey will tell you they are Proteſtants of the 


— 
= 


with Toung Perkio, who is 2 Pabiſt?  Beeaule, -_ 
rA „ oo N * 


Church of Engl md. Ast em: H then NH, # 


—— 


, 1 * ad 


; The DE Bic anion. 
quo #hey,the Papiſts are bettet than the Prebys. fl -* fo 
terians. — Ack em hom ſo? Becanſe, ory they, | ſi 
the Presbyterians are worſe than the Papiſts; | 4 
Noy, ol ſenſeleſs; and unreaſonable; Bigots ara | w 
ſome Churchaien, that it is not enough for a 4404 | ſi 
* 

ai 

t 

| 

7 


22 
0 = . 
*® 
= 


derate Man to own Epiſcopacy, to hear Com- 
e conſtantly, to receive the Sacra- 
+ according o our Church, un leſs he will 


10 Bk doin ny thing as the High Flyers; 
is 4 Phanatick, an. Occaſional. Conformiſt, 
7 50 Hence ſuch à Buſtle, ſuch. ai Clutter, ſuab a 

Hur, hence ſo much canvaſſing at Elections, ſuch. 
70 Fl out St, George tor the Church, as. if all 


3 1 — FEY 23 
2 4 
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Ake, mea jog in danger. 1 have beard c 
# El of Parliament Men, a Clei- | « 
May of ſore * 25 ; ſher'd in a Company of 1 
77 Crying Out, No Popery, no Pregbytery;, | 
& he 61 wondred. what he meant, none | | 

= Ong towards Freshytery, being in any Nomi⸗ | 
1 = 2 under, any, Pretenſions to. the Election. 


= That therefore Men might. no longer be Abuſed witb 
wt « 75 Noiſes and mours; *twas. high. time 
4 - Chriſtian 88 $0.diſcoyer uo that 
S_  ' Kitt Chriſt lus, that deſerves our Vote and E 
EE _ © free! 7 wor 2 bade a True Churchman to be 


Re that, is able and ready to giye account of 
a bis Faith clearly t every one that asks· him; 
1 an if all thoſe of. other Fer ſwaſions mere, able to 
_  dothe#te; 7 think al. ſuch as own the Scriptures; 
d be the Word of God, and their Rule, wo⁰ 
+ 7 71 reed, If a the Churchot England 
_— Ea Latitude to ging io Men a. further Pomgr I 
11 * 52285 N God en * 6 any we haue no "7 
" Jon 


. 


ſon 10 


ſtraitned; 


aAguiuſi the Pope, for bisclaingto: 


ener 


The DEH ATI. 
with the Diſſenters that are Tuff 
we have, no reaſon at all, to cry an 
allibility, Ae 
will not allom, that enn Church mn en. 
Aalen. rn, ” "Bs - 
wubdatrever, the-Souls of Men. are Precious, 
and | have here ſaid my utmoſt to dirett us alli 
that Right Way chat leads to Heaven, and I ueri- 
ly, thi, won dall Parties agree: to lg, y their 
Bigotery and Prejudice, an Union i Religion, 
moti d ſoon be Effected. However,” that l might 
cantribute all beon to this Bleſſed Work.. 
ln tbe Firſt (or Speculative Part YoſthisBook 1en- 


| deotour to imitate Dr. Brown, in his Religio Me- 


diciʒ l own I am far from matching that Br ave m. 
ginal; yet I foumd it eaſter and more proper for me to 
er Drigrown s careleſs waygthan to pretend 
to any Form or Method wherein Emight comm. 


thouſand miſtakes; but in this, ſome if em wil hs * 


li be bit, for Untommon Errors, and pleaſe ſor u 


ne of Novelty.— As for my ſelfgmy vanity newer Y | 
pronipted me, to be a Standard Beater to ary. tur 


NEW SECT; owOld Hereſie; and I pity ſuch a 
Love to Live lite Pew-keepers in the Hauſſe 
Ged, buſied in ſcating others, witnout ever provide 


ing Room fur themſelves. If then my Speculative 'J 4 i 6 


— 0 daes offend. ſuch as are truly Pious, it min 
h grie ve me, und it ſhall always be my neu- 


. or the tivit o come, rather to drop Teats 
for mνοονj ſins, than 0 upbraid other Alen an 


theils. But tho Nice Speculations in Religion are not 


fo 3 and are we 9 e 
acki 


= The b E DIC ATION. 

Practice (for our Piety and Principles ſtarce 
ever gro attet they begin to be too Curious) 

| wende lnows hu my Watch goes right, albeir is 
not with Publick Clock of the City, eſ- 
where tis un of Righteouſneſs bath ß 


4 
2 pemting clearly the Dyali of Faith, Jorwel 
of the two ane in the E WN 
Bu bonteer Mew, or Ortbaub, my 8 wars 
ons ara I ntend not to gain to my ſalfibe tte of 
Reformer, by Phbliſhing of them, ſeeing moſt” of 
theſe have bad the 5 Fate with that Curious 
Painter, bo hawing dramm am Excellent FACE, 
. el well af cc bove been expetted from the 
— .Sthootheſt Mirror, did therefore daſh it fee 
_ the diſlike of New Spectator, till at 
= be Acme oy being any ways Ii like to the 
= Original. But fuppoſe our Chriſtian Vertuoſo 
d den too CURIOUs in drawing the Curtain 
of Holy Myſteries, to tee what paſſes in Hea-- 
_ Yen, tho 1 wont defend ſuch Bold Speculations 
tree ſbou d not be curious to know more tban 
reed yer I find there be ſuch Prying Chri- 
mans amongſt us a wor'd not be ; Gods 
Noerets; „ if it were a matter of nothing to be 
ue, 1 f we alſo knew what God will hade Un- 
we 4 known ; - "Agha d Queriſts indeed, that to 
_— le cid of the Athenian: Itch, go to the Devil fo 
_— Nene For my ownſhare, I think that ſuſpri- 
d., Steed enmagh for me to know 
14 4 - and hope 4 have Kept witnian Bounas in 
} . * thele ohaxions ) And do oily ſerł to know 
+ 3 n 2 1 What ow | 
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The DEBICATION: 


whole Duty of Man. And therefore 13. 


Ring James 2 in the Right Gy 
whe: be told us pacing the cab of 
the Church. We aud e the Way to 


Heaven, more Difficul: — really it is 3 ; and 


therefore when I meet with Doubts tat I cant Re- 


ſolve, 1 have recourſe to this ſure Decider of all 
Differences, — Dominus Dixit; — 
males 2 eahe, ei for the Bible bas «curd my V 


Curioſity, and I am ſc ſatisfi d b PLAIN. 


TR U I Hi— *T1s Practical Divinity lt 
muſt bring us to Heaven. Whey Ar. Hoadly 


and Nice Reaſoning againſt each other, many Pts 
ous Men wil judge it no other: than a 
ing, but 4a Vain Curioſity ; and a Contentiom 
Hall out do each other, bas been ſo much the Sin of 


i couchtin a fem mordin Fear Cod and : 4" 
keep his Commandments, is che "a * 


and Mir. Calamy, bave vented all their Subtilty | 
uy Sol- 


the Preſent Age, that it bas given ccca/aon to 


Learned Liter to ſay, * That (it was his Opi- - 
nion) Diſputing and Wrangling wound bea - 2 
x conſiderable part of che Tornientsot Hell. 


Home ver, To =P Athenian Itch, in * 
practical (or Second Valume) 1 bave "i 
MAP of Right Chriſtianity (to warn unf a H. 
treams) and inſure our Paſſage for Heaven, "and © 
that my Readers might hase a NEW: * 
for Hoh Living and Dying, bave inter mit 
5 1 Second Valume, with ſuch Yariety 

tal Manunſcripts, us Entitles my Book 4A 
bas a Were at Piet ys which, ( tho co ted in. 
Two} olurpcs) ſhall be Publiſh d in Four fg * 


M, 8 o the Pocrer Buyer, 6 Tue of whe 


Patty XL. | 
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An Spiritual things with Freſh Appetite : For the 


/ The\DEDIOATION. 
parts relate tothe Speculative Pat of Divinit 
aud the uther Tipo to the Practicx, there [hall 


175 
added a Diſtinet Table to each” Volume, for the 
fot of thoſe bat win Bmndthen 0 when the Works 


mpleat. „ 
wel” (for the Hi 25 Flyers)" Us FA 
Chriſtian Mot Te -4 had "been Publiſhed © forte 


| ago, , for (cas Biſho Ie 
jo vis Bok Jn es * Some Men oy chi 


1 #6: Grow, \ Woe Got, of Heaven, and they that” Nd 


n o thith in kuck Paths 

nich all the A es ot 7 he Church dit giv 
warning of, leſt they Thould that 0 
to the Desi. And 1 fray Gol indue us all with 
Faculties of Mind, and gibe us Power to d. 


be heilten diſcovers moré Solid Comfort, 

ee Support, in one Article of Fairk, 

Mone Period of rhe Lords Prayer, than in a 
the Diſputes of Furious People, who take moke 


Palins to defend a Ceremony, or quarrel with 


the Common - Prayer, than to perſwade 


Men to avold Hell. Bat 1 mas never any | 
+ Frzend to 'Controver/re, aud therefore in this Se- 


cond Volume, 1 endexvour Otdy' to He whot 


1 are to Believe and Do, in the Right Way to 


mt quite ar Time and Diltzence'; " Refointth 
We Sheri jeg H an Ambitious and Curious $t 


Heaven, and what thoſe thitiys ate, which do 7 
dy. 


"To th end have begun (this Practical hu 188 
Wo wy own Soul, Kc. edel hade found A ee 
- xg, wind me through the Labyrinth of alt alt 


moos 211d lead me Areckin to Heven. Oh the 
e Kindneſs ot God to Bewilder d Sin- 
ners bs 


| Thave look d into all Religions for the Right 


4 


Pa Extreams. — And l can't ſer why the High, 


| * | 9 
* 1 
The DEDICATION. $+ 
ners! That he pod Reveal to us the Glory we + 
are like to have, though we loſt our Way through our 
own Folly; yet be ſhews it us again, that we may 
Tegnlate our courſe accordingly .So that the Firſ® 
und Second Volume of my New Practice of Pie- 
ty, is to ſhew, what Right Chriſtianity is, both 7 
Speculation and Practice; and I hope it _ ſer 
& Light to all in their Way to Paradiſe,” for 4 
the end which moſt propoſe to themſelves in Diſputes, _ wi 
is the VICTORY ;' but the end which J ſeek for, ts 4 
the TRUTH 5 which if I bave found, why look 
we further? But if we Believe without Se arobin 
we may very well be Deceiv d, and for that Reaſon, 


<td Fr” * 
* P I * * 6 * 
ts... ” y- 
7 ' 
* Y * * , 
* * 


Way to Heaven, and conclude, my Chriſtiaa ü 
Virtuoſo has found it out, and I rejoyee therein, for 1 
the Finding of Truth is Sweet and Comfort- x 
able; but whether my Diſcoveries, are ſuch as wil __ 
pleaſe the Reader, I can't foreſee : but the Prels 1 = 
Open, and I have ad wand d nothing in this Eſſay; 
but what I am ready to Defend, or RetratF, if therk 
be occaſion; but Moderate Church Men will be 
pleas dio find a Right Way to Heaven betweeht 


Flyers ſhou'd be Angry at me, for Dr. Fuller 
tells us, Once in an Age the Moderate Man 
is in Faſhion, each Extream courts him to 
make em Friends: And one woil d think, the com- 
mon Danger of Popery, ſbou d move us all to lay 
aſide our Differences, and all Perſecuting Int lina⸗ 
tions, *Twas part of King Williams Prayer, 
That they who Profeſs the ſame Faith, may no 
© longer Perſecute and Deſtroy one another, but 
* maybe Kind and Tender Hearted one towards 
CG == another 
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* another, as it becomes Brethren, and thoſe 
©that are heirs of the ſame Common Salvation: 
Mat tho all Chriſtians of the Same Religion ( for 
ſo we are, tho we go by different Names) art 
not Church-men ( in that ſenſe we take the Nord) 
yet all Orthodox Chriſtians are Members of the 
Church of Chriſt, and ſhou d Agree, and Love as 
Brethren: Let ſays Biſhop Hall)thoie Nick names, 
of Lutherans, Cal viniſts, Prelatiſts, Presbyte- 
lans, Independents, &c. which are commonly 
wont to be objected to Profeſſors of the ſame 
Faith, be condemned to the Loweſt Hell, and let 
us all be truly, and be called by one name, CHRl- 
STIANS.-— $9 that whatever my Performance is, 
any Intention Im ſure is Good, ſince tis to diſcover 
theRight Way to Heaven between all Extreams. 
SIR, I '-now not what Judgment you will 72 
oor me (or upon my Athenian Brethren) for 
dleſiring your Patronage to this New Scheme of Re- 
ligion: But l hope tis the more Excuſable, as I 
don't preſume to diſcover any thing you don't 
know: You bave advanc'd ſo far in all Art and 


nontribute one. Thought to further your Progreſs , 
© ceitber is it poſſible for me to flatter you in tiis Aſ- 
ſertion ;, for whoever reads your Eſſay upon Hu- 
- mane Underſtanding, muſt own Mr. Lock, the 
Greateſt Maſter of Reaſon this Age has produc'd. 
1 poudinlarge, but am barr'd furtber Proteſta« 
gion, by the Halte I take to ſubſcribe my ſelf,, + 


Worthy sir! 
Pour Conſtant Admirer and N ß 
Humble Servant, H. N. 


- * 
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Science, «s that the utmoſt of my Studies cant 


li 


9 
the 
as 


ſuppolsd to know his Duty towards God and towards 


4 


of Things, are for the moft part Irregular and Mon- 


THE 


 PREFAC E. 


Ter ſcarce a Houſe in the Three King» 


doms, but has got the Cid Practice of Piety 3 but 
weLive in an Athenian Age, and perhaps, a New 
Practice of Piery ſhall be lookt into, when the old Owe 
ſhall lie by till the leaves moulder. | 
I Publiſh'd a Specimen of this Nature, ſome Years 
ago, in Imitation of Dr, Brownfs. Keligio Medici, and 
another, Entituled, Right Chriſtionity, &c. The firſt of 
which, met with ſuch a kind Reception, that there is 
not one to be had in London, and the latter was Twice 
Printed, and is now fo ſcarce, that a 7hird Edition of it has 
been much defired, and will be Publiſhed, in this Work 
with ſuch large Addirions,as do Entitule it, TheNew Prattice 
of Piety ; and as it diſcovers the Right Way mw Heaven, 
between all Extreams (tis hop'd ) twill put an end to 
all thoſe Comroveiſies that have been manag'd ſo Firi- 
ouſly between the Higb Flyers of all Perſwalions. Tis 
true (in ſome ſenſe ) every Man is a Divine ; that is, 


Man. Fear God and keep bis Commandments, is the while * 
Duty of Man. And for this xeaſon, the Holy Bible, and 
Dr. S:or's Chriſtian Life, lin my Curioſity, 5 
But tho' the Way to Heaven is Plain and Eh, yet we © 
all labour under great Prejudices ; and our Conception 


ftrous: We often Pry into Divine Serrers, further than 
the Scripture allows, and are ready to Cenſure every 
one that is not of our Church 3 but let ſuch as are trou- 
bled with this Athenian Itch, obſerve the following Rules, 
and they'll be Jy Cured, for I have, Entituled 
this Book, New Prattice of Fiety, or — 

er Nu 9, 


* 


The Preface. 


Fermoſo, &c. not only as it diſcovers the Right way to 
ren, berween all Extreams, hut as it contains a NEW 
obL of Chriſtianity, by the Rules whereof, we.may 
ſhape our better Parr, Rectify our Reaſon, Form our 
Manners, and Steer the Courſe of 4 Spiritual Life, And as 
every Man is oblig*d to look oftner to his Praftice of 
Piety, than to his Confeſſion of Fgithy I have added to 
theſe Sheets, | | 
I. Ibe Rigi Chriſtian Exemplified in all the degrees 
of Perfeſtion Attainable on this fide Heaven, 
II. A Pattern of Holy Living and Dying, Extracted fron 
e Lives of ibe Primitive Chriſtians. f 
ww HI. A Secret Diary, Sbewing, how the Author intends 
go-order, his Thoughts, Vords'and Adi ions, for the Kemain=- 
irg part of bis Tife, hf | 
IV. Aud have added at the end, Devous Prayers and Eja- 
* culations, Suited io 4 New Practice of Piety, 
I know, a New Play, or Obſcene Novel, wouf'd have 
been more acceptable to ſome Readers, than a New 
Practice of Piety z they'll hrug at the very Word, and 
call the Author, a Cold Phanatick ( tho“ a Son of the 
Church) for troubling their' heads with ſuch Grave 
Matters; but ſuch as theſe, wond do well to conſi- 
der, that half their Lives are frequently paſs'd over in 
BE . Heep, or what is next to it, in purſuing Triffes ; and yet 
= they ſcarce perceive how Time Spins away, till they come 
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*. 305 within two ſteps of the Grave, and then they are apt 
tt ſtart, and begin to bethink themſelves, that they 
i E have in a manner, Dream*d away their Lives without 
pong them therefore this is a moſt Convincing 
_—_ - Argument, to excite every Man to a REFORMATION 

ee New Prattice of Tic} becauſe fo great a change 


4 | = + of the Soul as is neceffary;td Tranſlate it trom a Wicked 
4 Lite, o that Divine State, which alone is meet 10 partake 
ie Inberitance with ibe Saints in Light, is not in the 
Ordinary way of God's Saving of Men, accompliſht in a 
ſey Moments, much leis in the Laſt Hours of a Diſpirited 
4 Dying Man: And wo 10 that Perſon, who fancies, that God 
—_ ni break bis Eſtabliſbt Order, ia ſave bim in his Sins. 
_— . thought ſuch ſubjects as theſe fit to compoſe 4 New 
3 Fracite-of. Tien; but as tis @ Ni and Difficult Work, 
4 | | 0 
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to difcover. the. Right Way 10 Heaven (when. ever! 
Churghman, Preſbyterian, Independant, Anabaptiſt, Quaker, 
&c. thinks be only has found it out) for this Reaſon, 1 A 
it neceſſary, to Invite ſeveral Learned Perſons to my 
Aſſiſtance in this Search, and the Curious A ints they have 
ſent me, have rendred the following Sheets a Compre> 
benfive Syſtem of Uncommon Thoughts ; and tho they detir'd 
me to conceal their Names, yet I cou'd not but lend my 
hand to open the Curtain, and diſcover that Right Way 
to Heaven thele Men of Temper and True Piety have 
found out, Ry" 89 ns 

There. have been great Contentions of late, about 
Occaſional. Conformity, Kneeling at the Sacrament, &c. and 
other things not Eſſential ro. Salvation; but if the 
Glory of God, were the mark at which theſe Angry . 
Diſputams level, wby beſtow they not their Zeal rather 
in, Converting ſuch, as ſcarce know or acknowledge 
that there is a GOD ? And why are they more enraged 
againſt thoſe, who agree with them in moſt things, than 
17 who Diſſent from them in all? Take not Chriſtians 
more pains to Refute one another, than to Conyvince 
Gemi les? And ſtand not ſome Churchmen and Diſſenters at 
greater diftance than either of them do wich Turks 
and Pagans? And to evidence that rather Humour than 
Piety, occaſions our Differences, we may calily perceive 
that the meaner the Subject is, the HEAT is always the 
greater, | 1 

Our Chriſtian Fi rmoſo, diſcovers, to ſuch as theſe the 


RIGHT WAY to Heaven, and wou d make thole Friends 


or (u hich is 


that Quarrel, in a manner, for nothin a 
Ceremonies, . 


next to nothing) about a few Ha 
which our Church has declar'd } rent: But all 
Chriſtians are but Pilgrims here; . a is à Thouſand 
Pities theſe Pilgrims ſhou'd leave off to Journey, and 
fand Skirmiſhing and Fightiag with all ſuch as Will not 
Travel ibeir Road: The deſign therefore of theſe Sheets, 
is to Clip: the Wings of the High Flyers, or ( in other 
words) to Direct the FANATICKS of all ſorts, in the 
Kight way to Heaven; or at leaſt, it may ſerve as a Direttg- 
to thoſe, that wou'd: fee RELIGION diveſtedof all 
thofe Foreign and Specions Accoutrements, with. whigh 
pr” l 8 N 
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Error and Preiudice have Cloath'd it; that would haye 2 
Glimpſe of Veriue and Vice in their own Nature and Naked 
Forms; and deſire rather to REFORM themſelves, than 
the reft of World, 
I own, whoever attempts a work of this Nice and Diffi- 
cult Nature, muft endeayour to imitate that Excellent 
iece of Dr. Brown's, called Religio Medici, which I have 
ere endeavour*®d to do, but without the leaſt Pre- 


- fumption of Reaching ſo brave an Irighnal, tho“ not with» 


out the hopes ot very nearly Keſembling him, in his Love 
and Charity to thule chat Diſſent trom him. | 
Bat tho“ I venture on Myſteries of 4 Soaring Nature, 
yet I hope . done with that Reverence and Tendernęſs, 
28 may render me at leaſt Bxcuſable in that behalf; for 
notwithſtanding the Expreſſion may ſeem Dogmatical, 
the Delign is wholly, a Lions Eſſay and Experiment, and 
not to be taken for an Arbitrary and Deciuve Sentence 

of thoſe matters. 
' But perhaps my Readers will ſay, what * your 
Standard 


In anſwer to this, I never pretended to be Iwfallible, 
yet this may give my Eſſay the Prebeminence to ſome 
ofbers; that I preſent my Reader with nothing but 
what I received from thoſe Learned Perſons I men- 
tion d before, or from che Experience ] have bad of my 
own Soul, for near Forty Tears; whereas others Confining 
themſelves to their Bogks, have obtruded upon the 


World, what they have taken upon the Bare Credit of 
"thoſe who were more Jgnoram than themſelves; but thele 
Sheets (for the 


art) are ſo perfecily New, that they 
ortraiſture, which was ( as it cou d 
my ſelf— 


contain my In 
only be) draw 


Heiver, from my own Erperience, yet I ant fo yain as 


N to ſet my ſelk up for an ORACLE ; for the Zeal 1 aſſume 


in Point of Worſhip, I have only in Speculztion, not Practice; 
what I here Diſcover, is not what 1 am, but what 1 


*thou4d be: However, Reader, you have the Bein 
"of my Soul, as far as I am able to make it; and as , 
- Fpmy diſcovers all the Curious Comearure of our Bodily Þ 


A 


Fabrick, 


> 
el 


By though I wou'd fain diſcover the Aight Way to 


the ſame Notions in variety of 


The Prefite: 


Love, Humility, Meekneſs, Self « deal, Repenance \, 
Moderation, with whatever parts and principles beſides coms 


Fabrick, ſo here are vivid Repreſentations of Faith 26 = 


poſe the whole Frame of the NEW CREATURE. But 


tho I have travel d as far as I cou'd into my own Heart, 
and lookt into all Religions, that I might cloſe with the 
Beftzyct I don't pretend to have found out a New Way to 
Heaven, but only to preis Chriſtians of all ſorts to a NEW 
PRACTICE of thofe Articles which are grounded not 
only upon Keeſon, and Univerſal Conſent of Religions, 
but are extant and operative in the Hearts of all Men, 
which are not prepoſſeſs'd and obſtructed with Erroneous 
Doctrines; and is, I confeſs, in ſome meaſure True, of 
thoſe which will handle Aris and Sciences, from whom 
ſome New Diſcovery is juſtly expetted. But from 4 
New Practice of Piety, we are to require nothing that 
was never har ped on by any Orpheus, for the Theoryof Di · 
vinity is a path fo trudden with throngs of Authors, 
that perhaps Solomon himſelf, if he were now alive; 
wou d find it hard to ſay ſomething in this kind, which 
might be as NEW to us, as Gunpowder and the Load- 
ſtone once were · | | # 
From this New Practice of Piety therereforg, you are 
to expect only matters | welt-Exaniinfd,with ſuch a Ii. 
ming and Furbuſhing of the Argument, that the Reader may 
be Tempted like ſome Gentlemen, as it were to buy 
that Horſe in Smiihfeld, which himſelf lately fold in 4 
Counrey Fair: Such an Art of NEW COMHOuN DG 
preſſions, that the 
Herbalift ſhall have much ado to diſcern his own Simple s: 
But tho“ I dont pretend to diſcover. # New Way io Vea 
ven, yet I may ſeem to be a Digeſter of what I have rea 
in this kind ; and without afiuming to intorm any Mans 


0 0 "Judgment, may ſerve in ſome ſort, to clear his Noti- 


on Which is the beft way that I know of to make him 
a Kb: Chriftzn; and in this ſenſe, my ESSAY is pro- 
periy” called the New Fractice of Piety. Or, (uppole,' 
Reader, Nou find nothing RARE in the followiii" 


_ ESSAY (I mean RARE in the Notioa-) yet you N Hd 
ay things ( God knows ) too RARE in Mens Prateeg 


and yet ſuch as are neceſſary ro be Known and — 
> I | 1 ut 


The Preface. 


But perhaps ſome may like the Matter of this Book 
Tnat may object againft the Method or; indeed that i 
have uſed none; but this let my Subjects anſwer tor, 
there being many things that follow naturally enough, 
which yet could not properly be reduced under the | ſame 


. 
— 
1 


not ſo effectually be done any other way than what 1 
have here taken; but whether the Cicts are pleased 
or no, tis the ſame thing; for I neither matter their 
* nor ſhall court their Fausur; but perhaps 1 
ave reaſon to beg Pardon of the Athenian Society, in 
that I have only mentioned the Subject to them, without 
taking their Advice in the Compoſute. — 
ut however the World treats. it, its deſign is to Re- 
orm our Lives, and ta beget ſuch a. Friendly Agreement 
ween Proteſtant Brethren, of all Perſwaſions, that they 
may go Hand in Hund in the Way to Heaven, where 
we ſhall Love and Embrace one another, not as Church- 
Presbyterians, Independants, &c, but as Glorified Chri- 
Roa, ( jor ſo the Diſciples were called at Antioch, Ads 11. 
26. And what a Joy will it be to the Saims Above, to 
ſee all their Friends of the ſame Mind ? 
In bis Bopks En- For as Dr. Scot obſerves, there will 
timed, rhe Chri- not be One Diſſenting Brother in Heu- 
ftian Life. ven. But a COMPREHENSION ,: 
Cor General Union on Earth) will 
ſcarce be enacted in our days, neither do I expect fo 
© Greata Bleſſing frum cheſe Papers; however, if they 
any ways tend to . the Curious, to Pleaſe the Graue, 
io Eſtabliſh the Doubt 
one pf. the Lin le Nou d-be-Wits, who ſet up for no Religion, 
becauſe they never underſtood any, I ſhall think my Labour 
was well beſtow d. We have at this preſent time, Ihe 
IHbole” Duty of Man, The Old Pratt ice of Ting, Riſhop Tay- 
lors Holy Living and Dying, and many other Pious:Books, 
which. Zccho one another (for this Age is as Fruitfül 
in Words, as tis Barren in Works) Neyertheleſs in 
matters of DEVOTION, it is apparent, that a Man 
cannot ſay too much, as that we think he can never do 


enough. r. FAS 2 5 : , * 
Then Reader, carry this ESSAY in thy Pocker, as the 


- 5 r Pegg © _ 2 
e q 8 . 3 
, ü 3 „7 WW 
bs Prat 8 £ r » N — + ry 
* * 5 
| * 1 
e 


he a 
= — EN 
Pts ned — — 
. Pl 1 Y 4 ——_—_— ” 
Ma - — IC —— Is. Sh 2 
p — — ot 
- a * 
2 . A. an (has wy 
A 2 ER II N 
Denn 9 
C oO — — 


222 
N Clock” 
——_ \ , 
%* 
5 * £ 88 
_ ad 
6 . p . 4 -. a4 A 7 
1 1 —B— is 
* 1 hd =T * — Ke, 4 FL — Co ox * 4 
——_—. 
| EA 


bead; my deſign here being chiefly to Profit, which cod. 


„ or to Baffle ih / Common Objeftimi | 
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The Prefaet. 


Clock which a Great Prince wore in a Ring; it ſtrikers. 


every Hour of the Day, and agreeth with Reaſon, ag 
the Dials with the Sun. | | | 
Great Books ( ſaysa Late Author) make men ſometimes 


more Learned, ſeldom more Innocent; but this not on 


gives a Schem of Religion in Speculation, but redu 
Piety to Praſtice, and ( *tis hop*d ) ſhews the Rib Way ro 
Heaven, between all Extreams. Then, Keader, peruſe 
it often, and do what it directs you to; whilft others 
Wrangle about Religion, om endeavour to Praflice it, for 
this Book hath no other Character of its worth, than 
that of your NEW LIFE. | 

But 141 foreſtall the Readers Impatience with no more 
Preface; not in the leaft doubting, but that upon the 
firſt Reading the following Sheers, they'll ſee how little 
they, and others; have ſtudied the Cid, and what need 
there was of 4 New Praftice of Piety. 


I ſhall only add, fo far as I have gone in my New 


Practice of Pie, I have fairly prov*d, That the Moderate 


Man is the Beſt Chriſtian, and that the RightWay to Hea- 


ven lyes between all Extreams ; but ſeeing the Higb Flyers 
can't approve of ſuch Healing Principles; to Pacifie theſe 
Gentlemen, I endeavour ( in the concluſion of theſe 
Sheets) to Retraſt my Moderate Principles ( fo far as I 
can with a good Conſcience ) and this I attempt by 


2 ak on ie Houſe of LORDS, for 


not Paſſing the Bill againſt Occaſional Conformity. And 
as the Gentleman, who writ 4 Sahr on King WILLIAM, 


ſhew'd himſelf a Generous Friend to the Merits of that 
- Glorious Prince; (oT hope ( 6y this Satyr) to ſhew a True 
"Concern for the Souls of the High Flyers, ald if it prove 


the Converſion but of one Bigor, I hope hell turn this 
Satyr into 4 Panegyrick ; or at leaft own, That the Houſe of 
Lords are in the Right Way 10 Heaven; and that if ever we 
defign to get thither, we muſt follow their Noble Ex- 
emples of Piety and Moderation; and in particular, that 


of the Biſhop of Salisbury, who ſays in his Speech to the 


Houſe of LORDS, * I own 1 began the World on a Princ 
ple of Moderation, which I have carryed down through 


tele Life, and in which I hope I ſhall continue 10 my Live 
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THE 
New Practice of Piety; <- 


| DAT. eh ta gente, 
cent; and for that Reaſon I ſhall Recommend 


1 New Praflice of Piety to ſuch as have Ervel 

and Gone Aſtr 

4 New Practice at? Piety, according to my Notion of 

it, is, A Becoming motber Man, or New Creature, Putting 

off, as to the Former Converſation, the Cid Man, &c. 

or more pans It is a —_ all Ungodlineſs and 

Fleſhly Lufts, and Livin Jon — teoully and God-. 

ly in this Ar Worl e if any Mam be in 

' Chriſt, be is 4 New Creature, - 1 . are * 

behold, all things are become New. 2 Co I Pos 

any Man wou'd be Saved, he mu firſt be Bort | 
the Holy Spirit, be Converted and become a 

Now Creature, Hol la Heart and Life; otherwiſe he 

cannot enter into the Kingdom of God. 

o chat if TLde Live( as 25 as Write) 4 New Pra 
| tice of Pi Je aform to the Rules of Tempe- 
4 mag and C : tity 3 ; _m—_ all © Ae. 

 *Fand Bruti * a Religions Reaſon, Bridling 

my a 0, and ſetting a Guard upon my Out- 

W 

And that none (no not ſo much as my ſelf ) may 

doubt my ſincerity in this matter, I Reſolve hencefor- 

ward — To avoid every Known Sin ( whether it be of 
or Commiſſion ) — 7o Acknowledge God in all my | 
wh. —. 70 do all Things to bis Glory— And be very Zealous 
in Sending others to Heaven; for Tread St. * was 
no ſooner Converted, but he ſtrait findeth his Brother 
Simon, — And be brought bim to Feſus. John 1 41, 42: 
*This1 call 4 New e of Piety: But tis a Folly to 

f pres 


/ 


But ſeeing A New Cour e of Piet) e cfte 
hy 5 m PRING pred are as much Refin'd as my. 
{rk ſhall fi ſt preſent the Reader with 4 N of Piety 


in Speculation, and when I ha* run throug 


Publiſhthe PraBical ( or Second) Volume of this Work, 
where our CHRISTIAN VIRTUOSO. preſents, the 
Reader with a MAP of Right Chriſtianity, and hopes 
* looking into all Religions N has Diſcover'd the RIGHT 
Way to Heaven. E 59 

But my Preſent Task, is to profes the Reader, with 
A. New.Prafice of _ Piety in Speculazion ; and. here, the 
better to Imitate Religzo Medici, L Jha to every 


Nl pry i 
oom of my Heart and Life, to Make what Diſcoveries: 
an there; for if we conſider . the Original | 
eviations.. from the Kight Path, we ſhalf find, they all 
proceed from our not Nb our ſelbes m God.; £0 
Know: our {elves ; therefore muſt be our firſt Care, 


Which will lead us to the Kyomledgs of God; for we 


4 


J Application, the image of thy Self, witbin he Jphete of 1 
K 
® bidk 


muſt, needs perceiye after thę ftrittef ſearch we an 


make into our own Being, how impoſſible "was fog us 


$0 make our ſelves, that we are forced to conce l pur 
being, to be the Gift ot an Almighty Power. —Tben with 
draw thine Attention à liule, Ob my Soul from the Notice 
4 Impreſſrons of External Objetts; View a while, with 


n Atvity ; Exert the power of Reflettion upon thoſ 


Ww 


{ . 
- . 
__ | in . 
4 n ee 2 
Fl 7 FP 1 1 . 1 
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a when 1 he an throught A oft. of 
ew Thanghts (as a Guide to my Future Lite) 1 ſhall 


„ ² ¹iĩ ant S640 2. tt tEb6YaS. 


our ſeveral” 


-_ 


er a Pur Examples ; yet when I ar r Years 


ThoNew Pzacice of Picty. 

which bave 10 Aﬀinity with the Body; and claim an 
detice upon Inferiour Beings ; gather thence the clear Noth» 
ont? uf! Naure, and bow newly thou ary ally d 10 45 

relleflual Mor lu. be moll ſucceſsful Method is ro Comemp 
2 own Imuge in the — 5 75 erations, yes x por 
xbibitive bf the" appar faculties of rbeir 
Aﬀive Sourſe 2 ee are 2 5 Capacities? "the Hea- 
. Commenſuratè; - thou - att graſping beyond the 
8b. e, y4 1 along the Fields 
eum. the Rays of Light, 
245 ho: the — of the Mis; thou can meaſure-the 
tardy round of a Saturn in a moment; and flretch away into 
Empty Space, and all his, +whil(t-thou art Enſprin i at 
Home, C loſping 'thy- Dear Companion. Hom Nice the mo- 


tions and turis bt ! How Charming the Spoils which 
nf ore coir ſt of 4 double Vertue, menos 
- Thoughxs roll along Channels 15 apy and 
il; the ſearches of the firii, are for * j | 
and the latter page the 75 fy | 
when the 'Game is pratt bali and ra * Kant 


ries of Good and Evil, 
' Reader, As bad as the Age is, there un Wain, 
who are #0: Strangers 'to themſelves; but whether the 
Author of this Eflay is one of thoſe Bieſſed Few, * now 
left to thy Candid Judgment. 0 75 
However, having ſincerely Repented of all the — 
old to Challenge the 


RO RS of my e | am 
Title of a Right g, neither am I aſham'd to ex- 


pe my Natty TO with reſpett to the Time hit 


1s paſt, or to that New Life L wou d now lead 3 an 
ſect the N bt Way to . lies firſt in the Kuow- 
ledge ot a, Ives, 1 ſhall ( In imitation of Dr. Brow), 
begin my New" Praſtice of Vier, with Divine S Rn? 
LATIONS on'my Birth and Parentage ; and he 
ever ſtrange my thoughts appear in the following 
Sheets, I ho 5 7 that they all contribute ta 
Nen Practice 
I have no LN to tax my Education, or blame thoſe 
who had the care of my Fuvenile Tears ; my Parents 
vere Learned and Orthodox, and made it their Buſi- 
Heſs to form my Mind, and ſquare my Soul Ly the 'biſt rt - 
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neither is it my de ſign to charge thoſe, with Sehn, 
ho ſerve God in a Meeting, with as much (or per- 

_ haps more) Devotion, than I do in the Eſtabliſht 
* Church, but only to ſhew bow / govern my own Life, 
And what, need there is (in this Wicked Age) of 2 
Ne Prattice of Pieiy. 85 2 
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The New Pꝛactice ot Piefy. 

t, I found occaſion to Prune my 
ſelf, and Lop off many Excreſſencies ; to wipe out the 
Early Impreſtions of my Infant Years, and wnlears the 
Notions I ſuck'd.in with my Mothers Milk; tho there 
were no Legends in the Nurſery, nor Herefies in-the 
Schools where Iwas braught up, yet my Blooming Fan- 
cy was fertile in ERRORS, and 8 forth in ma- 
ny Luxuriant Thqughts: It was the task of my Kiper 
nem to correct theſe, and reduce my felt to the 
| rd of Reaſon and Faith, ee | | 
| As ſoon as I had finiſh all the courſe of my Studies, at 
the end whereof Men are uſually recei d amongſt the 
Rank of the Learned, began to be in great fears about 
my Eternal State ; for tho I was Maſter ghar Fen, 
aud had looked into all Religions, yet 1 found my (elf 
intangled in ſo many Doubt and Errors, that methought 


_ Thad no other Profit in Seeking 10 inſiruſt my ſelf, but 
| jog che the more diſcover d my own Ignorance © Be- 


thus diffatisfi'd in my oun Mind, 1 reſolv'd at laſt 


enter on a New Praftice of Piey,. and now lookin ng 


on the Divers Actions and Opinions of Men, there is 
moſt none which to me ſeems not Vain and Uſeleſs; 


t Lam extreamly ſatisfied with the Progreſs whi 
72 it ſeems to me) I have made in the Search, of Truth, 


and Rave now choſen that Ngbe Religion, in which II 


venture my Heaven and Eternal Happineſs. 

Ino how ſubje@ we are to miſtake in thoſe things 
.which concern us, and how Jealous wEought to be of t 
Jud ement of our Friende, When m our Favour. But 
I aicoyer in theſe SPECULATIONS, the Experience 
.of Forty Years, and Repreſent therein 2, 46 in 4 
Picture, to the end that every one — * thereof. 3 


3 auc chat learning from Common Fame, what Men ſay 
my Naked Thoughts, I may find a New Means of 


ine my Self, and thereby Paſs to Heaven with 
ester Afſurance. . - '- d Trac 
The Atbenian Oracle neyer pretended to be Infallihlez 


— 
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The New Pꝛadtice ot Piet. 3 
I Reverenc d our Theolopy, and pretended to Heaven 
s much as any; but having learnt, as a moſt certain 
Truth, that the Ngbt Way to it, is no leſs open 10 e 
moi ant, then to the moſt Learned; and that thoſe 
Revealed Truths, which led thither, were beyond our 
Anderftanding z 1 durft not ſubmit to the weakneſs of 
my Ratiocination z and I thought that to undertake to 
Examine them; and to ſucceed in it, requir'd ſome extrit- 
ordinary Aſſiftance from Heaven and ſomembas more than ian. 
I ſhall ſay nothing of Philoſophy, but that ſeeing it 
hath been- cultivated by the moſt Excellent Wits, which 
have liv'd theſe many Ages, and that yet tbere it nabing 
- which is undiſputed, and by ＋ which is not doubt- 
I cou d not preſume ſo far. as to hope to ſucceed 
er than others. And conſidering how many Diſſe- 
rem Opinions there may. be on the ſame thing, maintain d 
by Learned Men, od og that there never can be but 
ove only Truth : 1 declar'd ( almoft / all falſe, which had 
no more then Probability in it. aden 
As for other Sciences, ſince they borrow their Princi 
— from Philoſophy, I judg'd that nothing which was 
id, cou'd be built upon ſuch; Unſound Foundations 3 
and neither Honour nor Wealth were ſufficient to invite 
me to the ſtudy of them; For (I thank God) I found not 
ſelf in a condition which oblig'd me to make a\Trade 
of enero the Relig, of my Fortune. And althoy 
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4 The Kew Pzactico of Piefy: 


of Maturer Judgment, I found occaſion; to Prune my 


ſelf, and Lop off many Excreſſencies z to wipe out the 
Early Imprethons of my Infant Years, and wwlearn the 
Notions I ſuck'd in with my Mothers Milk; tho there 
were no Legends in the Nurſery, nor Hereſies in the 
Schools where Iwas brought up, yet my Blooming Fan- 
cy was fertile in ERRORS, and ſprouted forth in ma- 
ny Luxuriant Thaughts: It was the. task of my Riper 
udgment to corrett theſe, and reduce my felt to the 
tandard of Reaſon and Faith, 1 | 
As ſoon as I had finiſh'd al! the courſe of my Studies, at 
the end whereof Men. are uſually receiv'd amongſt the 
Rank of the Learned, I began to be in great fears about 
my Eternal State; for tho I was Maſter of all the Sciences 
and had looked into all Religions, yet I found my ſelf 
intangled in ſo many Doubts and Errors, that methought 
Thad no other Profit in Seeking 10 inftru# my ſelf, but 
hat I had the more diſcover'd my own Ignorance : Be. 
55 thus difſatisfi'd in my own Mind, I r̃eſolv d at laſt 
o enter on a New Praftice of Piety, and now lookin 
on the Divers Actions and Opinions of Men, there is al- 
moſt none which to me ſeems not Vain and Uſeleſs; 
yet I am extreamly ſatisfied with the Progreſs which 
Cas it ſeems to me ) I have made in the Search of Truth, 
and have now choſen that Nigbt Religion, in which II 
venture my Heaven and Eternal Happineſs. 
I know how ſubject we are to miſtake in thoſe things 
which concern us, and how Jealous w&ought to be of the 
Faden of our Friends, when in our Favour. But 
I dilcoyer in theſe SPECULATIONS, the Experience 
of Forty Years, and Repreſent therein my Life, as in 4 
Nature, to the end that every one may Judge thereof; 
and that learning from Common Fame, what Men ſay 
my Naked Thoughts, I may find a New Means of 
Iaſtructing my Self, and thereby Paſs to Heaven with 
Freater Aſſurance. ES | 
The Athenian Oracle never pretended to be Infalliblez 
neither is it my defign to charge thoſe with Schiſm, 


who ſerve God in a Meeting, with as much (or per- 


haps more) Devotion, than I do in tbe Eſtabliſht 
Church, but only to ſhew bow / govern my own He, 
and what, need there is (in this Wicked Age) of a 
New Practice of Pieiy. Fe 
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The Now Pzactice of Piety. 5 
I Reverenc d our Theolopy, and pretended to Heaven 
as much as any; but having learnt, as a moſt certain 
Truth, that the Right Way to it, is no leſs open i te 
mois ant, then to the mot Learned; and that thoſe 
Revealed Truths, which led thither, were beyond our 
Qnderftanding z I durſt not ſubmit to the weakneſs of 
my Rariocination 3 and I thought that to undertake to 
examine them, and to ſucceed in it, requir'd ſome extra- 
ordinary Aſſfiftance from Heaven and ſomewbas more than Mam. 
I ſhall ſay nothing of Philoſophy, but that ſeeing it 
hath been cultivated by the moſt Ercellent Wits, which 
have liv'd theſe many Ages, and that yet there is nothing 


which is undiſputed, and by conſe which is not doubr- 


I cou d not preſume ſo far, as to hope to ſucceed 
er than others. And conſidering how many Diffe- 
rem Opinions there may. be on the ſame thing, maintain d 
by Learned Men, and yet that there never can be but 
one only Truth ; 1 declar'd ( almoft / all falſe, which had 
Ro more then Probability i in it. 
As for other Sciences, ſince they borrow their Princ- 
— from | Philoſophy, I "judg'd that nothing which was 
lid, cou'd be built upon ſuch Unſound Foundations 3 
and neither Honour nor Wealth were ſufficient to invite 
me to the ſtudy of them; For (I thank God) I found not 
{yen in a condition which oblig d me to make a rade 


Letters for the of my Fortune. And although 
of made it not my on to deſpiſe Glory with the 
Cynick Pet did I — that which I cou d not 
4 ut by Falſe 

And laſtly, 9 ie Studies, I thought 1 


already too well und at they were, to be any 
more ſubjett to be dec either by the promiſes of 
an Alchymiſt, or by the Predictions of an Aitrologer, or 
by the Impoſtures of a "Magician, or by the artifice or 
brags of thoſe Quacks who profeſs to know more than they do. 
of reaſon whereof, as ſoon as my years freed me from 
#he ſubjettion of my Tutors, I wholly gave oyer the ſtudy 


of Letters, and reſolving to ſeek v0 orber knowledge, but 


r could find in my ſelf, or in the great Book & ve 
dd; I imployed the reſt of my youth in Travel, to 
ſee Courts and Armies, 10 frequent Peopie of ſeveral ku. 
ms ad conditions, to gain Experience, to _; 
: el 


Tho New Pzactice of Piety, h 
ſelf in thoſe Encounters of Fortune which ſhou'd occur 
and every where to make ſuch a Neſteitios on thoſe ibingi 

. which. preſented themſelves to me, that 1 might draw Prof 

5 them. For (methought) I could meet with far more 


TRUTH in the Diſcouries which every Man makes 
touching thoſe affairs which concern him, whoſe event 
«would quickly condemn him, if he had judg'd amiſs, 
then amongft thoſe: which Letter d Men make in their 
Claſets, touching Speculations, which produce no Ef- 
fett, and are of no conſequence to them, but that per- 
: haps they may gain ſo much the more vanity, as they are 
farther. differem from ; the Common Underſtanding ; Foraſ- 
much as he muſt have imployed the more wit and ſub- 
; tilty in endeavouring ta render them probable. And I 
- had always an extream deſire to learn to diſtinguiſh Truth 
from Falſbood, that I might ſee clearly into the Errors 
of my Life, and enter on a New Practice of Piety; and ſ0 
it hapned that by little and little, I freed my lelf from 
l | many Miſtakes which did eclipſe my Natural Light, and 
AY rendered me leſs able to Comprenend Reaſon. But after 
. Thad employed ſome years in tbus ſtudying ibe Book of tbe 
1 World, and endeavouring to get Experience, 1 took one 
1 day a Reſolution to ſearch alſo within my ſelf, and to em- 
If ploy all the forces af my Mind in the choice of The Right 
1 NM to Heaven; having therefore got the Weather- 
gage of Tourhful Miſtakes, by diligent Scrutinies, and pro- 
per Remarks; having put in blaace, and. weightd 
my Native Religion with au are extant, eve 


make that the obje&t on: w hich before wo 
only the effect of Prep as I was liſted a Sol- 
dicr of Chriſt in my Baf Wow, I declare my ſeif 
"A Volunteer in bis Service vas then done without 
my Knowledge, I now ratifie by my free Free Conſent. 
And I reſolve not to change my Bammer as long as I Live. 
Lis no Soleciſm in Divinity, to ſay chat the Prince of 
Peace, is the Lord of Hoſts. The Church Militant, is his 
Army compoſed of many Battalions in different Poſts,] 
and under var ious Orders. So long as they all ſerve the 


Beine of their Arms; I refuſe not to give the wort 


* 


eat Captain of our Salvation, and practiſe well the] 


__ - : of Peace to any, let him be of what Company or Tram 
= 4 o J 
= ; ) VET. 1 * | w + \ 7 * 1 
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1 am not fond of the Names which diſtinguiſh one 
party from another in the Church. I eſteem not a Man 
the better for being regimented in this Communion, rather 
than in that. And f-r ought I know, in the Camp of God, 
2 Reformade may be as acceptable, as in thoſe of Men. How» 
ever, a Mutineer in either is odious, and to raiſe Factions 
about Religion, is to adore Mrs, inſtead of Chriſt; and to 
commence a War, for the ſake of Peace, I cannot ap- 
prove of their bitter Zeal, who, if they cannot call down 
Fire from Heaven, will kindle it on the Earth, againſt all 
that think not as they do. He is an ill Diſputant for Chri- 
ſtiauity, who uſes no other Topicks than Gun- powder 
and Steel The L gick of Mahomet becomes not a Diſciple ef 
Jeſus; and I ſhould mike but an Hypocritical Convert, 
were I to be Dragoon d into Religion by the Domineeruig 
Arguments of Booted Apoitles. | 

he uſe I make of this variety in Religions, is far dif- 
ferent : Tuth is Homogeneous, and attracts to it ſelf all 
chat is of its own Nature, whereſoever diſpers d or ſepa- 
rated, rejecting the reſt, as not pertaining to it. Thus I, 
overlooking the Errors and Miſtakes of thoſe who differ 
from me, at the ſame time embrace their Orthodox Tenets, 
and ſhunning their Vices, Timitate their Vertues. This is 
to take things by the right handle, and like the Be, cofuck 
Honey out of every Weed. It is of the Nature of the 
Sun, who has commerce with many Pollurions, yet re- 
mains himſelf undefiled; | 
I abhor that mere Courſe of joyning my ſelf with 
any Partyof Crime perm, to aber the pre- 
vailing Fact in, and aſſegę the Opinions moſt in Faſhion; 
this is to be a VWWeather bock in Religion; pliable to ever 
freſh Gale of Intere#. Neither, on the other fide, do I thin 
it good manners, or Prudence, to affront the Religion of the 
State, and by à ſaucy Impertinenee condemn thoſe v 
worſhip God in the manner preſcrib'd by the Laws of the 


Land. In my Travels I learn'd this Moderation, and he 


that knows not how to practice it, is not ſit to ſtir out of 
his Chimny Corner. Religion does not authortze Rudeneſs, 


neither is Arrogance compatible with Devotion. It is d iffi- 
* Cult to find a Company of four or = Men together, where. 


there 
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there is not at leaſt a Triumvirate of Religions, and he that 
will {cc up tor 4 LH tor amon;; chem, fl I have alltheir 
Forecs uniecd agai himſclf. IL 
I donc t value any Man' Religion by his rch d looks, 
or ſupercil ius Gravity, I hate to put on an unt cable Face, 
or ſere v my lelf into en ill- humour d Kiddle, 1 do not 
angle tor the ( haracte of a Saint, by mapt teriaily declaim- 
ing agaiuſt the Innecent Divertiſements of Humane Life, 
and ranking things Ind ifferent among the greteſt Crimes. 
Above all, I cann-t approve of choſe who are prone to 
faſten Gods Judgments on particular Occaſians, as if they 
alone cou*d unlock the Secrets of the Aimi;hrv, and were 
the Privy-Counſe:lors of Heaven, No Man's m fortune 
mall eſcape their Cenſur-, but forgetting what our Saviour 
ſaid of thoſe on whom che Tower of Siloam fell, they con- 
demn all alike, and preſume to diſtribute the Hiuine Fuſtic 
by their own Weights and Meaſures. I am in Love with 
That ſaying of Plato, There is no Envy in the Deity. Aſſu- 
redly that Immenſe Ocean of Goodneſs never ceaſes to 
fhow'r down his Favours and Bleffings, cn all that are ca- 
pa ble of receiving them; and he is not partial to any of 
is Creatures. Like the Sun, he imparts his Influence to 
all che World, and if they rejoyce not in his Beams, the 
Clond that hinders them is of their own raiſing. Thoſe 
Men will hardly proſelite me, who dreſs the Deity in a 
frigheful Hgure, and then woud perſwade the VVorld dis 
his Eſſential Complexion. VVhile they exclaim againſt Pi- 
ures and Images, they themſelyeg commit 1dolatry : They 
ſet up an infinite Tyrant, moroſe bi trary and cruel, in- 
ſtead of the Original, Increated Beauty and Goodneſs; 
worſhiping the Idol ot their own Imagination, inſtead of the 
Indulgent Facher of all things. 
Ido not take Prayer to conſiſt in ſaying o'er the devouteſt 


Colle&s and Oraiſonsof the Church, without a due Application 


Spirit. This is the Sacrifice of Fools, without Salt or Fire, and 
therefore muſt needs be unſavoury roGod.The bendedknee, 
ſubmiſs Looks, and even 2 Body proſtrate to the Ground, 
unleſs accompained wich a proportionate Fry vour and Hu. 
mility of che Sau, are but Religious Compliments, . _ a 


* 


tency, the other thro Preſumption. This bringing rm with- 
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Pious Banter, Such Mock-Addrefles, I doubt, are not 
graciouſly receiv'd in the Court of Heaven. 
An equal diſlike I have for thoſe who offer up fi 

and unhallowed Flames; burning Incenſe, whoſe Compaſi- 
tion is not warantable ; who hold not faſt che Form of 
ſound VVords, but giving the Reins to their Tongue, ſuffer 
it to commit a thonſand Indecencies in the Hearing of 
Him who made the Ear. Theſe, as well as the former, are 
guilty of Crimen leſe Majeſtatis ; while they affront Heaven 
withTautologies and vainRepetirions. The one thro' inadvert- 


out Matter, That offering Matter without Form ;, ard 
both wanting the Spirit and Life of ſincere Devotion. Let I 
neither cenſure ſuch as uſe an allowable Form,provided it be 
accompained with attentive Devotion: And leſs thoſe who 
addreſs themſelves to Heaven in words of their own chooſing, 
provided it be ſeaſon'd wich Diſcretion, and a modeſt So- 
briety of Spirit. For when a Man fitly qualified, endued 
with Learning too, and above that, adorn'd with a good 
Life, breaks out into warm and well deliver'd Prayer be- 
fore his Serm n, it hath the appearance of a Divine Ra p- 
ture, he raiſeth and leadeth the Hearts oſ the Aſſembly in 
another manner than the moſt compos'd or beſt ſtudied 
Form of words can ever do: And choſe” Formal Suplicants; 
who ſerve up all the Sermon wich the (ame garniſhin 


would look like ſo many Statues, g Men of Straw, in t 
Pulpit, compar'd with thoſe cho fy with ſuch a power- 
ful Zeal, that Men aretempted 4 moment to believe 


Reaven it ſelf hath directed their Words to them. 

On the other fide, I think not that to be the only Au- 
thentick Prayer, which is attended with Senſual Raptures, 
and melting Entertainments: This is but the Smoke of 
Paſjon, and ſoon vaniſhes; a mere Vapour or Ebullicion, a 
pleang warmth of good Natures, and frequently the pro- 
per left of a Sanguine Complex ion. 

Prayer is the Zxal tation of the Soul, the Flight of a Sub- 
limated Spirit e It makes a Man an Angel pro Tempore, while 
his abſtracted Mind takes the Mig, and ſoars ateft, hovering on 
the Borders of Paradice, He then breathes immortal Airs, burns 
like a Seraphim, and flames out with Haly and defecate Fires, 
like the moſt exataſi d Orders of th a Court. | 
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For my own part, I can Pray men Scandingor SHURS; it 
either at my Buſineſs or at my Repaſt; with or without I ne / 
VVords and Ceremonies. And this I take to be the only 
Method of complying with St. Pauls Counſel, when he to 
bids us Pray without ceaſmg, A ſwift and Pious Ejacula- & bly 
tion many Times does the Office of a multitude of Words | thi 
my the moſt appoſite and elegant in Humane Language) I Si 
ince God underſtands the Diale# of the Heart, as well as I ing 
that of the Tongue, being the Architect of both. ; I | 
The Poſture which Pythagoras enjoyn d his Diſciples, I dit 
when they appear d betore the Code, was not without a if Re 
Myſtery. He bid them hold their Tongues revers d; inti- I co 
mating thereby that they ſhould. obſerve a devout Silence I me 
in ſuch Tremendous Company, and utter no VVords which I Fo. 
were not dipt in the Heart. And Icould wiſh the Advice ¶ ane 
of Solomon, inſtead of a Noſce Teipjum, were engraven on || th 
the Frontiſpiece of our Churches. My Son, when thou Or 
* entereſtthe Houſe of God, let thy words be few, and be I ov: 
more ready to hear, than to offer the Sacrifice of Fools. I wit 
In all this, I aim at a Devotion that is Maſculine and Solid, Idi 
Diſcreet and Humble; Sincere and Modeſt; fullof Primitive ITI 
Reverence, and the Fervor obe firſt Ages. Ito 
In proper ſpeaking, our ſilent Neceſſities are elo · ¶ wil 
quent Prayers, and the wants which are hardeſt to be ut- 
tered, are ſuch a prevailing Rhetorick with God, as oft times 
brings down ſwifter B jef from Heaven, than our loudeſt 


* Letanies ; even we oi es are moſt willing to diſpoſe 
of our Alms to a Du In, who by being diſabled to 
make his Addreſs any other ways than by mute Signs, does 
by that Pathetick kind of Complain? engage our Charity. 
Indeed every Innocent Action of our Lives is a Prayer : Bic 
the more extraordinary Performances of Heroick Vertie, 
pierce the Clouds, ſtorm the Regions above, and plunder 
Heaven it {elf (it I may ſo ſpeak) of its choiceſt Neſ- 


6. | | 
= to Publick Prayer, I own there is a Neceſſity of 
ufing ſome Forms and Ceremmies ; and thoſe are the beſt, 
which have the greateſt Efficacy to excite and regulate our 
Devotion. Not too Pompous and Theatrical, nor ſlovenly- 
and mean, but ſuch as become the Houſe of Cod, and give 


- 


| Ul 


The New Paactice of pietv. 13 


it an external Beauty, not a meer Pageantry of Holi- 


neſs. 
That Cuſt-m of the Greeh, and other Eaſtern Churches 
to ſeparare the Men frem the VVomen in the Publick Aſſem- 
bly, ſeems co have ſomething of Antiquity for its Plea, tho 
the diſuſe of it in theſe Weſtern Parts make us think it a 
Singularity. I envy nut that Sex the Liberty of VVorſhip- 
ing God, and being preſent at the Pabl ck Solemnites ; yet 
I grudge them a Privilege which is ſo maniteſt an Impe- 
diment to our Devotion, as is their rehearſing aloud the Pſalms, 
Reſpinſes and other Portims of the C:mmon-Prayer. J 
cou'd ftand beſide the fair ſt of that Sex in the Church, un- 
mov'd as Marble, their brighteſt Charms ſerving but as 
Foils t ſer off the incomparable Emincncy of that Majeſty 
and Gry who is adored in that Place. But when I hear 
them break the bounds of Female Modeſty, whoſe greateſt 
Ornament is Silerce z when I Fear their Tongues running 
over the Prayers, as loud, if not louder, than the Men, either 
with a careleſs wantonneſs or affected Gravity, their Eyes 
divided betwixt an amorcus Glance, and a devout Ogle, 
This, I muſt confeſs, gives me Offence ; tis an Obſtacle 
to my Devotion, and makes me think the Grecians are not 

without reaſon in aſſigning a particular Place of the Church 

to the Women, where they can neither be ſeen nor heard. 

And this will not ſeem uncourtly or auſtere, if we remember 

that St. Paul himſelf has ſaid, I permit not a Woman to ſpeak in 

the Church. And in ancther place, Let Women have 

Power on their Heads | that is, be covered or veiled ] he- 


cauſe of the Angels; or as ſome interpret it, becauſe of the 


oung Men. 

I wiſh for a purer Reformation in the Church than we have 
hitherro ſeen; yer I am not for tearing up Chriſtianity by 
the Roots. 7 could be glad to ſee the Houſe of God purged 
and cleanſed, the Building Repair'd and; Beautified, with - 
out Removing it from the Fundations.. The Office of a Bi- 
bop and a Presbyzer, to me, ſeems no other ways differenc'd 
han thus; I look upon aPresbyter as a Parochial Biſpop, and 
Biſhop as a Dioceſan Presbyter. Their Dignity equal in 
Nuality, t ho not in Quantity. The one has power of ad- 


wniſtring the Sacraments as well as the other: Only for _ 
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fake of Order and g od Government inthe Church, one is 
inveſted with a Furi/di@jon, and Superiority, of which che 
other is as capable, it duely Elefted to It. 

_ T envy not the Biſhops, or Ruling Presbyters, their Tem- 
poral Hoaours and Riches, neither wou'd Tbea Levellerin 
the Chuich of God: Yer it were a deſirable thing, it there 
were a more equal Diſtribution of Ecclefiaſtical- Benefices, 
chat the pooreſt Preaching Presbyter might have an Income 
that ſhould free him from the Temptation of envying 2 
Fourney-man Carter, and other inferior Trades who man 
times can boaſt of a larger Stipend than ſome of the Aini- 


Fry. ; 1 va 
* Pluralities and Non-Reſidents were never heard of in the 
Primitive Ages, and it is a ſhame there ſhould be ſo many 
fat Parfonages, and yet ſo many lean Parſons, It is the 
- Devil's Market where Church -Livings are bought and 2 
and ſuch Spiritual Huck fters deſerve to be whipt out o 
the Temple. | 
Trefuſe not to bow at the Name of Jeſus, yet can give no 
Reafon why Iſhould not as well bow ar the Name of Joſhua, 


\ 


they being both one and the ſame in the Hebrew. And that 


Scripture, which is made to countenance this Ceremony 

ſeems to me to ſpeak no more than that in the Name of 
Cbriſt all add reſſes ſhould be made to God the Father. For 
it it were to be literally taken, why do they who ſo re- 
ceive it, bow the Head, inſtead of the Knee? Beſides, 1 
ſee no Reaſon why I ſhou'd not bow at the Name of Meſ- 
iin, Chrift, Emamiel, fincethe Redeemer of the World is 
catted by all theſe Names? Nay, why ſhould nor I. pay the 
ſame Reverence toall the Names of God in all Languages, 
eſpecially to that tremendous Name Fehovah, which the 
Jens think it unlJawſul to utter? 'Tis true indeed, I can 
comply with the Cuſtom of the Church in a thing not di- 


rely oppoſite to any ee Command; but I proteſt at 


the fame time, my wiſhes are, that a Cuſtom acknowleg d 
to be indifferent, eyen by thoſe who moſt zealouſly plead 
for irs practice, were rather diſus d, than impos d on Men 


of tender Conſciences, ſince it gives ſo much Scandal, and |. 


has no Authority but that of Tradition to back it. 


Lam naturally a Lover of Muſick, and believe in has | 


an efficacy in compoſing or ruffling the Sp 
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irits, according]. 
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not on the Superior Fuculties ot the Soul. 
of to preſent him with the Firſt-Fruits'of our P 


ſnip d in Spirit and Trutb, and not 


ous Leſſons on the Organ, or other I 
dral, hearing the Organ ftrike up, fell a danci 


with Auſiok, ſince the 7eme, from whom we 


being 


15 


to the various kinds of it. Bur I find its moſt imme- 
diate Operation is cn the Fancy, and ſenſual Aﬀettions, 


er And therefore 1 
ſee no uſe ot it in the Church, where we come not to 


Homage to God in the ſtrength of an exalted Ima ination, 


tho” 


never ſo reſin d, but to offer up our ſelves a Living $acri- 
fice, which is our Rational Service, ſince God is to be wor- 


with airy Notions, and 


Tho' the Ear is a Member conſecrared to the Service of 
ligion, fince Faith comes by Hearing, yet I cannot obſerve 
that my Faith is at any time increasd by the moſt Harmoni- 

ö ruments of Muyfich, 
uſed in Divine Service. Neither do Tadmireat the Country- 
man's Freak, who the firſt time he had ever been in aCathe- 
ng, as tho? 
he had been in a Mufick-Houſe. To ſpeak freely, I know 
not why we may not praiſe God as acceptably in a Dancc, as 
ow ourAr- 
- gaments forthelatter, did as uſually practice the former; there 
but little uſe of the one without the other. To me 2 
Chapter in the Bible is the beſt Huſick in the World, and uo 


Melody like that of a good Sermn, where the Preacher, ſike a 


x lful Artiſt, reconci 


the Diſcords of the Law and the 
I] Goſpel ; and between the Embleins and Types of the one, 


and the Subſtantial Traths and Myſteries uf the other, ſtrikes 
up ſuch a grateful Harmony, as far exceeds the beſt Con- 
fort in the World, tho? it were as charming as Nebuchiaid- 


'nex2.4r's, and made up of the whole Family of Myſrch, 


I amagreat Admirer of good Fainting and Sculpture, yet 
ean never find them Helps, bur Hinderances to my Devuoti- 
en; fince it is impoſſible for the greateſt Maſter that ever 

; profeſs d thoſe Arts, to draw or carve to the Life, what 
was neyer expos d to any of his Senfes, or to contrive a 
Figure of that which bas no Reſemblance, the uiſible Di- 


vinity. Indeed a Man's own Fancy in ſuch Cafes is the 


Inages, tis ot ſuch as our own Imagination frames: 


a Painter ;/andif it be lawful to make uſe of Pillures or 


Let 


this is the way to become Anthropomorphires, and Lg I 
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God under the Similitude of a Man; or to follow the Paganſ ; 
_  ” Vanities, and adore him under the likeneſs of a Beaft, off | 
ſome other ſenſible Figare; ſince all the Ideas of char Mir | 
mick Faculty, are but the Tranicripts of External Objects; 
. riftotle's Maxim being truer of this, than of che [nrellef, 
That chere is nothing in it which was nt firſt in the See. 
The only way to have a true Idea of God, is th ſuppreis ch 
Operations of this buſie Fyity; and by withdrawing inte 
the moſt inward Receſs of the Mind there, as in a Mrrour, t. 
contemplate that Infinite Eſſencc, whois lid behind Hmſel 
if I may ſo ſpeak) and cannot be diſcover'd bur by hi 
Back- parts. | "74. 
A is with Pleaſure that f behold Rim in his Rays which 
Aſhine in all his Works, and he has caft his ſhadow through 
ont the _— but I ſhould be oppreſt with Glory, were 
J capable ot fixing my _ on that Abyſs of Splendors, be- 
fore which the moſt 7lluſtrious Spirits in Heaven cover 
their Faccs, as if they were aſham'd of their comparative 
Imperfe&ions, and were not able to behold that Original 
Tacreated Purity without a Bluſh. 
have no ambition to become anEagle inDivinity,neither 
do I emulate the rowring Flights of ſuch as pretend to ex- 
traordinary Revelations, I had rather walk under the 
Piaxxas of Gods Church, than on the Battlements of the 
Devils Chappel, leſt my Head ſhould grow giddy with 
Enthuſsaſms, and I be blown off irom thoſe Heighths and 
Pinnacles with ſome wind of vain Doctrine. That Father 
of che Arrian Hereſie was an Icarus in Religion, he had lofty 
Thoughts and ſoaring Specularions, but he flew without a 
Guide, he forſook the Path of his Mother the Church, hi 
ak melted, and he had a terrible Fall, which ar onc 
berefc him of his Life, and (tis co be fear'd) of his Salva 
tion. | 
I take great Pleaſure ſometimes to find my ſelf entangled 
in Difficulties and Dangers, out of which I have no Skill 
to extricate my. ſelf, I never think my felt ſafer than i 
-» Juch a Labyrinth of thwarting Events, as no Clue of my ow 
Reaſon or Experience can lead me out. Tis then I e 
de chearful and triumph, knowing my Deliverance'is'nea 
at hand. And herein lies the Quinteſſence of my con 
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that I am thus particularly, and demanſtrative aſſuf d ot 
the Divine Favour and Protection, ſince nothing... below a 
Miracle of Providence could unty fo kngtty a. junfture; of 
Misfortunes. 8 | a7 eee - 1» oh 
Were all the Paſſages of my Life publiſh'd,, it won d. be 
taken for more than a Romance, it is ſo full of Adventures, 
which ſurpaſs rhe Stories of Gyants, Monſters, Enchanted 
Caſtles, and the whole Syſtem. of Knight Erranzry," Such 
ſtrange and unexpected Eſcapes as I have made from the 
very Jaws of Death, exceed the Fables of Poets, And had 
no other Reaſon but the Remembrance of my own Perils 
and Deliverances, it were more than enough to convince 
me of an unerring Eye that watches over Mankind. _ This 
makes me chearful and eaſie in all humane Circumſtances; - 


and reconciles me to che Stoicks. I look on all things to 4 [ 5 
| | 
| 


be govern'd by a fixed Law and Deſtiny ; and therefore 
cou d quietly fir down with George. Withers, and fRy,. Nec 
habeo, nec cares, nec curo. I confider my {elf as a Part of 


the Univerſe, and therefore am never troubled at any thing 


which happens to me, ſince it comes not to paſs without 
the Knowledge and Will of him who in all his Diſpenſati- 
ons has Regard to the Good of the Whole; from which Tam 
not excluded as a Member, and therefore muſt needs parti- 
cipate of the Common Benefit, even when I think I ſuffer. 
Damage. I am not peeviſſi at a Calumny, nor waſpiffi at 


a loſs.” When any one does me an Injury, I take a ſingu- 


lar Pleafare in forgiving him. There is nothing fo. much 
gratifies an ill Tongue, as when it finds an AR HEAR- 


ER; nor nothing ſo much diſappoints and vexeth it, as Cam- 


neſs and a Quiet Spirit. It is the moſt exquifire and inno- 
cent Revenge in the World, to return Gentle Words, or none 
at all, to 11] Language. There is ſuch a Noble Pride attends 
this generous Conqueſt of an Enemy, as far ſurpaſſes the ce- 
lebrated Sweetneſs of Revenge. I hate to gratifie my Paſſi- 
on the common way; and becauſe he has acted the part of 
an ill Man, I muſt do ſo too, or worſe, by giving {Cope to 
my Rage, and-executing the ſevereſt Dictates of my Fury, 
He is but a Tinker in Morality, who to repair one Breach, 


makes another; and perhaps wider than the firſt, *Bes 


ſides; tis the moſt profitable kind of Revenge, when Tru 
@Wrong to an Advantage, oy: cancelling it; fince thereby. F 
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'18 Che New Pꝛactice of Piety. 
make a Friend of an Enemy; and if he have but the leaſt 
Spark of Gratitude and Vertue, my Benigniry makes him nor 
only bluſh at his Offence, , bur puts him upon ſome ingenu- 
ous Study how to make me amends, nd hs 
This NEW WAT of revenging of Wrongs, has been my 
conſtant Practice for ſ1x Months; fo that now, 0 forgive 
Injuries, is ſo eaſie to me, tis ſcarce a Trouble. And when 
any wound me with Slanders, I meet em with PAL 
ENCE.: Haſty Words ranckle the Wound, ſft Language dreſſes 
it ; Forgiveneſs cures it, and Oblivion takes away the Scar, It 
is mote noble by Silence to cover an Injury, than by Argu- 
ment to overcome or ſpread it. 

Thus (when any wrong me) I 4M BRAVELY REVEN- 
19 GED; Tlight'it, and theWork*s begun; I forgive it, and 
eis find': He is below himſelf, that is not above an Injury: 
But if my Brother PRVATETLT offends me, I reprove him 
- privately; and by this means, when he has loſt himſelf in 
an Injury, T find him again in my Forgiveneſs. He that 
rebubes 2 private Fzult openly, ſordidly betrays it, rather than 

reproves it, SAP 
Fig Burn all Caſes of this Nature, I change Conditions with 
other, and then ask my Conſcience what I would be done to? 


. 


dim; and, I'm ſure, is Right Chriſtianity. 

Is eſteem it one of the moſt ſubſtantial Exerciſes of Re- 
bein, co ſubduc our Paſſns: And becauſe Anger is the 
mot iolent and precipitate, I uſe my moſt ſtrenuous En- 
=_ dcavours to ſtifle this in its Embryo. Other Paſims take a 
k gradual Riſe, and inſinuate by ſteps ; but Wrath, lixe Gun- 
Powder, takes Fire all at once, and blows a Man up before 
_ fiduous Practice, labour'd to get the victory of this turbulent 
Affection; and 1 count it the Maler- piece of Humane Wit, 
t be above all Provocgtion. I cou'd long ago ſtop my 
Hand in the midſt of its Career, when aim'd at a faulty 
Servant, or ſcurrilous Companion; but now I can” bridle 
die Nerves which wou'd have ſtretch'd it forth, and carb 
» rhe officious Spirits which were ſo ready to ſally forth on 
aan Occaſion. TI ſcorn to ſuffer my Tingve to he my 
nd Deputy, and to laviſn our in unſeem'vy Expreſſions; 
as if the Height of Mans Wit and Valour, lay in a bitigg 
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Being refoly'd, 1 ZXCHANGE again, and do the like to 


he can look about him. Therefore I have by long and aſ- 
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The New Pꝛactice ot Piety. 13 
Repartes. Nay, I will not permit ſo much as my Cheek to 
change Colour, my Eye to ſparkle, or any other part of 
oy Face to receive the leaſt Impreſſion of my Reſentments, 
whereby it may be perceiv'd that 7 am fermented. If I am 
found dead on the ſpot, what matters it? Not being able to 
gwern Events, I endeavour to govern my Self. 'Tis the great- 
eft of Dominions, to rule ones Self and Paſſions. Yet ar 
the ſame time I am not inſenſible of an Affront, nor 
void of due Reflection on it. All that I aim at, is to com- E 
ply with the Apoſtles Advice, To be angry and not to ſin. —- 
T have no Pannick Fears of Death upon me, neither am "' 
J ſollicitous, how or when I ſha!l make my Exit from the 
Stage of this Life; much leſs do I trouble my ſelt about the 
manner of my Burial, or ro which of the Elements I ſhall 
commit my Carcaſs. I envy not the Funeral State of 11 
Great Men, neither do I covet the Embalming of the Egyp- wt 
tians, I wonder at the Fancy of thoſe who defire to be im- "x 
priſon'd in leaden Coffins till the Reſurrection, and to pro- 
tract the Corruption ot their Fleſh, out of which they ſhall _ 
be generated de Novo : As if they dreamt of riſing whole, © 
as they lay down, and carrying Heſh and Blood into * 
Kingdom ot Heaven, without a Change. | a 
For my Part, I admire the Indian Obſequies; and were it 
not againſt the long eſtabliſnt Cuſtom of my Country, wou d 
ſooner bequeath my Body to the Fire, than be inhum d; that 
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ſo I might be ſooner reſolv d into the Elements of which T = 
was firſt compounded. - -; 1 * 1 
Vet inſtead of that nearer way to Diſſolution, I can be 4 f 


contented to undergo the tedious Converſation o Warms 
and Serpent, thoſe greedy Tenants of the Crave, who will 
never be ſatisfied till they have eat up the Ground-Landlord, *. 
Ido not puzzle my felt with projecting how my ſcatten t 
Aſhes. fhall be collected together, neither do I for that Re- 4 
ſon take Care for an Urn to encloſe them. I am ſarished, | 
that at the laſt Trumpet, I ſhall rife with the ſame Mndvigue* *% 
al Body, I now carry about me, tho' there may not hen 
be one of the ſame Individual Atumes to make it up, Win 
are its preſent Ingredients, For neither are they the 
ſame now as they were twenty years ago. Yet I may be _—_— 
properly ſaid to have the ſame Individual Body at this Hour, 
which my Mother brought forth into the World, tho it is | 
— £ F 2 manifeſt, 
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20 Ehe Mew Piackice of Piety ?- 
mazifeſt, that there is 0 vaſt an Acxeſſiam of other Par- 
ticles Tince that time, as are enough to make Ten ſuch Bo- 
dier as 1 had then. Which implies ſuch a perpetual Flux 
of che former, às *rwould be a Solæciſm in Philoſophy to 
think 1 haye one of my Infant Atomes now left about 


me. * . 
lt after all this, I may be ſtill ſaid to have the ſame In- 
dividual Body as 1 had then, tho there be not one of the 
fame individual Atomes left in its Compoſition, hy may we 
por afſert che ſame of the-Bigies we ſhall have after the Re- 
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_  Mividuationof it, the Meum and Tuum, proceeds only from 
1 the infinitely different Firms which actuate it. Thus when 
my Soul at the Reſurfection, eitlier by its own Energy, or by 
_ - thcPowerof God, and Aſſiſtance of Angels, ſhall be rein- 
_ veſted with a Boch, it is proper to ſay it will be the ſame 
Individual” Body I have now, tho made up of Atomes which 
neyer before were Ingredients of my Compoſition; ſince not 
3 rhe Matter, but the Formi, gives a Title to Indi viduation. | 
am the more willing to believe this will be the man- 
der of our Reſurrect ion, becauſt 7 think it not Decorpus to 
pur che Angels on the Drudgery of Scavengers; as if it ſnould 
141 ac that Day be their Employment to ſweep the Caves and 
co0C bet. bonſes, to ſift thè Elements, and rake in all the Re- 
$ 'ceptacles of the Dead, for Mens divided Dit. Not that 
pink ir impoſſible for Go# even this way to accompliſh 
_ th Refbre&jon of the Dead, tho the Bydies of all Mankind 
Were crurtibled into Duſt, and that Duſt ſcatter d before 
een, or diſtill'd into Water, or attenuated into Air, or 
mus choſe Bodies were eaten by the Beaſts of the Erh, or 
dhe rim of che Sea, and thoſe Beaſts and Fiſhes taten again 
dy wen. Tho they Thow'd'undergo all theſe Changes and 
3 Teanfimigrations, yet Were chey ſtill in che great Repoſitory 
= of God) The whole World: in this ſenſe, being but as one 


great Srore- houfe, and all the Elements as To many cell. 
therein ſo that whereſoever we ſnall be laid up, whether 
he Bellies of Fiſbes, Entrails of Beaſts, or by various 
rersxions become the Hod of Men; yet the great Architect 
of alFrhings knows where to find our ſcarter'd Remnants 
-BuriwhyThould we engage him in ſo infinire a Task, when 
te Work may as well be done a nearer way? And put him 
3 | 4 | Ss 
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erection? Matter is one and the ſarhe in all Bodies; the In- 
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to the Expence of multiplying Miracles, when fewer will 
ſerye the turn? When the Grand Alarm is given, He can 
wx {| ſoon fit dür Souls wich proper Matter for their future Bu- 
to der, out of the Elemente, as weil as out of their own An- 
ut || nate Embers. The Fewiſh Rabbins ſeem to deny the 
gathering together our diſpers d Aſhes, and affign the 
n« Trouble to a certain ſmall Bone in every Man's Back, which 
they taß, never fufters any Putrefactinn, but remaining to 
ve | the laſt Day in irs Primicve Conſiſtency, impaſſible and 
& {| incorruptible, is them ichpregnated by a Dew from Heaven, 
n- | which diffüfing its Fertue like a Ferment, not only ani- 
m] mates and quickens this Scminal Bone, but alſo attracts all 
en the Homes, which formerly conſtiruted the Body, tho diſ- 
by pers d in the remoteſt Corners, and moſt hidden Rereſſes of 
n- | the Vifwerſe, marſhalling them in the ſame Order as they 
ne | had before the Diflutjm, and ſo in a moment recovering 
ch] the Body to its Primitive State. But theſe are groſs Con- 
6r | ceſpts for Chriſtians, who believe that our Bodies Mall in that 
| mr Find Change become Spiritual and Tiithortal, be- 
n- Ing for &ver diveſted of all the peculiar Eifchmſtamtes Of 
to Fleſh, and Blood. Wand | J deu 21920 EC 4 
d Let the manner be how it will pleaſe Goc, Im raviſn d 
nd to think What a bright and ſerene Morning che ReſurreFion 
e- e after the long Night of Death; and chelanguiſh- 
ing Sſumbers ot the Grave! How vigorous and active we 
in Mhaltrife from dur Beds of Darkneſs, how 2 and hlithe 
1d] from the e eons of Harror and Silence! More 4 
re rightlyrhan Youth; © ſtronger than Lions; and ſwifrer 
or chan Eagles! Full of Light full et Joy, we ſhall ſoar 4. 
or loft, and like well mounted Travellers poſt it away through 
in] che Balnm Air, and liquid Skier, till we arrive at the place 
nd of ISOs Manſions, and be welcom'd to the Houſe of nn 
x. I date not, with ſome of the Jewiſh Rabbins,ſay that all 
% hal} nor riſe ar the great pi; much leſs will 1 preſume ws 
ei withothers, to particularize fo far, as to exclude all thols 18 
ul who periſtrd in Wa# s Flood; or with a third forr,tofean-".. 
2 e the ler eh n 0 the Children of Hrael; as if we, that qt 
es. arc of the Gentiles,” were not capaple of it as well as they s 
But above all, I reect the Cenſure of the Taulnudiſts, HE 
m . that neither Bithz, the Concubine of Jacob, chat 
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mmof the 1% Linz, but a Branch of the Gentiles. 
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22 The New Paactice of Piet). 
with Reuben; nor Doeg that cauſed Saul to kill Abimelech 
and the Prieſts; nor Gebazi the Servant of Elijab the Pro- 
phet, nor Achitophe/, David's prime Miniſter of State, ſhall 
riſe from the Dead, Theſe are the Memoirs of Hebrew Su- 
perflition ;, Invidious Remarks, the peculiar Hereſie of that 
over- weening Nation. 

Yer I am more ſcandaliz d at ſome Chriſtians,who will 
not allow Salvation to any Man that is not within the vi- 
fible Pale of their Church; as if the Eternal Sun of Juſtice 
were Eclips'd to all that are out of their narrow Horizon. 
Surely He enlightens every Man that comes into this 

' World, and his &ays are not confin'd to Countries or Par- 
3. He ſnines Univerſally, and no Man can trace him in 
the Zodiack of his Mercy. 3 
I dare not, tis true, (with 7aſtin Martyr) canonixe the 
Philoſophers, and place Socrates and Heraclitus in Heaven ; 
neither am I ſure that Ariſtotle, by his learned Treatiſes of 
Heaven, has obtain d an Inheritance there himſelf, Tis 
too officious a Regard, and too bold a Chagity, thus hap- 
pily to diſpoſe of Particular Men, On the other ſide, I 
dread to paſs the Sentence of Damnation on all the antient 
Pagans, and to aver that none were ſaved that died before 
the fifteenth Lear of Tiberius. Tho' the mere Light of 
Natural Reaſon was not ſufficient to conduct them, nor all 
their Araliiꝭ, enough to entitle them to Sani Felicity 
Yet I cannot be perſwaded that the infinite Goodneſs 
would doom the vertuous Gentiles to the Abyſs of Miſery, 
Neither can any Man demonſtrate, That Chrift was not the 
Light of the Gentiles before his Incarnation, as well as af- 
cer; and ſince Abraham ſaw his Day and was glad, how do 
- = we know. that Plato, Solon, Lycurgus, Pythagoras, . Cyrus, 


renown'd for their Prudence, Temperance, Fortitude, Chaſti- 
i, Liberality, and the like Vertues, might not alſo be fa- 
£ zaur'd with a glimpſe of the qſeſſiat, the Deſire of all Nati- 
"7s, before he appear d in the Fleſh? Tho we have no 
in Scripture. of Hermes Triſmigeſtus, Zoroatter, 
„ Homer, Theogenes, Epictetus, Theſeus and Heren- 
det we cannot be aſſured, but that they had Faith, and 


* 


expeted che Redeemer to come, as well as Job, who was 
when 


0” | Pythagoras travelling through Aſia, and particularſy con- 
ll verſant in Paleſtine, an Empedocles journeying into Africk, 
4 to leatu the Wiſdom of the Zzyptians; an Alexander the 
at Great falling at the Feet of the Hebrew High- Prieſt, I can- 
„not think the Heathen World to be ſo ignorant of the true 
ill Religion, as is commonly imagin d. They had a Balaam to 
t iaſtruct them, the $ybills to guide them to the Knowledge 
de of a future Aleſſias; and, for ought I know, ſome of them 
N. might have the Scriprures of the Old Teſtament too, or at 
IS | leaſt a good part of them, even before that celebrated 
Y- | Tranſlation of the Septuagint, was extant; ſince it was eaſie 
in for thoſe Gentiles, who had Commerce with the ems, to 
procure Copies of their Law, when ny were made Cap- 
tives in Media, Aria, Agypt, and Babylon. 
An Eſther lying in the Boſom of Ahaſuerus, a Daniel ſit- 
ting at the right Hands of Nebuchadneʒ zar, Belſhazzer, and 


Monarchs, in th® Myſteries of the Moſaice Law: And 
ſurely ſuch Holy Perſons wou'd never neglect fo noble a 
Work, as proſelyting the Kings and Princes of the Gentiles 
to God. 


had reach d the urmoſt Parts of the Earth, Kings came 
from far, and Queens from the remoteſt Borders of the Con- 
tinent, to be the Diſciples of that Royal Philoſapher, and Specta- 
tors of the Hebrew Grandeur. How could then the Djvine 0- 
racles be hid from the Gentiles, or the Sacred Tradition of 
Shiloh to come, not be delivered to the inquiſitive Nation: 
of the Earth! Wichour doubt the Eaſt ſaw the dawaing 
pf the Scar of Jacob, and the South could calculate his Me- 
n fricſan, even before he roſe. Neither wete the North and 
* the t without ſome glimerings of his Appearance. 


4- The Wiſe Men that came to adore him at Bethlehem, per- 


+ Formd but the Wiſhes of their Fathers, and the Eunuch of 
0 Iueen andaces made no Scruple to become a: Chriſtian, 
'> Ivhcn tin had convinc'd him that He of whom the Po- 
, Pets had fo long-foreiold, was now come in the Meſh. 
d Porely he was the Deſired of all Nations, the Hope of the 
 Wentiles, as well as the Glory of his People I/roe!, There- 
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The New Puctice of Piety. 23 
When I confider what Pains ſome of the wiſer Heathens 
have taken to find out the Truth; when I contemplate a 


Darius, had fair Opportunities of inſtructing thoſe Heathen. 


In the Days of Solomon, the Fame of the Zewiſh Nation , 
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fore I cannot number it among the Commendations of 


Cbriſtianity, that à great part ot thoſe who profeſs that 
Name,” are ſo preſumpruouſly uncharigable; as to damm al 
that were not of the Seed of Abrabam before Cbriſt came 
in the Fleſn; as it Salvation were-entail'd to one fumily, 
and no Man cou d go to Heaven that was not circumcis'd. 

Much rather had I believe, That in the very Inſtant of 
Death, God reveal d the Myſtery of Redemption to many in- 
nocent and vertuous Perſons among the Gentiles, and in- 


fus d a ſaving Faith in Chriſt into their Souls, at che very 


moment that their Senſes were forfaking their Bod ies. 
- Supplying their want of Seripture or Tradition, with che 
Inſpiration of his h Spirit, when chey were taking the 
laſt gaſp, and breathing out their own. Ao pet 
| of if this be not thoughr ſufficient, I will believe, That 
when Chriſt deſcended into Hell, he preach'd the Gel to 
the Spirits which were there in Priſon; not only thoſe who 
were diſobedient in the Days of Wah, but all fuck of the 
Race of Woh, as by compleating the Meaſure of their 
Sins, had ſunk themſelves into that Placr, whether they 
were Fewe or Heathens. And I cannot underſtand thoſe 
Texts of Scripture which mention his ſpoyling of Hell, and 
leading Captivity Captive, it they may not be applied 
to his Triumphant"Deliverance of ſome of cold Souls: which 
were ſhut up in the Infernal Caverns.” Neither do I . 
ceive any Hereſie in believing, there might be ſome . 
dus Heathens in the Retinue he carried with Him from 
thence to Heaven, as well as ſome of the Sons of Hrael. 
However, leaving the manner of their Salvation to Gad, I 
will conclude, That ir is unreafonable, uncharitable and 
has too much of the Few in it, iel the Sentence ot 


Damnation on all the Gentiles, ſince the Holy Ghoſt has aſs 


ured us,” That God is no Reſpecter of Perſons, but he that 
in every Nation fears Him, and works Righreouſaefs, is ac- 
cepted of Him. U ! 

® Beſides, merhinks if matters were brought to the feve: 


® » xeft Ballance, it would not appear Heterodox to ſay, That 


as all Men ſinm'd in Adam, without their own perſonal 
Knowledge or Conſent, ſo ſome might be ſaved in Crit, 
even without a particular and perfonab Belief in Him, of 
© whom perhaps they never ſo much as heard. Wy Y 
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Some Grains of Allowance may be given to the involunta- 

ty Frailties of Humane Nature, ſome Indulgence granted to 
the invincible 7znorance. of a great Part of Adam's Poſterity, 
who if they knew not the HIGA-WAT to Heaven, which 
was reveal d to their Brethren. the Fews and:Chriſtians, 
might yet be conducted thither by fome B7-PATH; ſince 


it is too narrow a Conceit of God's Mercy, to chink, thar 


becauſe he had chictly manifeſted it in the Royal Road ot 
the Law and the Goſpel, therefore he could never go out 


of the beaten Track. This were to retrench the Divine 


Prerogative, and to tye Him up to limited Conditions, 
whoſe Ways are in the Great Deep, and whoſe Foot ſteps 
no created Being can trace. 3 
The Satisfaction I have of the Soul's Immortality, if it 
amounts not to a Demonſtration, may yet be numbred a- 
mong thoſe Proleptick Ideas that need none, as being ſelFe- 
vident. It is a Parallel with firſt Principles, and has e- 
qual Force on my Underſtanding; for I am not more 
convinc'd, That one and two make three, than that the Soul 
of Man is immortal. So that I make it not ſo much atyAr- 
ticle of my Faith, as a Propoſition of my Reaſon, and à Con- 
cluſion of Science, Yer I do not always go ſo far round a- 
bout, as by a long Train of Logical Deductions and Infe- 
rences, to diſpute my ſelf into the Remembrance of my 
Immortality; This indeed were neceſſary to perſwade ang- 
ther, but have a nearer Method to comfort my ſelf wich 
the Demonſtration of this Noble Truth, while it beconigs 
an Objechof my very Senſe, and I can feel that nmoftality 
ih my ſelf, which my Reaſon tells me another is poſſeſs d 
of, as well as I. This is eaſier to be experienc d, than ut- 


| ter'd in Words; tis an Art not to be acquired without aſſi- 


duous Reflection, and ſtrict Animadverſion on our on 
Thoughts. But the Fatigue is more than recompens d with 
the ineffable Pleaſure that attends it; for when by a long 


and often repeated Practice, a Man has found the way to? 
keep cloſe Pace with his owt Intel leck, in all its Fights — | 
he 


ahſtracted Starts from the Body, when he can ſtand on 


Brink of che Immaterial World, and perceive what is before, 
Him, perceiving alſo that he perceives it, then, tis he e n- 


ſoys Heaven by Anticipation, and foreſtalls his future Beati- 


tude, by taſting Immortality 8 preſent, He is riſen from: 
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„ The New Prittice of Piety. 
1 the Dead, before he dies; and lives an Eternity of Apes 

| In a Moment. Neither is chis a ſleeping Chimera, or a 
Waking Pream, but a real Truth; which, as T have faid, is 
eaſier praiſed than expreſſed. 


It Was but a drowfie Conceit in thoſe Fathers, who 
fancy d the Sou! ſhou'd ſleep in the Grave till the Reſurre- 
#ion of the Body. Had they well traced the Nature of a 
Spirit trom its Principles, they won'd not have provided a 
Dormitory for that Being which wou'd ceafe to be, ſnou'd 
it ccaſe to act; fince its very Eſſence implies a Contradiction 
to Ref. I cou d as eaſily, and wich equal Reaſon, believe it 
wilt be zmibilated at irs ſeparation from the Bad), or at 
leaſt that it ſhall be metamorphos'd into ſomething elſe, 
TI IK it continue the fame it was before the Diffolurion 
of che Body, ir muſt continue to think; it being indeed no- 
thing elte bat a pure Thought ; and how a. Thought can 
tak 4 Nap, is beyond the Verge of my Philoſophy to ap- 
prehend ; neither do I know of any thing in Divinity that 
ſeems to countenance ſo dull a Theorem. As for thoſe 
Text of Scripture which ſeem to adumbrate the Supreme 
Feljeiry of the Saints by the Notion of Reſt, I do not think 

- they mean a Ceſſation of the Souls natural Energy: for how 
zould it chen be capable of that Seraphich Love and Foy, in 

, © the Beafifich-Vifion, which is the chief Entertainment of 
* rhe Bfelled in Heaven? It ſeems rather to intimate the Soul's 
Eſcape and Deliverance from the Troubles and Inquietudes 
ofthis. iortal Life; which may very well be call'd 
a * REST, ang yet be conſiſtent with an Ait) far 
* © lurpalſſinz that which it was endued with in the Fleſh, 
_— TI Sc; clothes many abftruſe Myſteries in familiar 
= Dreſſes, the better to accommodate them to che Concepti- 
ons vulgar and ignorant People, who make up far the 
© greateſt Part of Mankind; and we muſt not expect the ri- 
id Definitions of Ariſtotle from the Sacred Pen-Men; Bur 
Nes we come ſcientiftally, and according to the Method 
of the Schools, to treat of the Natures of Things, we ought to 

” fieheth wich proper ind intelligible Terms, and purſue their 
e by a continu'd Progrefs, not by wild Firs and Starts. 
4M a not at all edified in rhe Notion of the Bleſſed Trantty, 
* by the fizhe of a Triangle, neither can thewhole Sytem of 
= rhe Marhematichs improve my Knowledge in this Polnr of 
8 ; Divinity, 
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The .Nein Paactice ofÞiety 27. . 
Ages Divinity, The three diſtinct Faculties of a Humane Sou? 
ora are far from illuſtrating to me [the-Three Perſons in One 


J, is ence, ſince there is a Subordination. in che Former, 
whereas there is an Equality in he Latter. Such Simili- 
who tudes and Compariſons, ſeem not to me a Stendgrappy or = 


wre- | ſhort Characters, but a falſe Spelling in Biuinig. And 
of a tho to wiſer Reaſons, and more Alive Beliefs, they may 
d 2 ſerve as Luminaries in the Abyſs of knowledge, yet wy WT. 
on's Heauy Fudgment will never be able to maunt on fuch © 
tion weak and brittle Scales and Rownigels to the lofty Hin- =: 
ve it nacles of true Theology, All the force of Rbetorical Wit 
rat has - not Edge enough to difleft fo rough 4 Subject; 
elſe, wherein the little obſcure Glimmerings we gain of chat 
tion Inacceſſible Light, comes not to us in direct Beams, but by 
no- the faint Reflect ian of a Negative Knowledge. © And We can 
can better apprehend what it ic rut, than hat it is, - In the 
ap- - Diſquificionof his Works, I own, that thoſe do Highly 
that magnify Him, whoſe Zudicious Enquiry into his Acts, and de- . 
hofe liberate Reſearch into his Creatmes, return the Homage of, nl 


eme | r and Learned Paraphraſe. But in Gonrempnla- / 
ink tion of that Eternal Eſſence to which no erexed/ Thought | 
lo can be adæquate, I will humbly ſit dq yn and ſil 


„ in that which neither the Heart can che ive, nor che Fargueor = 
t of Pen of Men or Angels can declare as they ought, and ai it is. _ 
oul's I do not affect Rhodomontadacs in Religiun, nor ia H t 14 
1des of the Strength of my Faith: I do nor. coyet Tempta- 
llI*q tions, nor court Pangers. : Tet can exerciſe, my 
far in che difficulteſt Point, when call 'd to it; and ai HEed- 
leſb. faſt and upright in Faith, without the Cruteh ot a yiſipdle 
lar Miracle. '' I can firmly believe in Chriſt, without geing 
pri- | in Pilgrimage tanhis Sepulchre, neither need I the Confir-" 2 4 
the mution that was vouchſaf'd to St. Thomas, that Fraue 
e ri. Unbelief., However I do not bleſs my ſelf, nor cſigemmy Faith * 
Bur the better, becauſe I lived not in the Days of Miracles, nor 
hod ever ſaw Cbriſt or any of his Diſciples. Or becauſe I was,gor | ̃. 
tro one of his Patients on whom he wrought his Wondets,Beth -* 
heir their Faith and mine were infus'd by the Miniſtratiomgf % | 

rts. | _ Senſes. And as they believ d becauſe they ſav,ſo IbehevE©be- 
ary, | wa [ hear (undenyable Witneſſes give Teimony of) the | 
f me Matter of Fact. Nor do I eſtecm their Faith the 1 
«of ore Extraordinary who ya before his. Coming, — 
N 1 : 2 ec 
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gs + wt New Practice of Piety. 
they raiſed not a Belief ot the future Meſſias, but on 
clear Prophecies, ani moſt ſignificant Types ; being affured 
by the conſtant ſtream of Tradition from Father ro Son, 
 tharwhat GOD had predetermin'd and foretold to Adam 
. to Abraham, to Facob, and the Prophets, 
mall infallibly be accompliſh'd in the fulneis of Time. 
And T cannot fee wherein their Faith had the Advantage 
of ours, that it ſhould deſerve to be eſteem d more Bold 
and Noble, ſince they had an Iſaiah to præach the Goſpel to 
Them, who for the Bloquence. of his Style, his moſt ac- 
_ eurate and particular Enarration of the Birth of Chriſ, 
- Hab acquired the Title of the Fifth Euangeliſt. Tis certain 
botk their Faith and ours reſts on the Divine Revelation, 
Whether it conſiſt in Propheſie of Things to come, or 
10 Hiſfory of Things paſt. e ultimate Object of our Belief 
mw is Ghe and the, ſame, that is, the Aurbority of G00. 
I They had their Sacraments alſo to ſtrengthen their Faith, 
J &-wellas we. They were Baptized in the Cloud and in 
the Sea, they had Manna from Heaven, and Water out of 
| 4 Roe in the Earth. They all eat the ſame Spiritual 
- Meat, and drank the ſame Spiritual Drink as we; for they 
ank ot che Spiritual Roch of Ages, that followed Them, 
aan char Rock was Cbrig. | 
e rt conclude from hence, That there is no dif- 
fefene between the Sacraments of the Law, and thoſe of 
the Gel. Doubtleis chere is an Excellency in the Lat- 
te to which the Former could not pretend. The. Ele- 
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2 4 ine, &c. ſo that in the Exteriour, neither of Them has 
ie Navantage of the other. They were both alſo Con- 
40 =_— ui of the fame inward Grace and Sprit. Only: herein 
ohe rhe ciffercnce, that the Fews had it but by Meaſure, 
©" whereasthe Chriſtians receive it in Abundance. They 
"*touch'd but the Hem of Chriſt's Garment, but we feed 
an” his Body and Blood. They did but wade in the low 


* * — — = — * 


e of the Holy Spirit. Before the Everlaſting 
Ses were drawn up; while the Heavens were kept ſhur, 
the Waters which were above the Heavens did but Aiſtill 
gently on Mankind: The Divine Influence came Drop y 
Drop, here a little and there à little. But when 9 
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nens in Both are Natural, as Hater, Manna, Bread, 


Deb of Grace, whereas we ſwim in che Hiph-ride; and 


The New Puctice ot Pietv. 29 
had once aſcended up on High, and open d the Eternal 
ed || Gates above, then he ſhowr'd down his Gifts upon Men, 
Mn, and let looſe the Flood of Light and Gtace, that ſo it 
am || might water the whole Earth, and make. glad the City 
ts, | of GOD, which is the Chriſtian Church -- 
ne. The Sacraments of Chriſtianity are the Principal Chan- 
ige || nels through which Eternal Life is conveyed to our Souls, 
Id || By Baptiſm we are tranſplanted from the Old Stock of the 

ro || Firſt Adam, and inoculated into Him, who is the Time 
ac- || Vine, in whom we grow up as Btanches, receiving 
i, | Nouriſhment and Encreaſe by the Euchariſt, which con- 
ain || veys to us the vital Principles of Immortality and Salvati- 
on, on. I cannot ſpeak of this tremendous Myſtery, with- 
or | our a Circumlocution, nor think of it without a Rapture! 
lief Ic is ſuch a Complex of Riddles, as it hath pos'd the 
D. || ſtoureſt Sampſons of the Church to ſolye: He alone was 
th, able to think and ſpeak aright cf it in few words, who 
in | when he firſt inſtituted ir, ſaid, This is mn Body, This 7s 
of || my Blood, That there is a real Change made in the our- 
ual ward Elements after the words of Conſecration are pro- 
ey | nounc'd,.is an Article of my Faith; but the Manner how 
m, || this Change is effected, is no Query of my |Philoſophy. I had 
rather humbly believe, what 7 cannot Chmprehend, in 
li- this Vererable Sacrament; than ſuffer any vain Diſquiſiti- 
of || ons to ſtagger my Faith. I ſee Bread and Wine both re- 
at- taining the ſame Taſte, Colour and other Natural Qua- 
le- lities of Creatures. Therefore 7 conclude there is flo 
ad, I Alteration made in that which is the Object of my Senſes. 
has The Change muſt be in the Spiritual Part, Which only 
2n- | falls under che Intellect. And yer I believe this Change 
ein e be Real, cho' I cannot ſenſibly perceive: wherein, or. 
how tis produced. Far be it from me, to enter into th 
Secret of thoſe who make a mere empty Figure of h 
Bleſſed Sacrament; as if we were made partakers only of 
mere Natural Bread and Wine in the Holy Communion- 
This is to follow the impious Steps of Manicheus 
Mareion who taught that our Saviour had only a ＋ * 
taſtick Figure of a Body, not a Real one; as if the | 
thought the Bleſſed Virgin Mary brought forth nothing - _ 
but a Shadow, becauſe ſhe was overſhadowed by the Ho- = 
ft II Ghoſt. 7655 is 10 ont-di/ip Judas, and begin where his 
ad $1: | Treaſnnñ kh 
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1. Treaſon left of And as he, fold his Maſter's Life, ſo we in 
1 fhould rob the Church of his Body) und Blood, which he “ 
_ bequeath'd to her in his laſt Supper. Doubtleſs his Body P. 
| Bu che Sacrament of the Euchariſt, but not Bodily, or $** 
718 after a corporeal manner, nor inveſted with all the gros tf 
135 circumſtinces of Fleſh and Blord; but after a Spiritual A 
+ Manner, in a Myſtery too profound for Humane Senſe or H 


_ Reaſon to comprehend. I am extremely pleas'd with the A. 
Anſwer which Queen Elizabeth gave to the Biſhop of | < 
- Wincheſter, when he demanded her Opinion of the Rea! 
_ - Preſence ; (aid ſhe, N25 * 


"Twas GOD the Word that ſpake it, $4 

(7 l took the Bread and brake it; | =. 
oy And what the Word did make it, * 
b, I believe and rake it. | - 
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= ” Tewasanill-manner'd, as well as an envious. Retort of f| & 

mum, that ſtood by and ſaid, Your Highneſſes Reply#is ſa 
=_— - like the Delphick Oracle, full of Ambiguous Subtilty: 7 
me had difcoverd more Breeding and Charity, had he] “ 
= © © wldher, That her Anſwer favour of his Wiſdom,who of 
wen tempted” by the Phariſees with a Queſtion con- E. 
=, cerfing the | Lawfulneſs of paying Tribute to Caſar, . 
= * | - took a piece of Money, and ask'd whoſe Image and Super- Ri 
pen was that ſtamped on it? They ſaid, Ceſars: Hef © 
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Av E replyc 4, Give therefore to Czfar, the*Things that are Cæ- 2 
1 F ars; and to GOD, the Things that are GOD*s, It is cer- J 
_ iy 7 hcccary'picce ot Prudence ſometimes to obriat 85 
3351 * he rains of ain Enemy, with a w_ Evaſion; which th 

ea be done without denying rhe Truth, or violating P- 


_ ns Conſcience. Thoſe who wou'd trapan 4 Man with de 

—_ 1 and make him a Tranſgreſſor for a Word, de 

dee to be paid in the fame Coin, and by an Ingeni-f lil 
al eus adapting of words and placing of periods, be bated V 
_ Intheir Deſign, and ſent away like Fools as chey came, bt 


out any better ſatisfaction chan they cou d reap ſor 
Riddle. Tn my Opinion, it is but 4 Pious Seepricſt Cl 
o' faſpend our Thoughts from determining che paticular tb 


13 
2 
—— 2 


# & x u- -— wir 9 
WW oo I; LATE, PET ES re Poet 

__ + - Þ 

— "ONS -— at 
—IAP?- 3 * 2 > * 
3 * 4 fb * > © 4 . *1 = 2 * 
5 * a . 

8 * 


— 
; F * | 7 
— — — — 2—L —— —— 


Mode of Chriſts being preſent in the Sacrament, fine kf Ol 
= 5 impoſſible ever to demonſtrace ſo recoudite a'Secre: * 
1 ine 
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"Saints only to enter his Cabinet, and be Regal with 
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The New Pꝛactite ot Pietv. 31 
into which even the Angels chemſelves, thoſe perfe# It 
telligences, perhaps look with Admiration, without im- © 
proving their Knowledge. It is ſufficient ts my e © | 
Faith, that my Redeemer is there, and that When F wor- "Y 
thily receive this Bleſſed Saerament, I ſhall receive the | 
Author of it into my Tabernacle, and be uned to the _ 
Heavenly Spouſe. This is the true Hidden Mana which "=. 
nouriſhes both Angels and Men; This is the Bread of 14 BY 
Life, which ſtrengtheneth Men's Hearts; This is the & 
Wine which rejoyceth GOD and Man. This is that 
Heavenly Morfel which GOD has given us, as an Antidote W 
againſt rhe Dregs of that Venom we all derive from ©: 
Adam's eating the forbidden Fruit. | 
And he is a KIND PATSITIAN, who, when 
nothing elſe in the Divine Pharmacopea. could be found 
available for ſo great a Cure, applies his own Body, ro heal 
the Diſtempers of our Souls, and his Blood to reſtore the 
Spoyls of Humane Nature; it is grown even to a Proverby 
ſairh Acoſta, among the poor Indians that have enter- 
tain d the Faith, He muſt never more be unholy, that hath 
once receiv/d the holy communion. None bur the Favourites 
of the King of Heaven, are admitted to this Immortal - 
Banquet. None bur ſuch as have the Wedding Garment 
on, can have Acceſs to this Table of Delicacies this _ 
Repaſtof Royal Dainties. Many indeed (and too many, 
tis to be ftearcd_) are licenſed to come into the Kings * 
Anti- chambers, and to fic down in the Church, and ta 
the outward Elements, but it is the Priviledge of his 


& 


the coſtly Entertainment of his Secret Table, and ro ³ 
partake in the New Wine of the Kingdom of Hes. 
ven. | * Amen 4 
A Serious Chriſtian once told me, That if ever he W 
like St. Paul, taken up into the Third Heaven, it was 
when he firſt fat down at the Lords Table. 3 
The Sacrament of the Lords Supper is the neareſt and” 
viſible Communion that can be had with c 
Hr iſt upon Earth. Here are the greateſt Revivings, aid * 
the eeteſt Refreſhivgs that a Pious Soul is capable 
o eis fide Heaven it ſelf, Other Duties ſeem to be 
Work, this our Heat and Wages ; other Duties are 
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32. The Mem Practice ot Piety. | | 
eparative co this: Baptiſm, Praying, . Preaching, Flear- 75 
ing, Meditating, Conferring, are all - ordained. but to fit bu 
us tor this High and Myſterious Ordinance. Here you P. 
[1 all the Benefits of che Covenant of Grace, folded Sc 
up in one Rite, Here is the whole contrivance of Salvation Y N 
3 repreſented in-a little Bread and Wine, whereby GOD 
1.5 inviſibly ſeals up an aſſurance of his Everlaſting Love 
upon our Hearts, e C 
_ - 


As to the Posture of Receiving, I am not ſcrupulous, | e 
being willing to conform to the Cuſtom of thoſe with HY 
Whom I communicate: I can receive on my Knees with- | 0 
out Danger of ww 0 on SITTING, without the ur 
Guilt of Contempt. This latter 7 eſteem of greater | ,, 
Antiquity, ir being the Poſture wherein Chriſt communica- 7 
ti to bis Diſciples at che laſt, Supper; unleſs it be ſaid fh 
4 ey lay along, according to the Mode of the Eaſtern 
1 People in thoſe Days. However, I do not think che | © 


— — 
— 
* 


4 — — — —ẽũ —— —ñäj 
» * 


2 * — _—— — 1 D 
A — a -- - —— * ” — 
y Toy ON 3 n 
— 8 nn 
* a 4 1 
0 ' 


_Tcefflure not the Primitive Chriſtians, nor thoſe more 


1 4 Poſition of the Body, but the Preparation of the Soul, 1 
— '$. required to render one a Worthy Communicant in theſe te 
| 2 * Holy My ſteries. je 

A» 


Dody is liable, And ris to be feared the Diifempers 4 


* 


43 
. MODERN ones, who Communicate frequently. We 5 
= ſhautd Temember him often, that never forgets us. St. Au- H 
. 8 guFincounſelleth the more perfect to receive every Day, D 
Mm (and tis the OD o NEW-ATHENS that they are fit to i 
receive the Sacrament, That don't live. in a known Sin) 
i 3 yet I ſhall be timorous co approach theſe Holy Myſteries, p 
_— without a Due Preparation, leſt 7 ſhould incur the J p 
—_—  Juwdgmcat which St. Paul has pronounced on tho 
_ who. eat and drink unworthily. I have Charity for others * 
1 who Celebrate this Sacrament Monthly, Weekly, or 1 
k Daily; but I ſhould hayGlirtle for my ſelf, ſhould I re- 4 
HE "=xeire, this crremendousyſtery of Life, wich. leſs Prepa- N 
1 © ration than were reite to fit me for Death, It being in h 
_ ric Number of choſe Medicines which either Kill , 
ww er. Cure, according to the Conſtitution to which they are 7 
— 4 4. | Tﬀo * 
1 remis the Books of Phyſicians, thoſe  Reziflers f 
128 Humane Frailty and Mortality, we ſhall, find no, Jeſs F 
| A than Six Th5uſand Diſeaſes on the Score, td which Man's n 
3 li 
13 % 
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the Soul come not ſhort of the Account. What is -Pride 
but a Tympany 2 Luft bur a Feavour ? Drunkenneſs bur a 
Dropſie? Envy and Malice bur the Conſumption of the 
Soul? To obviate theſe and innumerable more Spiritual 
Maladies, \GOD has (as a Token of hit Infinite Bounty) 


given his Miniſters Commiſſion to diſpenſe, ro the Sons* 
of Men the Sacrament of his Body and Blood; as a Divine 
Catholicon, or Cure for | all ] the Diſeaſes which are in- 


cident to our Souls, but with this Condition, That 
who partakes of theſe Holy Myſteries unworthily, inſte 
of being healed, does but increaſe his Malady, work 
up to a dangerous Criſzs, if not to a deſperate Paroxiſm 
which affords no Hopes, but a fearful Expectation of 
Judgment to come. Cyprian tells us two remarkable Stories, 
that one coming to the Sacrament, after the Miniſter had 
given him the Bread, and he going to eat ir, ir ſtuck 
in his Throat; Gladium ſibi ſumens non cibum, ſaith he, he 
received his Bane inſtead of Bread, the other came and 
took the Bread into his Hand; and when he went to ear 
it, there was nothing but Aſhes in his Hand. This Ap- 
prehenſion, (I own to my Grief) has had ſuch Influence 
on me, as to reſtrain me long from approaching the: 
Holy Table. I tremble à the Thought of Eating and 
Drinking my own Damnation, and of trampling under-foor 
the Blood of the Eternal Teſtament. 8 
I love not to humour my SPLEEN, or gratifie my - 


pPocondria, by 3 againſt the Luxury of the preſent 
e than thoſe of old, and that our 


Age, as if it were wor 
pre · father did not Eat and Drink to Exceſs, as well as 
we: The preſent Intemperance of Mankind is but the 


Tranſmigration of the Frmer: And our Poſterity fhall-bur 


act o'er the Patterns we ſet them. Drunkenneſs is as old as 
Noah's Flood, and Epicuriſm began with Adam. The one. 
had no ſooner eſcaped the Univerſal Inundation of 
Water, but he had like to have been drown'd in a 
Deluge of Vine; And the Other not content with the 
large Indulgence and Commiſſion GOD had given hm 
to eat of the Fruits of Paradice, - muſt needs leap” the 
Fente which guarded the Forbidden Tree, and when he 
night have Banquetted without Satiery or End on the 
Fafteties which would have given _ Life and 2 g 
7 Ih Iii, ; 
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24 The NewPaactice of Piety. 
lity; he plays the Glutton, and Surfeits himſelt with the 
Pant of Death and Damnation. His Children ſoon 
learn'd to tread in their Father's Steps, and Gluttony 
was equally propagated with Mankind, And tho' that 
REYVAIRER of Adam's almoſt Shipwrackt Progeny could 
be abſtemious, when he might have turniſhe his Table 
wich all the Bea/ts of the Earth und Fowls of the Air at one 
Meal, yet he could not refrain from the tempting Fruit 
the Vine. His Ebriery was alſo catching, and the In- 
geeſtuous Off-ſpring of Lot ow'd their Original to the 
Mlood of the Grape. Before the Flood, Men were buſied 
in Banquetting and Riot; ſo they have been ever ſince, 
and ſo they will be, to the End of the World, Men 
are great Followers of Antiquity in the Practice of theſe 
Vices. 

For my Parr, I envy not the Board of Vtellius, that at 
one Meal, was covered with two Thouſand Fiſh, and double 
that Number of lu. Neither do I cover the more 
Expenſive Feaſts of Heliogabulus, The retin'd Luxury 
of Clerpatra ſeems to me leſs Sordid, tho' the more 
Prodigal, who at one Draught ſwallow'd down a Kings 
Ranſom. It was not her Palate ſhe gratify'd in that Rich 
Portion, but ſh: humour'd the Guſt of her Ambition; 
which is a Sublimer fort of Vice, and may not unfitly be 
calf'd the Gluttony of the Soul, while it Revels on the 
Breath of Fame, and Epicurizes with a Chanelion- lige 
Appetite on the Air of Honour, 

Infenmperance is the blind ſide of Mortals ; it is cur 


foft Place, where we ſuffer our ſelves to be ſtroak d 


and tickl'd ro Death by the flattering Scrpent. This 


made Jac mifcplace his Bleſſing for à Piece of Veniſon, 


and his Son to ſell, his Birth-right for a Meſs of Pottage. 
The Ttalian Proverb hits the Glutton Home, when it 
fays, lle digs his Grave with his Teeth, and cuts his 

Throat with rhe Rnite that carves his Meat. 

Ri sting and Drankenneſs were formerly eſteemed the 
National Sin of Germany only, but I believe other Na- 
tions mix put in for a (hare in the Charter, It is. the: . 
Epidemich Vice of the whale VVorld. Men fall paſſianate ly in 
Love with it, 23 if they were of Auc eus the Po:t's Ops, 


ien, who held, That pepetua! Dr unkenneſs wes tlie only. 
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chus, and the greateſt Drunkards on Earth. 
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Reward of Merit and Vertue. The very Mahometans 
themſelves, who are cxprefly forbidden by their Law 
to taſte of Wine, being told by Mahomet, that there is 
lodg'd a Devil in every Grape, are ſworn, Votaries to Bac- 


For my own Parr, I could be content with the Diet of 
Johannes de Temporibus, who when Fe had lived three 
Hundred Years, being asked by the Ring cf France, what 
method he took to preferve his Lite to fo great an Age; 
Replied Intus Melle, extra Oleo. I fay, I could be con- 
tent with his Diet, not ſo much for the ſake of Sin: 
ning cut my Life to Centurics of years, (which yer [ 
believe were not altogether impracticable in one of m 
Conſtitution) as that by a conſtant and habitual De- 
ſuetude of merely Animal Enjoyments, I might the more 
cloſely and vigorouſly attend the Operations ot my Soul, 
and be always awake to the Superior Faculties of my Mind 
and Intellect, Anima Sicca, eit Anima Sapiens, was a true 
Maxim of the Philoſopher. And the Sons of Minerva 
exe perience it. | 

I abhor the Superſtitious® Cant, and Diſcriminating 
Shibboleth of Enthuſiate, who muſt needs take upon 
them to alter the Form of ſound Words; as if the 
Dialect of the Primitive Church were grown obſolete, 
or that the Apoſtles underſtocd not the Orthography of 
Chriſtian Faith. I like not thoſe Spiritual Boxtefers, who 
take a great Deal of Pains to breed a Quarrel between 
Religion and Nature, and ſer thoſe two twins together 
by the Ears; as if we could nor be good Chriſtians, 
unleſs we deny our Senſe and Reaſon. Certainly it 1s 
not the Buſineſs of Religion to Supplant and Extir- 
pate Nature, but to prune and rectifie it. Religion 
is that which poliſhes and fmooths the Rouahneſs of 
laps d Humanity, pares away the Viciors Knobs which 
grow up with us from our tainted Embryz, and by various 
Inſtruments of Grace forms and ſquares us into fic 
Materials far GOD's Holy Temple. The Mork of Regene- 
ration ſeems in ſome manner to copy that of Creation. The 
Holy Ghoſt t his firſt Viſm, finds us in our corrupt 
ſtare, bur weer Chaos, a contuſed Heap of Vaſiuns and 
Senſugl Appetites; our Reaſon, that Light of eur Souls,” 
2 + | H 2 | lyes 
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36 The Mew Pzactice of Piety. 
lies Dormant, ſmother'd as it were by our Animal Faculties; 
Darkneſs covers the Face of this Microcoſm, till he give 
the Word, Fiat Liz, and by a forcible Energy ſtrike 
ſome Divine Sparks out of our Flint) Hearts. Thus ſe- 
parating the Celeſtial Parts from the Terreſtrial, and Sub- 
limating us into the Similicude of his own glorious 
Eflence, enduing us with, Faith, without deſtroying cur 
Reajon, and inſpiring us with Charity, without extermi- 
nating our Paſſions, Thus I can believe the moſt 
tranſcendent MFeries of our Religion, and yet not be 
guilty of an implicite Credulity and blind Devotion: 
And I can practiſe Chriſtian Moderation, tho 7 cou d ne- 
ver learn the Stoical Apathy. ö 
T highly value the Sacred Scriptures as the Oracle of 
. Divinity, and Rule of Faith: Yer I eſtem them not a 
Syſtem-of Philoſophy, or a Pande@ of natural Science. 
They are able to make us Wiſe unto Salvation, and per- 
»fe&in the Knowledge of GOD, through Faith in Chriſt 
Jeſus, but they inſtruct us not in Humane Curioſities, nor 
acqpaint us with the Theory of all his Works. That 
frightful Caution of rhe Apoſtle | beware of vain Philoſo- 
phy} is no Bug- bear ro my Studies, nor can it ſtartle my 
harmleſs Enquiries into the Secrets of the Elements, 7 
will not be afraid of prying into the Circumſtances of 
the Earth, ſince Fob has told us, it is hang d upon. Nothing; 
. nor of caſting my Eyes up to the Heavens, and exa- 
mining the Motions, Influences and Operations, of the 
Sun, Moon and Stars, fince the ſame Holy Patriarch was 
poſed with this Aſtrological Queſtion by God himſelf, 
Canſt Thou refrain the ſweet Influence of the Pleiades, or 
Tooſe the Band's of Orion? There are many Natural Ob- 
ſervations in the Bible which may ſerve as Hints or Spurs 


to more accurate Diſquiſitions : But in no Place that 7 


know of, does it ſer a 'Non Ultra to thoſe Sober Enqui- 
rers, who by making a Modeſt and Judicious Search 
into the VVorks of the Creation, are capable of returning 
2 more exact and conſummate Praiſe to tue Eternal 
Architect. Indeed, moſt (if not all) the Manual Trades 
in the World, are but the ſeveral Species - of Praftical 
Philoſophy : While the Mechanick purs in Executionthe 
"*Theory of the Student, and what the One dictates from 
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S; I the School of Nature, the other Experiments in the Shop 
ve f Art. Neither would. Men know how to keep them- 
ke If ſelves in Action, or maintain Commerce, were it not for 
ſe- I the Sake of Philoſophy, To this are owing all the Ad- | 
ib- vances and Progreſſions that Ingenious Men have made in 1 
vs F their Callings and Occupations. And every Smith, Car- =. 
ur penter, Maſon, c. that makes an Improvement in his 
mi- Craft or Myſtery deſerves the Title of Virtuoſo, and to be 
oft FF number'd among the Philoſophers. 
be Among all che Sciences, there is none to which (had 
n: Ileiſure) I could be more devoted than to Aſtronomy ; and 
ne- If for this Reaſon, I could raiſe a Pyramid to the Inventors 
of the Teleſcope, That Happy Midwite ro new Diſcoveries 
of in che Heavens; ard think my ſelf no leſſ obligd to him 
ta | tharfirſt found out the MOTION of the EARTH. Both 
ce. | have Enfranchis'd me from the Slavery of Prepoſſeſſion, 
er- and taught me to unthink the Sentiments of my greener 
riſt Tears. Methiaks I owe no Allegiance ro Ptolomy; and 
or || amperfe&tly wean'd from the Magiſterial Dictates of che 
hat I Stapyrite. I cannot ſo readily believe that the SUN 
9/o- moves above two Hundred and Fifty Thouſand Miles 
my |} every Minute of Time, as that the Earth moves Eighteen 

Miles in that ſpace. And that the Planet Saturn moves 
of |} ren, and the fixed Stars a Hundred Times faſter and far- 
ng; | ther than the Sun in the ſame ſpace, which muſt be the 
xa- | Conſequence of the Earth's Randing ſtill, and the Suns 
the | Motion. It ſeems no good Divinity to me, to expect 
was that from GOD's Infinite Power, which is "repugnant to 
elf, | his equal Wiſdom and the Laws of Motion which he, has 
or | Eftabliſh'din the Univerſe: This were to make one of 
Ob- | his Attributes Claſh with another, and to calumniate his 
urs | Holineſs, which conſiſts in the Harmony ot them all, I 
xt II adore his Omnipotency, and tremble at the Thought of 
qui- calling in Queſtion the Power that made Al! things of Ne- 
rch | thing. Yet I think it myDury to be Wiſe as well as Devout, . 
ing | and to ſpeak rightly as well as reverently of his Divine 
ral | PerfeQions. As his Word is the Rule of. my Faith, ſo his 
des | Providence is the Pole-Star of my Reaſon. And in 
cal che Scrutiny of his Works I do not ſomuch enquire hat 
the | he uſes to do. Being affured that as nothing is to 
om j hem Igpoſſible, ſo he has ſtared the Being, Actions, 
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dering them in exact Number, Weight and Meaſure. So 
that, 4 poſſe Dei ad eſſe Rei non valet Conſequentia. He has 
fix'd the Laws of Loco- motion in Corporeal Subſtances, 
and ty'd up the Primum Mobile it ſelt to a certain Pro 
portion of Time and Diſtance, which it. can no mo 
exceed, than the ſmalleſt Wheel of a Watch. 

Such prodigious WH IRLIGIGS, as the Heavenly 
Bodies muſt needs be, in the Prolomaich Hypotheſis, makes 
me giddy to think on't ; and I believe they were troubl'd 


with a Vertigo, that firſt reel upon the Notion: Or 


they labour d under the deception. of thoſe at Sea, who 
ſailing wichin fight of the ſhore, and not being able to 
perceive the Mot ion of the Veſſel that carries them, are 
apt to Fancy the Neighbouring Cliffs, Towns and Trees 
were under Sail, and ſteering a contrary Courſe, ſince they 


fo appear to do. For not leſs ſilently do I believe the 


Earth muves conſtantly round on her Axis, thus making the 
Natural day and night, wirhour putting the whole Frame 
of- the Univerſe into an unconceivable Hurry. | 
The Planet Fupiter is diſcover'd by che Teleſcope to 
make the ſame Circulation in 10 Hours, Mars in 23, and 
the Sun himſelf in 28 days. Theſe are no Chimæra's 
or dreams of Poets, no Metaphyſical ſpeculations of Nuz- 
ſhell Brains, but Real truths, demonſtrable by Art and 


Ocular Experience. And methinks it is a more Uniform 


Hen, if we ſuppoſe the Earth to be 2 Planet like the Reſt, 


and to take its turn in the ſeptenary dance round the 


Fun, "who is plac'd in the Centre of this Vortex; and is 
the true Apꝛllo, to whoſe Muſick the whole Planetary 
Syſtem keeps time. I fear not the Laſh of Maurolycus, 
nor che Scourge of his bigotted Brethren. If Copernicus 
was by them thought Scutica C Hagello digi, for inno- 
rating on the Doctrines of Ptalony; What was Ptolemy 
himſelf worthy of, who entrench'd on a greater, Anti- 


-  quity, and undermin'd the Philoſophy of Ari/iarchms 


Sami, who taught the Motion of the Earth above Four 


a F 5 o 


Hundred Years before Prolomy was an Infant ? Für 


Part, I think it no Treaſon againſt the Common-Wwenh et 


Learning, to ſay, I prefer Galiles's Tube to, Pes 
Specracles ; and the Diſcoveries of our Engliſh R as 
Wet Ng ery, 


The New Pꝛactice of Piety. 3 
ciety, to the blind Conjectures of the Peripateticks, and 
the wild Speculations of Old Attens. | 

When I was firſt inform'd that there were diſcover'd 
four new Stars moving about Jupiter, and three about Saturn, 
I wasas well pleaſed, as they who received the earlieſt 
News of Columbis's landing in America. I am fo far from 
being of Alexander's Humour, that inſtead of weeping, I 
ſhould heartily rejoyce could 7 be credibly farisfied, 
That there are ten Thouſand more Worlds, than are already 
diſcover'd. - | 

J am naturally Melancholy, and the weight of this 
leaden Complexion does fo depreſs my Spirits, That all 
the Race of Mankind on Earth ſeems too ſmall to afford 
Variety enough for a Relief. This makes me the more 
willing to believe what my Reaſon ſuggeſts to be true, Thar 
the PLANETS ARE INHABITED, It is a lively, as well 
25 a Rational Notion; and fince rhey are Dark, Opake 
Bod ies, like the Earth we tread on, having no other 
light but what they Borrow from the Sun, and ſeem 
n all other Circumſtances to be adapted for Habitations, I 
ſee no Solzciſm in Philoſophy, nor Hereſie againſt che 
nd Lieb, to believe they are really Inhabited as is this Globe. 
„ What they have Succeſſion of Day and Night, and their 
datellites or Mcons to give them Light by Night, even as 
re, is demonſtrable to the Eye by the help of the 
Teleſcore. But there would, in my Opinion, be little need 
Nt pf all chis, were there no rational Inhabitants in thoſe 
he Nr Globes, It is a faſtidious Pride in Man to Fan 
this Glittering Furniture above was only made for 


— Drnament, or tor Shepherds to gaze on in the Night, or 
vs Der ſome other Inferior uſes of the Sons of Adam. And 
a Is a narrow Conceit to imagine, that tho“ this Globe 
bo. Ne pfentifully Inhabited by all ſorts of Animals, net 4 
wo urf of Land, nor a Paddle of VVater being without its 
iti. Nantes, yet all thoſe ample and glorious Bodies above, 
Me Would lye empty and vacant, tho ſome of them be far 
zur Nieser than our Earth, and for ought we know, may be 
my en cimes more e:mmodious for Habitation. Thoſe Paſſages 
Ky St Pauls Epiſtles to the Philippians 2. 11. Epheſ. 1. g, 


een 1, 16. ſeem to be calculated for the Inhali- 
e Heavenly Bodies, And iis Emphatieal words 
| * | * 
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in Epheſ. 3. 9. Teem to be but a Tranſcript of thel -F 
Revelations he receivd, and of the Things he faw whe :* 
4 

S 


he was Rapt into the Third Heauen, viz. That there are 
ſome in thoſe Heavenly. Places, even Principalities and 
Powers, to whom the manifold Wiſdom of GOD in 12 


Chriſt was made known, and that they were not only N 
Created by Him, but for Him, and that they and we are] | V 
all of ® Family or Deſcent. Theſe may be ſome of the ſu 
dppure pnueme which char Holy Apoſtle ſpeaks of inf 8 

2 Cor. 12. 4. Words and Myſteries which could not be] be 
utter d. And for ought I know, thoſe Beings which hel m 
calls Principalities, Powers, Mights, Thrones and” Domi- r 
nions, may be no other than the ſeveral glorious Colo- Ou 

.. nies of the Caeleſtial Family dwelling in the Stars, who 2 
8 


all believe in the ſame Eternal Jeſus, even as we do, and 
through his Meditation make their Approaches to GOD 
the Father. This may be the farther Fellowſhip "of the 
* Myſtery of God, bid from the Beginning. This the utitrace- 
able Riches of Chriſt, which pur St. Paul to an & BAH 
Jane wwwHl@ Tis Jurduta; aur. O the Depthf 
of his Wiſdom! O the Superlative Greatneſs of his Pow- HI 
er! But whether the Planets be Inhabited or no, this Tam © 
Aſſured of, and can produce an Hundred Authentick Wit- the 
neſſes, that they are Dark Bodies, like the Earth we tread old 


on, and that they have no Light but what they receive Tli 
from the Sun, which alfo they do but partially enjoy = 


ie us; by Succeſſive Hemiſpheres, having their Day 
45 ind Night meaſurd out to them proportionate to the aud 
Time they take up in movin? round their Centers. 3 that 
When 1 have tyred my ſelf with following theſe viſibie Tut 
 Abtions of Nature, I retire Home again, thinking to take For 
Sanctuary in my ſelf, and find a Reſt in the Conrempla- 
tion of my own SOUL : But there I do but commence 
4 new Fatigue, and am hurried about in a perpetu⸗ 
Cirele by an inviſible Energy within me. I think, ſpeak, 
And act wich infinite Variety, yet know not how 1 per⸗ 
tom theſe different Operations. I know my fell 
be an Incorporeal Subſtance, and can eaſily FEEL. ont my 
on Inde pendency on the Body. I look on th ** 
of clay I carry about with me, to be pal my Priſonſ <2? 
er how I am confin'd ro this Priſon, flax am but 
hy ' - * 4 4 12 * poo 1 
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thell Poor Scintillation ar” Spark. of the Eternal WM . 
nen Kidale which 1, cannor ſolve. I gin better imagine how 
arel à Beam of our Yifible Sun may be united to a Marble 
ndl Statue, than that a pure Thought ſhould' be faſtned 80 a 
4 lod « of Earch, trom which it catinox free It ſelf but by 
h ath,, though it gan pervade all the Univerſe beſide. - Fi 
are} What Cement is it that thus 2 = e = 
cheſt. ſuch incompatible Eſſences, as TR 4 Earth, 2 — 
in aud Darkneſs, Spirit and Body: This is 4 Lads wg Y 
bel be left for Eli to untye, and is indeed one chicf a 

hel ment of the Ship-wrack of Humane Realon, . fince nor 
only all other Things are obſcure to us, hur we are {o.co 
our ſelves, the neareſt Objects; Wale ta . own Domeſtick 


Operations axe as incompreh „ a8 mar that 
mol ace fartheſt of, The W ronch x ws, 


27 ery 
= Faculties by which we; touch, ſee 2 25 48 
+5. diſtant from us as the the Finth Spbe pbere, 1 K 80 areas much 
c.] ſtrangers to our ſelyes, as to the Inhabirants of Tera 


90 Jncognit a. 

prhſ] , There woy yd be. nothing mgre welcome to me, than 2 
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Conception, but the Tragick Memoris of m ; and 

thoſe which by moſt are accounxed; the Chambers of 22 

chel and Shops of r a no better in "2 17 


than the ur, the 

2 ruption, the Graves of Souls Weng og to. the. i lag 100 
For I believe I was then Born when the Morning 174 
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dhe Faults of my Superiour Life, and in this Horizgn 
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ddiver'd many Doctrines in his Sermons, which he had 


no occaſion to mention in his Letters: to the Churches # 
Among which this might be one, However, it is 4 


ſufficient Warrant to my Belief, That I no where in A 
the Scriptures can * 
Which; had it been an Errour, ecud hot have * 


the cenſure of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, it being the Um- 
verſal Tenet of all ſorts of Fews, except the Sadduces. 


When I conſider alſo that Origen and Aummenius taught 
it in the Schools of Alexandria) Plotinus - himſelf learmng 
it from the latter) and that all the Primitive Fathers who 
were Platbniſts, aſlerted it not only as a Philoſophica 
but alſo as a Divine Truth; I look upon it as an Effect of 
Gothich Barbarity and Ignorance, which after wards over- 
ſpreatl all Chriflendom, That neicher this, nor hardly, ay 
other Point of | Platoniſm, were countenanced In 


Chriſtian Schools, but only the Dictates of Ariſtotle and 


his *Ghoft Averroes. In fine, that elegant Flouriſh of 


St. "Auguſtine, Infumdendo creatur, creando "infundinw, is no 


RULE OE MY-FAIT H in this Point, ſince it 
faſtens ſo many irreverent Conſequences on GOD. Al- 
mighty; neither can J believe the Soul to be ex Ii aduce, 
becauſe it carries in its Front ſo many Inconſiſtencies a 
Philoſophy, beſides the indignity that is done to the Sou 

thereby, which amounts to a true Scandalum Magnatam, 
ſince tis levelld at the whole Order of immàterial Beings 
J muſt therefore believe, That I had a Being, IL ON G 
before I came into this Body, and yet not feſolve the 
Manner of my Exiſtence into a meer nn or an 
unactive ſlumber in the Boſom f my Cauſes, as it I were 

then bur a Seminal Mea in the Blood of my Fathers, or a 

Metaphyſizal Dream of my preſent Lite, I believe 1 w 


as 
in a State of greater Activity before I was conceiv'd by 


my Mother, than ſince ſhe- bore me; and for _ ought 
know, have rang d all the Boundleſs: Tracts of the Univerſe, 
been Nasuraliz'd in the ſeveral Regions f the Sky and Air, 


till being tyred with ſo vaſt a Ramble, and willing to try all 
Kater of Life, I was by the Force of a ſtrong Inclination, 
Wd the irreſiſtible Charm of . rightly adapted Matter, 


rell into this Terreſtrial Body, here to do PENANCS 
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tween the upper and the lower World, co make my 
Choice of Good' or Evil, Light or -Darkneſs, Life or 
Heth. This unlocks all the Anigma's of Providence; 
d teconcils the harſher difficulties wich which the Im- 
dare Creation or Traduction of Souls is involved. It is 
che hoͤbleſt Inſtrument of Verrue, the ſharpeſt Spur to a 
Divine Life; Ahilſt it d oubles the Hopes we have of being 
Iintotral 2 Parte poſt, by aſſuring us we were fo a Partie 
ante.” Aud chat it is not from any Arbitrary Decree. of 
GOD; incomſiſtent with the reſt of his Divine Perfections, 
at we ſhall live for ever, but from our own Nature and 
Nez. being Created to ſubſiſt an inter minable- duration 
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| TROnd Yoo! 1 e cut. 
"7 believe 'thoſe' Books of the Holy Scripture, which th 
Ae loft, "could they poſſibiy be recovered again, would J 25 
ferve 4s a Lamp, to enlighten us in many Obſcurities of Re- fre 
Agion, "Hiſtory, and Nature: And if the Writings of || tre 
Tale, I4do the Prophet, Cyc. could inform us nothing m. 
che P'R'EEXTFSTENCE of Souls, dis very pro- 

able the more early Oracle of Enoch would, ſince he was || Sp 

at the Setem h Sou iar was drenchd in TerreFrial Matter, co 

- and led ſo pure and indorrupt a Liſe, as wou d tempt tic 
55 to believe, That he was awaken d to the Memory of fe 

is former ſtate, which for ought. we know, might || hc 
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Have nd ſmall influente-on his ſucceeding Change. 
> Thave often wonder'd where St. Jace had ſo parti- 
cplar an Actoiint of Michael rhe Arch. Angel; diſpute with 
Me evil abdut the Body of Moſes,” that he was able to 
- Felire the very words that paſs'd between them. Surely the 
"Jews had ſome Books, or at leaſt Traditions, which were 
believed to be Ortho, tho they were not ſo muh as 
mentiot' d in the Sacred Canon; for we eannot without 
great Impiety imagine that the Holy Saint wou'd im- 
pole upon our Belief any thing that was Foreign 

or Apoctyphal. I am apt to conclude from hence, 
That there were many Traditional Docfrines entertained 

1 4. Yor Hebrews, which are by us eſteemed no better 
However, tho“ Tam thus convinced of the Truß oi 4 
"eor PRAEXTISTENC E, and that this 'prefenry em 
"Life, is but a Shadow or Dream in compariſon ot wha aln 


L 
* 
3 
n- 
is 
'A 
8 
te 
of 
18, 
nd 
On 
ch 
ald 


eſent 
wha 
. 


n ad 9 : ks , P | ä * * 8 * 
N 2 , ** 1 * * 
: — 
; T New of 
* * ” a 
* : 


we enjoy d before our Immerſion in the Fleſh ; yet T 
wou'd not have this Dream interrupted by any untime 
or-harſher ſtroke of deſtiny. I fd think it no incii 
venience to live lang! but rather a (Bleffing : That ſo a 
multitude of years mighe ſeum off the Froth and | 
of, our Appetites and Paſſions ; that ſo being graduath 
wean'd tromthoſe low Affections which brought us dean 
to the Earth, we may without any diſquiet or turb 
remount to our Afberial Homes. For I am apt to chin 
that thoſe Souls who go out of their Bodies, with any 
remaining Reliſh upon them of the Body, like Fruit that 
is either pluck*d off, or ſnaken down by violent Winds, 
ſtill. retain in their ſeparation, a raw and enger ſmack of 
the Fleſh, with a languiſhing Byaſs towards it. Where- 
as he that has tarried his full Period in the Body, parts 
from it with Eaſe and Willingneſs, as Ripe Fruit drops 
from the Tree. And therefore Ido not wonder that the 
moſt quay Scene of \-Apparitions; Ghoſts, - &c. is the 
Church-yard, ot᷑ at leaſt that Place where the Body of the 
Spectrum was buried. And the removed Earth which 
covered the Cobler- of Sileſia s Body, is a ſure d intima- 
tion, That there are ſome Departed So, which if they 
{eek not a Reunion with their Bodies, «yer endeavour co 
hold a kind of Correſpondence with them, even in the 
Grave. And tho“ the Impoſſibility of being married again 
to theſe their dear Conſorts after that final Divorce, were 
nough, one wou'd think, to cure their Impotent Deſires, 
yet they burn with a new Luſt, and commit a Spiritual? 
Adultery in the unlawful Bed of the Grave. Theſe 1 lock 
ou as the Effects ot a too early and violent Separation, 
and therefore eſteem Methuſelabh and the Reſt of the Fa- 
thers before the Flood, happy; who prolong'd their years 
to the utmoſt ſtandard ot Humane Life, and ſeemd nor 
ſo much to die, (for that imports Violence) as voluntari- 
ty co forſake their eld Rotten Habitations, ſnake Hands 
with their Bodies, and ſo return to the Ætherial Palaces, 
from whence they had ſo long ſtragled. | 
Yer norwichſtanding the great Eſteem I have of lang 
Life," as a Means rather to improve than impair us; I 
cantor promiſe my ſelt- to out- live a Fubilee, tho“ I have 
ready ſeen one Revolution: of Saturn. Neither * | 
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affect to make Popes,” Emperours, Kings, and Grand 
Sergwonrs, the Land- marks in the Chronology of my 
felt ; That were to inſult over the Royal Aſhes of Princes, 
beſides the Ambition in Ranking my felt in their Number. 
Methinks I grow old, even at thoſe Years, when the 
World counts me Vounz, and poſſeſs the Heritage of 
David's laſt Ten Tears of Fourſcore; in the Prime of my 
Age. e SANS 5. e neee n 

indeed the vrhole Earth, and all this Planetary World 
ſeems to droop and decay. Every Species of Beings grow 
weak and lauguid, and feem to draw near their Difſoluti- 
on. Yer *tis needleſs to engage GOD in the Act, ſince 
thoꝰ Creation was above the Force of Nature, yet Muta- 
tin is not, and no Annihilation can proceed from that 
Pater nal Eſſence of Eſſences. It ſeems eaſie to me to 
believe, That the World will periſn upon the Ryins of its 
own Principles. And tho“ the preciſe Period of its De- 
ſtruction be not known to the Angels themſelves, yet there 
are not wanting ſome. Philoſophical Rules, hereby one 


might venture to Calculate its Duration, and by obſerv- 


ing the various Attempts, Eruptions and Devaſtarions 
made by FIR already, one may conjecture about 
hat Time that moſt ace Element ſhall be let looſe, to 
deſtroy, this Face of the World, and transform this Super an- 
nnated Heaven and Earth into Newones, as the Holy Prophet 
has foretold. For as to Annihilation, I look on it as a 
Chimera, or Non Entity, which cannot be ſaid to flow 
from Him who is 4/-being, and the Fountain of Exi- 
ſtence. It were eaſier to conceive chat Cold ſhould be 
che immediate Effect ot Fire, and Darkneſs the Natural 
Reſult of the actual Preſence of Light, chan to think that 
Annihilation, or not Being, can proceed from Him who is 
the Originał Source of Being, from whoſe Divine Power, 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs all Things flow. by a Neceſſary 


Emanation, and continue in their ſeveral Perfections by 


a8 unalterable a La as that which gave them; fo that 
= can be no Vacuity ſuppoſed in their Eternal Subſift- 
ence no Leaps or Starts from Something to Nothing,” It is 
Jar, more agreeable to the Principles of Philoſophß t 


ceonccive, That only che Groſs and Corruptible Paft f 
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the Uhiverſe ſhall be ſubje& to the Aion f Fire, ſuch as 
the Earth we tread en, u ith the other Planetary Bodies; 
but that the FU REST ETH E R ſhall remain for 
ever untouch' d, unchang d, the Sanctuary of the Bleſs'd 


the Habitation of the Spirits of Juſt Men made Per fell. 


I am alſo confirmed in this Belief by ſomething more 
Sacred and Authentick than natural Philoſophy. For 
When the Royal Pfalmiſt in char Divine Rhapſcdy, calls 


upon the Heavens f Heavens, and the Waters which are 


Above the Heavens, to praiſe GOD, he gives this“ for a 


*Reafon, (viz.) Becauſe he ſpake and they were made, he 
comma nded and they ere created. He eftabliſh'd them 
to Eternity, and 5 Euerlaſting Ages: He fix d a Decree, 
Which he will not diſannul. Then he calls upon the 
'Earth and all Creatures therein, to joyn in the fame A# 
e Praiſe, but not for the ſame Reaſon; not becauſe the 


- Earth ſhall endure for Euer, but becauſe the Name of GOD 


alone is exalted,” and his Honour above Heaven and 
Earth. Which Diſtinction ſeems to me an evident Kr. 
ꝑument of the unalterable Stability of the Cœleſtial nd 
Atherial World; wiarfoever Mutations and Changes the 
Terreſtrial may be ſubject to. | 12 
That choſe immenſe Tracts of quiet and impaſſible . 
Ather ſhall be the Seat of ihe Bleſs, is very conſiſtent 
with Philoſophy, and no ways repugnant to Divinity 
However, let the Place be where it pleaſes GOD, we are. 
aſſured that the Entertainment and Joys do far ſurpaſs 
all humane Compfetienſion. Vet tho ye cannot have 
adequate Conceptions of ſupream Felicity, there are ſome 
Land-marks, by which we may take imperfect Meaſures 


of that Region of Promiſe* The dim Light ot Natural Rea- 


ſon may afford usa Glimpſe, or faint Proſpect of thoſe 
ſuperlative Joys aid the Opriobs of Faith will improve the 
View; - We ſhalſHave che ſame Nature and Faculties 
there as here, but ixce from the leuft Alloy of Frailry 
and Imperfection. Oür Souls ſhill diſplay the radiant 
Brigheneſs of tlteir Immortal Eſſence with ſtronę er Vi 
b#ations than the Suh, having no internal Scum of Con- 
Eipiſence, boylling bout from the Center of a depraved 


Wilererroncots Underſtanding, te blemöſm and” Main 
hole unſpotted Orbs bf Lights; nor 4 kertene groſt 
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Body to Eclipſe and ſhut up their ſplendors. But being 


ever bright and ſerene, they ſhall; ſhine through their 
_ glorified and-{piritual Bodies, as the Syn, does through 
the perviaws: Air, or at leaſt, as he does ona brighwCloud, 
which drinks in his Beams toreflect them abroad with 2 
more ſenſible Glory, We ſhall then ſee, not by receiy- 
ing the Viſible Species into the narrom Glaſs, of an Or- 
ganized Eye, we ſhall then hear withont the diſtinct and 
curious Conterture ot an Ear. The Body ſhall chen be 
all Se, all Car. All Senſe in the whole, and every 
Senſe in every Part. In a word, it ſhall be all over a 
eommon Senſorium, and being made of the pureſt 
Ather, without the Mixture of any lower or groſſer 
Element, the Soul ſhall by one undjvided Act, at once 
perceive all that Variety of Objects, which now cannot 
without ſeveral diſtinct Organs, and ſucceſſive Actions 
or Paſſions, reach our ſenſe. From this Superlative Te- 
nuity and Claritude of our Bodies, will ariſe that in- 
effable Delicacy in the Senſation ot the Soul, which will 
- raſport it wich Delights infinitely... cranſcending the 
Heighth of Mortal Voluptuouſneſs,. nay and even thoſe 
more exalted Pleaſures which the Vertuous ſometimes en- 
joy here on Earch as Fretaſtes of their future Beatitude 
in Heaven. What here excites but an ordinary. Emork 
on of Joy in the Soul, will there produce all Raptures 
and Eeſtaſies. We (hall be always in Parexiſms of Love, 
ſuch are the tranſcenddent Beauties of that admirable 
Place! and ſuch che divinely amorous Bent af che 


Soul. We ſhall be a/ways languiſhing, yet ever enjoying 


what we languiſn for: Neither ſuffering the leaſt Pain 
through the Want of Fruicion, nor through any ſatiery 
thae ſhall attend it: But through the Vigour ef an Im- 


amnrtal Adhivity, we ſhall have ever freſhly kindled De- 


fires and new Enjayments, being diſſoly d in a Circle ef 
Reatiude wichout Meaſure or Ed. 1 
Here on Earth Men generally ſtrive to AMongpolize 
Pleaſure to themſelves, there being few of ſo generous 
2 Temper as to be ſenſibly touch d wich delight, chat 
her ſnou d partake with them in that which they 
eem Felicity; This is the peculiar Advantage of the 
"Bleſs'd in Heaven, chat even in the Heighth of 
. E 


Ve" 
= 


rr 
n a 

4 _ 
A y of * 
19 


eee m EE RS EA SES $a -» -- > cir — * As — ball —— "4 0 
N 1 - ** * W | N 


9 " > 
\ of 


* , 8 2 Fl bon 
1 5 p ? 5 N 7 8 * * * * * vy e * 
8 \ 3 * 
. * 
. — 


„ 7 * 


ing che Affairs of Immortal Lore and Empire, where they 
eir efs Eternal Crowns and unfading Beauties, there is no 
gh I ſuch Thing to be found as a Rival or Competitor, but 
, every one's Foy is enane d by the Enjoyments of another. 


1a Every one lover all, and all every one. Neither wou'd 


W- | their Felicity be Perfect, cou'd any Member of that 
. Happy Society be ſuppos d not to/have his full propor- 
nd tion and ſhare of Beatitude. So communicative is the 
be Love and Joy of thoſe Holy Souls, chat they muſt ceaſe 
to love and enjoy themſelves, ſhou'd they deſiſt from 
2 Þ' loving and rejoycing in the Happineſs of their Fellow- 
ſt Citizens, And it we may take our Meafures of their 
& | foys from our comtion Experiences here on Earth, it 
&e I will be no ſmall Augmentation of their Complacency, to 
at I find thoſe very Friendſhips which they had contrafled here 
ns beo, tranſlated to the Manſions above, when they ſhall both 
'©- I ſee and know thoſe whom they once loved on Earth, now 
11 to be made Denizens with them in Heaven, with wat 


Ardours will they careſs one another! Wich what Tran- 
ſports of Divine Affection will they murually embrace, 
and vent thofe Innocent Flames, which had fo 

lain ſmothering in the Grave! How paſfionately Rhetori- - | 
cal and Elegant will their Expreſſions be, their I 
Sentiments which Death had Frozen up; when he con-- 
geal'd their Blood, ſhail now be Thaw'd again in the 43 
warm Airs of Paradiſe ! Like Mew that have eſcap'd a 
common Shipwrack, and ſwim fafe to the Shore; 

will congratulare each orher's Happineſs with Joy a 
Wonder. Their firſt Addreſſes will be a Diale# of Her- 1 
je ions and ſhort Periods, the moſt Pathetick Language of Wo 
Surprize and high-wrought Foy And all their after Con- =— 
verſe even to Eteryity, will be couch'd in the higheſt T 
Strains and Flowers of Heavenly Oratory, with Allelujahs 


SFA Ta 


intermixt. 
It much ſweetneth the thoughts of Heaven to me, to 
remember that there are a multitude of Friends 


gone chither; to think ſuch a Friend char died at ſuch a 

ime, and ſuch, a Friend chat died ar ſuch a time, and 

ſach a one another time (o what a number of them con d 

Frame) and that all theſe 1 * meet again. 3 4 
| ifs . 1 


SS 


4 
þ 1 
* » 
—— — a 


* * N — 
—_— Arr 


N 3 A > dis Ye. ad . bd 8 
* © ne 
* 


zo The NewPracicoof-Piety. 
is 4-queſtion with ſome whether we ſhall know each other in 
Heaven or no? But tis none with, me; for ſurely there 
ſhall no Knowledge ceaſe which now we have, but only 
that which implyech our Lmperfection, and what Imper- 
| tection can this imply? Indeed we ſhall, not know cach 
_— other after the fleſh, nor by Stature, Voice, Colour, or 
5 ourward Shape, nor by Terms of Affinity and Conſan- 
= grinity, nor by Youth or Age, nor, I think, by Sex, but 
by the Image of Chriſt and Spiritual Relation, beyond 
doubt, we ſhall know and be known; nor is it only 
m old Friends (ſuch as Aornech, Scot, Alſop,, Taylor, e.) 
. that I ſhall know in Heaven, but all the Saints of all 
_— Ages, whoſe Faces in the Flefh I never ſaw. Lueber in 
_- |. his laſt Sickneſs; being ask d his Judgment whether we 
ſhall know one another in Heaven, anſwer'd thus, 
Cuil urcridit Adamo? Nenquam ille viderat Evam, Of: 
W How was it with Adam 2 He had never ſcen Eve, 
yet he asketh not who ſhe was, or whence ſhe came, 
but faith, She is Meſb of my Fleſh, and Bone of my Bone. 
Ang how knew he that? Why, being indued with the 
ue knowledge of GOD, he ſo pronounced; after the 
lame ſort ſnaſl we he renewed by Chriſt in another Life. 
Aud we ſhall know our Parents, Wives, Children, Oc. 
much more perfectly than Adam did then know Eve. In 
 Neaven wc. ſhall not only ſee our Elder Brother Chrift, 
- bur all aur Kindred and Friends that living here in his 
fear, died, in his favour: For ſince our  Savizur tells us, 
che che Children of che Reſurrection ſhall be ioayy ac, 
equal to, or like che Angels who yet in the Viſions o 
Dantel and St. John appear to be acquainted wich each o- 
ther; ſince in che Parable of the miſerable Epicure, and 
the happy Beggar che Father of the Faithful is repre- 
ſented, is knowing not only the Perſcn, and preſent 
Condition, but the paſt Story of Lax ars: Since the In- 
— ſtructer of the Gentiles confidently expects his convert 
_— amd pious Theſſalonions to be his Crown at that great Day : 
. ns Since theſe Arzuments, beſides divers others, are afford- 
—_ ed us by the Scripture, ae miy ſafel conclude, char 
eee ſhall know each other in a place Where, ſince g. 
Ming requiſite to Happineſs can be wanting, we may 
well le pp: ſe that we ſhall not want ſo great a Satisfaetſen 
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ng knowingly happy in our own ſelves, or 
Friend's. ; | , ba, . ar 
Thus far we may venture to ſpeak of the lower Be- 
grees of Cceleſtial Beatitude, the MUTU AL LOVE 
AND ENTERTAINMENT OF TH E 
BLESSED. But' who has ever mounted to the Higbeſt 
Seale of Heavenly Bliſs ? Let him come down and tell 
us the Myſteries wrapt up in the Clouds, the Secrets hid 
within the Veil of Inacceſſible Light! Let him deſcribe 
the Wonders of rhe” Rearifick Viſion, and ſay, how deep 
the Rivers of Pleaſure are, which run by GO D's Night- 
Hand for evermore! For my I muſt. confeſs." In 
Iſt in that Abyſs of Mondes, and therefore modeſtly 
withdraw my Pen to Subjects more Domeſtich, / and 
within our Reach, and yet here 1 ſhall not paſs from one 
Abyſs to another, ſince every thing has a depth in it not 
** fathemd by our weightieſt Senſe or moſt ſolid 
Reaſon. NAU Nein 
I have often try'd to dive into the PROFUNDITIES 
OF DEATH, but ſtill I find my Intellect too light a 
plummet, and the whole Thread of Life, though ſpun 
out in FINEST SPECULATIONS 
wou d ſtill prove far too ſhort: to reach the cndleſs 
— 2 N 5 4 


Ti true, there have been Men, chat have tryed, geh 


in Death it ſelſ, to reliſh and taſte it, and who have 
bent their utmoſt Faculties of Mind xo diſcover uh 
this Paſſage: is ; but they are none ot them come back tb 
tell us the News. a in 
te bi Port. Li 
pe wa eder bnomm to wake, 18.717 
s once in Deaths cold Arm Na; did fabe. 
15 nivd4 T1. „ E Lucret, LiW3, 
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Caius Fuliis being condemn d by that Beaſt Caligsle, 
"as he was goifig to receive the ſtroke of che Execurioner, 
was aske by a Philoſopher, Well Caius, ſaid he, wheres 


about is your Fo now? What is ſne doing? What are 
wou thinking of? I was thinking. reply e Cæiu, to k 

my ſelt ready, and the Faculties of my Mind ſextled and 
ed, co try if in this ſhort and quick inſtant of Peath 1 
1 K 2 could 
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1 could perceive the motion of the Soul, when ſhe parts 

| from the Body, and whether ſhe has any Reſentment at the 

Separation, that I may aſter come again to acquaint my 
Friends with it. / pk 

So that I fancy, there is a certain way by which ſgme 

Men make Trial whatDeath is; but, for my own part. I cod 


neer yet find it out. K. an * 
I have ſometimes thought, hat would I give for the 
leaſt glimpſe of that inviſible World, which the firſt Step 

L rake" out of this Body, will preſent me with; and 

there was nothing in the whole Diſcourſe Death, that I 
5 durſt not meet the boldeſt way, and have therefore often 
— attempted 0 LOOK HIM FULL IN THE 
| FACE, that I might learn to die generouſly, - but {till 
hen it came to the pinch, Conſcience, that makes Co- 
ward of us all, made one of me, and I was forc'd to ſhrink 

back with ſname. q | | ; | 
Yet ſurely the Terrour is not ſo much in Death i ſelf, 
2 as the Tragick Pomp that goes before and after it. The 
_  . tecdious Diſcipline of Sickneſs, the formal” Viſits; of Re- 
1 lations and Friends, their melancholy Locks, the fright- 
. ful Aarangue of the Phyſician, and our own diſmal Ap- 
puthenſrons, campoſe that horrid Scene which renders 
I Death uncomfortable. When the poor Patient, that per- 
4 hve may yet out fave: his Fears of Death, and fee Miſthons 
1 - grop into the Grave before him, yet dies 2 Thouſand 
E * DEATHS in his Hag - ridden Phancy, and makes 
His Bed his Grave, by firength of an abus d Imagi- 


nation. 
4 Tis only Fancy gives Death thoſe hideous Shapes we 
= __ hs in; for 4 * is _ than 4 ſoft 
| and eaſie Nothing, or rather Natures play-day, I fir ml 
hink-it-is no more to die, than e we felt 2 
in coming into the World, nor ſhall we in the act of 
— it, though in the firſt, one would believe, chere 
were more of Trouble than in the latter, for we cry com- 
ing into the World, but quietly and calmly leave ii What 
is Death but « ceaſing to be what we were, before we were ; 
r are tkindled, and put cut; to ceſe to be, and 
not to begin to be, is the ſame thing. Methinks it is but "the 
other day I came into the Merld, and anon Fam leaving t; 
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n ene err 


reach forth bis Hand, 


fore he can O ertake 


i — 
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77 k am but in my Fortieth Tear, and at preſent in © 
een Ith and firength, yet look upon my ſelf as a Man 

that has ane Foot in the Grave already; or David ſays, ſe- 
wenty is the Age 0 or and I have lived near Forty Tears of 
— time al The longe of my deſign now is not 4. 

ve a years extent, I chink ot nothing now but endi 

take my 70 leave of every place I depart from ; alas / 
there is no fooling with Lie, when it is ance turn 1 heyon'd 
Thirty, Silence was à full anſwer of him that being ask d 
what he chought of Humane Life, ſaid, nothing Sony 
him rand and waxiſht.; 0.8, HOW TIME RUNS 925 hs 
and we are Dead, e er we have time to think our ſelves a. 
ive; one doth but e here, anqther Dine; he tar 


liveth longeſt, doch. bur Sup, we muſt al go 10 Bed in 
another World, therefare good Night #0. Yu | and col 
Morrow hereafter... 

Indeed our whole Life is but Pn often repeat Step 
to Death, and ne are as neur it at 4 15 Minute f 
ſetting out as at à hundred year: end. Death either 


keeps an cven dar Pace wich s fram aur 
Birth, or at lex 25 be ma ches bug ane Step heli LY 
Yh way ef aur Life; Jo that when, che appointed Time 
3s come for him 0 execute 5 * he ſoon can 
arreſt . 5 * farther 
ourney. Man in the Vigour "= ime of 7 
hancies himſelf in che midſt of à vaſt Plain; * looks. 
behind him, and numbers all 2 Ste ps ot Le 
he has already, taken, perfwades himſe li r 6. Deach muſt 
4lſo meaſure che ſame Þ of years 1g, his OY be- 
then curning his Eycs before, 
he ſees a bumdlefs Talk, an indeterminate Set ot years; 
beinghus deluded by the 4, na G, R 
on. and bids defiance to pale Ia 
gining he ſees him lagging afar 0 yo the firſt- en- 
trance of all the wide. retch'd Waſte ; 5 — the nim- 
ble Skeleton is as far advanc'd as he, "only keeps out of 
Sight, and will never be ſeen, til the very Moment 
he gives the Fatal Stroke. To whatſoever LIGAIT 
Man turns his Face, Death, like his Shadow: whips be- 
hind him ſtill, and is at his Back, bur ner will 
mew] HIM TILL THE LATEST GASP. 
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And he that can ſtoutly bear his Looks for that one Mo 
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ment, ſhall never ſee him more to all Eternity. 'Tis 
but the Fear of this Moments Pain, that makes our 
Lives ſo uneaſie all along. And I am really aſham'd of 
this incorrigible Folly of ortals, who ſpend ſo many 
years in painful Diſquiſitions how to protract the Pain 
of one poor Moment, and undergo ten times more Labour 
xo eſcape it, than they can poſſibly feel in under- 

ing ir. I admire the Reſolution of the Indian Wives, 
who in contempt of Death, ſcorn to ſurvive their Hus- 
band's Funeral Pile, but with chaſte Teal, and an un- 
daunted Courage, throw themſelves into the Flames, as 


if they were chen going to the Nuptial Bed. Cer- 


rainly they calculate ariht, who reckon the Day of 


© Death, the Day of r Pager we are then Born 


poſſeſſi on of Immortal Lite, For this Reaſon 1 
cooks the Mem ry of Judovicus Carteſius the Paduan 
Wyer, Who, in his Laſt VVill and Teſtament, ordered, 


chat ho ſad Funeral Rites ſhould be obſerwd for him, 


aut chat his Corps ſhould be attended with Miſich and 
35 8 the Grave, and as if it were the Day of his Ef- 
-Houſals, he commanded that Twelve Suits of Gay Ap- 
pare! ſhould be provided inſtead of Mourning, for 
ial Number of Virgins, who ſhould aſher his Body Þ 


. the Church. 73 


I have but ſmall Acquaintance with' the F U- 


TURE/STATE, bur this I'm fare, there will 


pe no change that will be ſo furprizing to me, as that 


-BY DEATH. . It is a thing ot which I know but 
:Hittle;. and none of the Millions of Souls that have 


Pat into the 1 NV ISIBLE WORDD, hay come 


. n 

agzin tc tel me ho it is. | 
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| | | ; 1 
It mu be dine (my Soul) but ig a fir ange 3 

| A Diſmal and Myſterious-change, ; 

M ben thou ſhalt leave this Tenement of Clay, __ 

*, And to an unknown ſomewhere wing away; vec "I 


When Time ſhall be 2 and thin (not how. 
belt be then Enom f not what, and live thou know' ſt 


IT. 


Amazing State ! No wonder that we dread 

D think ef Death, or view the Dead, 
Thu'rt all wrapt up in Cleuds, as if to 
Our very Knowledge had Anripathy. 
Deah could not a more ſad retinue find, 
Sickneſs, and pain before, and darkneſs all behind. 


| III. 


Some courteous Ghoſt tell this great Secrecy, 
| hat lis you are, and we mult be. 

You warn us of approaching Dcath, and w 

May we not know from you what tis to dye? "hi = 

But you having ſhot the Culph, delight to ſee *þ "2 

Suceeding Souls plunge in with like uncertainty} © : 


£ 


 ——=Norrth. * 
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That the Souls of Men do not expire with the Breath 
and vital Union, or fall into a DEEP SLEEP, 
never to be awaked till the General Reſurrection, accord- = 
ing to che Opinions of ſome drowſy People, whoſe Res- 
ſons at preſent are aſleep in their Bodies, is 4 Truth 
(Tthink) eaſible evincible, out of the Topicks of ALL. 
RELIGIONS, that make any Noiſe and Figure in 
the World, out of the Clear Text of | ſacred Scripture, 
and from the very Nature of our Souls, a they now | 
an all in the Body, whil in Union with it. One of the 
Fathers calls the GOOD ANGELS ((Enveatures 
nn) the Callers forth of Souls, and ſuch as 
them, The Preparation of thoſe Manſions, they are ons too. 

ks jenes 
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Hence we obſerve when good Men are dying, they are 
often in ſilent Raptures, and expreſs a kind of Impatience, 
till they are diffolved, and Why? becauſe _ piritually 
ſee what they cannot urrey, as did St. Paul, when he 
was wrapt up into the Third Heaven, There is a kind of a 
DRAUGHT prefemed by their Guardian Angels of 
thofe tranſcendent Joyes, — are almoſt ready to 
emer in poſſeſſion of, and therefore Long and Pine till 
they are conveyed into that place of unſpeakable Feli- 
city. Theſe Heavenly Spirits ſuccour and ſupport us un- 
der our Pain and - Sickneſs; and when our Souls are 
ſtormed one of our Bodies, they encompaſs and em- 
brace them, ſoaring Hrongh the Regions of Evil-Angels, 
into Heaven. Tis ſaid that LAZARUS was ſafely 
Carried by the Angels into Abraham's Boſome, fo that tis 
plain, chat the Angels are employed to convey the 
bs of true Behevers inco a fixed State of Bleſſed- 

£5 | 
2 " is very defirable to know in what Condition our 
=. . Sculs will be, hen chey leave the Body, and what is 
dhe Nature of that abode into which we mnſt go, bur 
which we never ſaw into; and rhrough what Regions we 
mut then take our Flight, and after what manner this will 
be done. Tis certain my Soul will then preſerve the 
F. Faculties that are natural to it, viz. to widerſtand, to 
ll, to remember, as tis repreſented to us, under the 
Parable of Dives and Lazarus But alas! we little || Mi 
know how the People of the diſembodied Societies act, | 25 
and will, and underſtand, and communicate their thoughts 
F” 30 tne another, and therefore 7 long to know it. Whar || 5Þ 
Conception can I have of a ſeparated” Soul (fays a late I fa 
© Wricet but char TI al! Tbongbt. Tfirmly think, when aMans || 4 
f Body is taken from. him by Death, be is md into || ha 
ebe and Spirit; How great will be its Thought, Se 
when ir is wichout any Hinderance from theſe Material of 
- Organs} char now obſtruft irs Operations. IV THAT | 
6 FE RN TTY (as one expreſſes it) The whole power of bu 
il runs together one and the ſame way. | In'Eterniey De 
eie Soul is united in irs Motions, which way one Baculey | 
"£>&, all goe ; and the Thoughts all are concenter d, awin | ©% 
ele Tomght of Joy or Torment. N N 
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re \ Thiele Things hay otcaſion't g Th warts he of Thou . 

e, 4 and my Soul, when it 00s d 

y World, A Ss ales We 

2 — * inge a "Ke, fl Saſs d be # 

f ** will not, 1 bone be eee Tieb. 

0 if T ſtart bob, Lhe «Bp Mn. Hötrours 100 frog 

4 | to che innocent Comforts'of Mit . wi 55 on the 

i- | TimortalNufieidls 'of 1 1 'to che Mortal | 

* —— the Rides rirfibyy, 3 pf 

re Female Society, and 0 "ble ihe 

n- | uncourtly Vergue, hi , ay of. no prof 1 05 

b, N aud de LE x 4 

ly Parents, wie ſtuns the Entercaitiments l Yet 

i | bi Aniouts of the EF 0 which de „ 

e || felt had not gaitt'd 16 mel as rde * of A ch 

J. | the Numeration of Mankind, tho * How'd nakes 2 
Figure too much TM Natures Arth hich ſince hewou'd 


u pur a ſtap to rhe Rule of Mt, 
15 Numa a who a "x — 1 ſet 1 
ur || Virgins, and thoſe were tree 5 bent after ey 


f 


ve | guarded the Sacred Fir by Four 
„ || Whereavit his m ae 
he || men ſhould turn Pe al- Agaftiſt et . 

t | (Erated to a b phe wing ves. 7 
he der at the unbatural 8 6f h 55 could 1 we 
tle | might procrtareTike yes as if they were m 


ct, 7h 49,” without * & been Ye 7% 
7% | ſuch an extra . 
wr Spain, would correct the rhe of — 1 . 


ate || had they been preſent with GOD, when he = 
ins Adam and Ee to. enereaſe ang 12 they 

n | haye proposd à better 2 her 

he, I Serraiah he chat Created us, and has fi the Love 

at | 9. A pag the her nter of our 18 we.” 
47 A e date Deſires. to beg a =» 

- of but "only 45 Spurs ts our W * — tharby 
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— F< not . patronize che Smoak. of thoſe Dungbill- 
* who only court the Poſſeſſions of an Heirefs, 
"4388 fall in Love, wich hex M 4 is to make 4 
; . Market Von, ad prof Nobleſt Affection of 
| Sur Soul: „to the fordid Ends of Avarice, Neither do1 
commend the. ſofter, Aims. of thaſe, who are wedded 

quly. to. the Charming, Lineaments of 2 Beautiful Face, a 
97 hag or à well ſhap'd Body. 'Tis only the vertue, 
ileeedon, and g ood Humour of 2. could ever 
e me ; — Lam bleſsd in a Me who has 
2 beck of theſe, and the other exteriour Or- 


1 ta che Cynical. Flour of thoſe Who can afford 
9 no better Title than Nereſſy Euils, and the 
end Poetical Licenſe of him who made this — 

19 7 Orcus——idem, That Oratour whiſper'd the 
| On 12 G who faid, Were it not for the Com- 
p my Women, Angels would come down and dwell 


E Women themſelves would prove 


ung eng Retun, thus to abuſe that Gentle 
5 ” are the. Moulds in which all the Race of Adam are 
S$, 5 234 if SI deſeryd no * Treatment 0 
our. an we uſually ve to ron B a 
a and os Bottles, which Tb, thrown into *c or- 
hen the Wine and Spice are taken out of 
en. e Pagan was. hike better than a Mur- 
Ob Pu ow'd ae 


. 1 


du 707 Ae 2 5 
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For my Part, I ſhould, eſteem the World but 3 D& 
| i were it not for the * 2 SEA; 
1 Ethe, moſt ,paliſhed Part of Mankind wou'd ap 
133 like Hermirs.in Maſquerade, or a kind of Civiliged 
_ i imperiect and unaccompliſh'd . or Virility 
9 out the Reunion of our rhe Rib, that ſtantial and 

et Farr of out Thel wh 0 7 be ee 
8681 N 
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er..chink, were it not for ſuch ill · na- 
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joynted from Women, ſeem to inherit” As Diane, 
out of which nothing can awake them, but the” Em- 
braces of their own living Image, the Fair Tradutt of 
che firſt Meramorphoſis in the World, the Bone converted 
into Fleſh. They are always in Slumbers and Trances, 
ever ſeparated from themſeſy es, in a wild Purſuir of an 
intolerable Lofs,. nor can any thing fix their Volatile 
Defires, bur the powerful Magnetiſm of ſome Charming 
Daughter of Eve. Theſe are the Centers of all our De- 
fires and Wiſhes, the true Pantoras that alone can farisfi 
our longing Appetites, and fill us with Gifts and Bleſſings ; 
in them we live before we breathe, and when we have 
taſted the Vital A, tis but to die an amorous Death, 
that we may live more pleaſantly in them again: © They © C 
are the Guardians of dur Infancy, ie Life and Sou of or x 
Youth, the Companions of our Riper years, and the Gl. 
ſhers of our Old Age, From the Cradle to the Tomb, ve vm 
are wrapt in a Circle of Obligatians to them for hex 
Love and good Offices. And he is a Monſter in Nature =— 
who returns them not the Careſles of an en A. 1 
fection, the 2 Sallies of Vertue and Gratitude: | 
Love is the Soul of the World, the Vital W 
ments, tis the Cement of Humane Society,” he 
ſtrongeſt Fence of Nature: Earth "would be a Hell +. - 8 
r neither can there be any Heaven where fi? 
15 abſent. 80 wp | "—— as 
. Yer I, am no Advocate for thoſe general Lovers, W 
not content to let this 2 paſſion, run within the 
lawful Channel of chaſte Marriage, ſwell ie up "with - 
irregular Tides, and wanton Flouds of Luft, till ic waſh © 
away che Banks of Reaſon and Mortality, find out new. 
Paſſages . and . Rivulers, encroaching on other Mens 
Poſſefñions, ot at leaſt dilating on the general "waſte of 
the weaker Sex, who, ought to be as Gardens enclog'd, 
or holy Ground, not to be prophan'd by che Acceſs of e. 
very Bold Intruder. r Hp 
.T approve. not the Inceſtuous Mixtures of the ching e, | 
where he Brother Marries the Siſter, or next a-kitr; nor © 
the Senſual Latitude of the Mahometans, who allow . | 
Man four Wives, and as- many Concubines as he 
maintain, But above all, I deteſt the VVild and Brutay 
5 | * | Liber, 


* 
4 


a whe in - his Idea of 
- Ha pine „ cqncerv'd a promiſeuous 
Bun, ro be 4 neceſſary Ingredienc of our 


On ike e my Regards to thar Sex are not cir- 
cunlſcrib'd ein. fuch narrow Limits, as to exclude any 
fl our Converſation a Friendihip, thar by any war. 
warben arr can nn Lv | Claim ch 1 Vould have 
9 ce M es e is their Num- 
whoſe Knowle Vertue will 

Y HS jent Nb: rom crimmi "Fam Wartties,” and 
—— Scandals"of che Wort. There are among that 
Sex, s among Men, Good and Bad, Vertuous and Vi- 
Fons, and a 2 Man will ſb Kvebhis Choice, as 
uc ro; ſtain his tation, or hazard his Integrity. 
Tis no ſmall Point of Diſerecioth Fowh,” to regu aft cor 
Frjend(bips with omen, aud to [oy In the Borders 
3 Ridge %, La Paſſion, yext. Step is a pre- 
cipice & Flames, not 1 from th Meas of Vercuc, 
2 tis bot ig conſerve” Hnovency, on ' the 
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C 1 F Vice N ence "of Ser anon 
| | 22 4 8 ine Spirit may Thbahir | 2 Womans 
| "I It is difingeti 0 rs of the Advanta- 
4 ves 751 1 500 kes it er Hke 
1 F „400 "gives * 4 greater 
A 3 "Gol appear more been in the 
3 N 25 1255 — that 45 the muſt Floyid Ora: 
1 ; bd hes c "Hires in all the Syſtem of 
4 2 ſo; as rcible,/as the peculiar Graces 
|; of; that. Sex. IL zin 6 maar that, Meg cin boaſt of 
. the Mind, which Women poſſels 
8 in as pe pte a greater Emmengy. There have 
© - w L well % 9 n Age or Nation 
oduced ome Females *Renowned for their 
22 = Verne, Which makes me conchude, that rhe 
E — is no leſs uſeful thay pleaſant ; 
. which attend theix Friend: 
0 * 22 Eames, Ae „ by vaſt Ad- 
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_ The New Practice of Plety. 61 
of | But whatever way be adduced againſt the Friendſhips 
opu- we contract wit Women, there is not in all the Maga- 
our Fine of De traction, any Weapon of Proof againſt the mu- 
I tual Intimacies of our own Sex, the generous Endearments 
t eir- of Souls truely Maſculine and Vertuous, urited by Sympathies 
zany | and * whoſe Root 7s in Heaven.” No Panegyricks can 

ready the Warth of thefe Divine Enxagements, ſince 
have they admit not of any Megicerity, but derive their Value 
dum | only from their Exceſs. I have been always flow and 
will] cautious in contracting Amities, Teft I ſhould run the 
-and | Riſque of his Miſtake,” who while he thought he had an 
that] Angel by the Hand, held the, Devil by the Feor: But 
I Vi- where 1 have once pitchd my Aﬀe@ion, I love without 
e, as} Reſerve or Rule, I never entertain withour ſuſpicion the 
rity, | warm Proteffions'of Love, which ſome Men are apt to 
"our make at firſt fight. Such My * have no 
ders | deep Root, and therefore moſt commonly, wither as ſoon 
pre- as they are form'd, Let I deny not, but that chere are 
reue, | ſome ſecret Marks and Signatures, which Souls ordain'd + 
"the | for Loye and Friendſhip can read in cach other at a 
nen | Glance, by Which that Noble Paffion- is excited, that 
mans | afrerwards diſplays ir ſelf in gun apparent Characters. 
mta- This is the ſilent” Language bf Plaronſck Love, wherein 
Hke the Eye ſupplics the Gee of the Tonghe ; ':is the Rhe- 
ater | rorick of Ambar Spirits, wherein they make their Coyrr 
| the | withour a Word: * There are ſome laſting Friendſhips 
Ora. which owe their Birth to ſuch an Interview, but cheir 
n of | Growth and Faſtneſz proceeds from other Circumſtances, 
races being cheriif'd by frequent Converſation, A good 
of | Offices, and an inviolate Fidelity, Which are the only pro- 
flets t and ſubſtantjal Aliment of Loye. **Tis impolite to 

R. 4 durable Friendſhip; where- ever we place 4 Fanſient 
tion ticlination, becayſe of the infuperable Neceſſities Wich 
heir divide particular Men from ach others Commerce r? 
rhe Kgouledge, after they haye began rg Love. In the Ox 
this-Life, Men are like che Planers, which no and 
nd- then caft friendly Aſpects on each other en Paſſent - 
Ad- But following rhe Moticn of the Greater Spher@oft Pro- 
ese, they are again ſeparated, their Influences dif- 

i Jolv'd and new Amoprs commene d. Bur. I would have 

Tut Y Friendtnip, reſemble the Fred Sr and Conſtellati- 
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55 
ons, who in the Etetnal Revolution nevet part Company 
or Intereſts. 1 r 
I have eyer look d on thafe Men to be but ene ſtep N 
 differenc'd from Beaits, . whoſe Love is confined only to ni 
their own Families Kindred. _ Such a narrow Affection | an 
deſerves not to be rank inthe Pradic ament ef Humanity. 
My Love is communicative, it makes a large Progreſt and 
extends it ſelt to Strangers; it takes in Men of different 
Humours and exions, Cuſtoms and Languages, it 
retuſes none that have the Face of Men, bur with wide- 
nd Arms MEER 14 Sar | 1 ſtamp of Hu- 
mane Nature. And I have this iar in my Temper, 
that I find not the leaſt Rel in loving and . doi 
Good to my Enemies. - That which coſts others ſo muc 
Labour and Toil to perſwade themſelves to, is to me 26 
familiar and eaſie, às to laugh at a ridiculous Object, and 
I eſteem it not ſo properly à Vertue in my. ſelf, 
as 4 Gift of Nature, the Effect of my Conſtitution. 
Yer I cannot pretend to ſuch an miverſalix & Spirit, 
as to be without my Antipathies, I eſteem Hatred to 
be as neceſſary and allowable a Paſſion as Love, pro- 
p vided it be exercis d on its proper Objects, ſince as the 
5 one faſtens us to thoſe Things which procure. our Hap 
1 jineſs ; ſo the other ſnatches us from what would be the 
| auſe of our Miſery. I obſerve, that theſe» contrary Fu- 
eulties are inherent in all Creatures, neither could the 
Creation ſubſiſt, were ir not for the Diſcords as well as 
the Agreements of the Elements. The whole Univerſe 
ſubſiſts by the Oppoſizions of its Parts, and the Epitome ot 
it, our Microcolm, is preſerv d by {its inteſtine Diviſions. 
So that I cannot apprehend a more immediate Way for the 
Supreme Archites, to over throw his Works, than b 
diiffuſing that Nepenthe through the Elements, whic 
b. mould compoſe their Quarrels ; ior they wou d no ſoon- 
Er ceaſe to hate their Contraries, but they would alſo de- 
fiſt from loving themſelves ; and having thus loſt the Ce- 
ment which faſtens them together in this exquiſite Order, 
they mult neceſſarily return to their Primitive Chaos out 
of which they were extracted. * 2 | 
However I will not from theſe, Inbcent Feuds of inaniny, 
mateCreatures,drawArguments to countenance in my fe'fa 
* wies 
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The Mem Practice of Pietv. 6x 
Hatred which is Criminal, being aſſured that among thoſe 
various Averſions,” which moleſt the Quiet of Men, there 
is hardly one which is not againſt Reaſon or Morality. 
Eyery Creature bears in its Efſence the Stamp of 7 
nice Goodneſs; and twere groſs impiety to calumniate 
any of thoſe Works, on which GOD Himſelf has' be- 
tow'd an wniverſal P anegyrick, when he pronounc'd them 
all to be Good. They are all lovely in their Order, 
aud choſe which our Squeamiſh Phancies eſteem the 
moſt odious, have Qualities which claim our Love and 
Admiration, Thoſe venemous Creatures, which we ſhun 
as the inveterate Enemies of our Race, deſerve our 
Cireſſes, inſtead of our Spight ; fince the Service they 
afford us, equals the Hurt we receive from them, and the 
moſt Efficacious Medicines are ſometimes compounded 
of the fierce$# - Poyſons. -. In ſtrit ſpeaking, the Devils 
themſelves are not the Object of my Hatred, accordi 
to their Eſſence, though they are ſo by the Malice 
their Will. They ſtill retain their Natural Ferfect ions, and the . 
Goodneſs of their Eſſence remains the ſame as it was before "= 
their Fall. Their Vigour, rheir and Intellectual Accom- F 
pliſhments, have ſuffered no Detriment from the De- 3 
pravedneſs of their Aﬀe&ions, but remain untouch'd, © 7 
as when they ſhone among the Hierarchies above. And tho' 3 
GOD deteſts and puniſhes them for their Crimes, yer he 
Himſelt loves and conſerves their Eſſence. There is No- 
thing therefore in Heaven, Earth or Hell, but S I NM, that 
deſerves our Hatred; withall things elſe, we may be = 
amour'd ; and we oughr to hate this Monſter fo much 
the more, in that by diſordering our Natures, it has 
planted in us thoſe Antipathies and Averſions which make 
us peeviſh at the Works of GOD, and hate thoſe Things 
which we ought to love. 5 
But among all the Species of Hatred, I tremble at that 
which is exereis d againft our own Race, becauſe 7 find 
none ſo violent, none ſo inexorable as one Man againſt 
another. They are not content with the moſt furious 
Sallies of this during their Lives, but to con- 
ſummate the Height of the ir Malice, th willingly in- 
volye themſelves in Death. With Arreus they De- 
Ant in their on RA provided ThyeFFes may be erum d 
: | as | in 
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64 Che Men metier or Piety; 
it in too. Nay, this pafſton is ithhortzl, and deſtend 
into the very Grabe. The Afitipdthies ö Erheoc ler ati 
Poleniat, were trunſlated to tlie other World, cel Wy 
wed ſurvivfd theit Breuth, it iv'd in their, Aﬀies and wol d 
not ſuffer their divided Flames to mix in the fame Fu. 
etal Pile. - Abbve all, T abhof the ralians inflexiBle 
Cruelty, who bequearh the ir Hatred as an TaherirahEe'to 
their Children, adjuring them to Frernal Enmity, with 
Curſes on ſuch of their Off: ſpriug as ſhall eyer makePeace 

Iquat rel not wich that Logich; b. which we call a Todd 
venemous. 'T weed prove but 4 thin S59hiRry,thac ſhould 
impoſe on us the Safety of the Experiment; aud I doubt 
our beſt 2erapbyſicks wWoued make but 4 weak Antido 
* che Fortes of its Foyſon. I am not tond of quib 
ing my ſelf into ſd dangerdus an Abſurdiry, under ck 
Protectlon of a refind Theory, whoſe Prattice wou“ 
convince me of a fooliſn Madneſs, 7 Je. F were nei- 
ther good Philoſopher nor Divine. Tet 1 cannot a 
hare even this Crefure; which is become the Proverb © 
Humane Hatred?" For as mach as it carties with it, in 
its Lite and Motion, the Chatücter and Impreſſion of 1 
Divine Artificer ; eſpecially fot this reaſon, that we have 
no cauſe to believe it ever ſinned, ati conſequently 
thereupon maintains and performs the end and deſign 
of its Creation, which tho“ ic be in 2 lower Sphere, 
has this Prerogatire beyond Mankind; that it never yer 
tranſgreſd ed the Rules, nor violated the Laws of its Maker. 
Nor can 7 imagine whence our Reflections upon ſuch 
Creeatutes ſhould ariſe} but from a miſtazen Cnowledy! 
ofour ſelves, and à perfect Ignorance of the Nature bf 
ba — 7-9 Me Yo 
Tis under the Prejudice of Education, and moſt de- 
tected ERRORS OF OUR ITFE. Have mob 
oe People lived uponrhat, and dehecioufTy too, that is 
another Man's Poyſon? Did not MithriZates take Poyfoit 
ti che firotigeſt Confection of that Rind Would not da 
hisbufme(, when he wanted it? Tis to, that weare ts 
aferibe cue Miſchiefs of Huchane Lite! For if we could dE 
forſixe che falſe Guide we have ben used co, e 
on Reaſon, theres nothing would ſeem ſtrange to 
T nr 
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The New Practice of Piety, 5x © 
nothing uneaſie, nothing dreadful. Therefore I ſhall 
4 lictle Defcant upon this Subject, in order to Rectifie our = 
Judgments, and Reform our Practices. : 
It is enough already, that I have lived for others. 
F. | Let me at laſt return home, and do ſomewhat for 
Ty 1 ſelf. Time flies away, Nature decays, and 
I (hall ſoon find-my ſelf moſt unfit for the work, when I 
ſhallſtand moſt in need ot ſtrength to do it. To what 
108 purpoſe is ic, we are ſo buſily concern d in Exotich AF. 
7 | fairs, things neither conſiſtent with our preſent Peace, 
Lor conducive to our future Happineſs ? 
a Mankind is all Labyrinth, and Diſguiſe, and never ſhows 
the ſame Face two Hours together. I know my ſelf ber- 
ts | -<r chan all the Men in'the World know me, and can be 
12 more juſt and faithful, according to Truth, in my Judg- . == 
ment and Cenſure. They ſer up a Rule, and try all Com- it 
plexions and Temperaments by That, wildly, unreaſon- | 
ably, and uncertainly. I daily find them miſerably out 
in their Conjectures of me, even choſe who think they beſt 
know me. They may frame a general Air of my Hu- 
mour, by a frequent Converſation, but are wonderfully 
miſtaken in their Application, as to the Ends, Induce- 
ments and Motives of moſt of my Actions. | 
The moſt ſtupid Sou that is, will ſometimes work upon 
her ſelf, review her own Thoughts and Inclinarions; and 
would delight to be more Converſant in this Exerciſe, ij 
we did not interrupt her Meditation by the Propoſal of 
external Objects, which do not at all concern her. It 
is the beſt Acquaintance we can have, and would deal 
more faithfully and wiſely in her Adviſements than the beſt 
Friend we knowupon Earth. It is, I am confident, the 
want of this Intelligence that occaſions all the Irre- 
n aud Diſorders we are gail of. Remem- 
r to make Reaſon and Conſcience, of your Party, © 
and you will ſoon perceive your Anxiety, and Torment 
abared. Then ſhould we not only be With but in a great 
meaſure - Happy to boot: And, for ought I know, in as 
nigha la as humane Nature is capable of e 
4 
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I could(in ſome firs. of contemplative Melanch ly) fal 
deep ag ſoon in a Church-Yard as on my Bed; and 
um often ſo weary 3 Life, that my great: 
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The New Pꝛactite ot Piety. 
eſt garen is in ſuch 0bjefts as ſpedt moſt to it's Ad. 
vantage. whe; Nd F | 
I know that I carry a Ghoſt always abour me, and-that 
I my ſelf am a Walking Spirit. This thought allays in 
me thoſe vulgar Fears of the Haurits and Viſits of Spectres, 
And as I am not at all afraid of my ſelf, ſo I am very little 
apprehenſive of Apparitions : Nay more, I could with 
wil Communications more frequent betwixe us and the In- 
babitants of the Upper World : It would harden our 
Cbriſtian Courage, familiarize to us the Thoughts of Se- 
paration; and create in us a more paſſionate love of the 
Heavenly Country. N | | 


— 


I pretend not by the Title of this ſmall Treariſe to any 
extraordinary Scheme or new draught of Religion, for my 
Athenian Queriſts ;; much leſs would 1 be thought ſlighely 
4 to ſuggeſt any neglect or deficiency of theirs in the 
3 PRACTICE of the old I am very well aſſur d, 
| that Religio Athenæ, ſeems a direct Tautolagie. Bur ſurely 
i can be no Offence to ſay, that I could wiſh we were all 
more in earneſt for Heaven, and that we had all the Wif- 
dome and vertue that ever appeared in the guiſe of true 
Rea ſon in che World, ſummd up and amaſſed in a 
Obriſtian Virtuoſo, eſpecially in a daily ſincere contempt 
of this World. a | 


n WS ares 88 28 


No eager purſuit, or reſtleſs intemperate deſire of 
Weilck or Honour, muſt be harboured by us, who are to 
fix our whole hopes on another Cyuntry; and we ſhould 
confeſs our ſelves Strangers and Pilgims on this Earth, by 
the Precepts and Examples of all the Holy Prophets and 
Adoftles throughout the whole Book of GOD. To ſex an ex. 
traordinary Value on the World, is to unravel the peculiar 
Principle of Chriſtianity, and run retrograds to the Steps 


4 it. en eo 24 © WD 


* =» 


8 W 


6 


ot che Holy, FESUS. 


6 


Thus Have I made a conſiderable Progreſſe infmy MH 

 Prattice of Piety, wherein my aim Has been cg difcover | | 
an UVniverſat Doctrine (or make fuch SP'ECUEATE 
ONS) 8 69 rags 0ppoſech Jo Naias dee . 
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The, New Patte of Piety, 
2 * but which may tend to unite us all in the fame 
—_— an 
A Perfeft Atheiſt, is fit for no Place here but Bedlam 
and therefore I began my Eſſay with a New Scheme 
Religion, I began firſt wich Divine Worſhip, in Obedience 


to GOD's Commandment, who wills us jor to ſeek the 


Kingdom of Heaven, and the Righteouſneſs thereof, promi ſin 
that all other things ſhall be added — us, 14 151 . 
given a GENERAL SCHEME of the way t 
eaven, I ſnall conclude this Fir/t Part of my Book wit 
iſcovering here that right Religion that will fea us to it. 
And 7 ſhall be the F LAIN ER upon this Subject, as our 
rr the ROAD to Heaven, may Jead us to 
Religion in General, is a ſenſe of our Duty to CO D, and 
the Warſbip we owe to him, according to the beſt of our Under- 
2 in order to the obtaining of a Bleſſed Immor- 
tality. 
But Religion in this Age, admits of ſo. many ſeveral 
Modes and Forms, that a Man gan now no ſooner ſpeak 
of Religion, but the next Queſtion is—P RA 
WH AT Religion are you of. !—To this Ianſwer, 
GOD is my Father, the Church my Mother (T need 
nor ſay this or that Church, if I am ſound in the Main 
Points) the Saints my Brethren, and all that needs me any 
Friends: Tis true, I worſhip GOD under the Tide of 
aCHURCHMAN, but diſlike all Names, but tha 
which the Diſciples were at Antioch, that is, 
.wou'd be neither Church man, Presbyterian, Ingepender 


Anabaptiſt, Quaker, &c. but à Chriſtian, a Follower f 


Chriſt, a Servant of GOD, the Worlds Maſter, and 1 
own Man. I do not think Religion to conſiſt ſo much in 


NAMES :as Things. Chriſt's Church is not limitted 


to any Nation or Party, but extends to all Places, is pro- 
ban in all Ages, and containeth all ſaving Truth; 
and in 


this Senſe is UNIVERSAL, or Catbilique, 


n is divided into ſubordinate Selfs 2 


} [Tis 3 —_ 1d! | 
Brancher, yet :Eflence. is che ſame in every . 
for that Reaſon the Right Chriſtian does Love and Ho- 
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Diverſe Families (a) as Saint Paul did - Foy, that Chriſt 


0 


the 

1 was preached, tho” by them that were of a cont ver 
= Faction; as Jacob had a Right Hand for Ephraim, and a 
2 Left for Manaſſes : Paul and Barnabas jarred, yet both | hu 
Preach'd the Goſpel ;, Cyprian and Cornelius diflered in | © 
udgment, yet both Pillars of the Chriſtian Faith; Chry- || of 
tam and Epiphanius diſagreed, yet both Enemies to the li 
Arrians ; Hierome and Raſmus, were divided, yet in the 4 
end were reconciled; and I verily think all ENGLISH Adi. 
Proteſtants wou'd ſoon UNIT E in one National Church, th 
did we ſeriouſly conſider that all thoſe that are converr- | 1% 
ed by the Holy Ghoſt, are one Hoy Church. (already) N 
whereof CHRIST is the only Head. I ſhall venture in 
to ſay all that outwardly proteſs Chriſtianity, and have | @' 
been Baptized, are to be accounted Holy, by a viſible ſe- | Y4 
pararion and Dedieation to GOD, till they cut themſelves | MH: 
off by SCHISM, are or juſtly caſt out by © Excommunica- | © 


tion. | 2 © 
1 profeſs my ſelf an Impartial Lover of all Good | © 

Men, and do preſume every Man to be good, till I fing b. 

him otherwiſe. I have as little Zeal about things that are Al 
maniteſt'y INDIFFERENT (eicher Pro or Con) as any 

Man in che World, for tis a Principle I receiv'd from my 
Education, That the Real Differences of Good and Intelligent 

| Fic, are not ſo wide as they ſeem; and that through 
*Pecjudice and 7ntereſt, wer fo many times conteſt a- 

our words, whilſt they do heartily think the ſame thing. 

Then let thoſe little narrow ſoul'd Chriſtians, char appro- 

- priate their Faith and Charity to a CANTON, live in 2 

ſittle Corner of the World by themſelves; they are hard- 

ly worthy to enjoy the Benefit of a Univerſal Sun ant 

- Goſpel. I hope Church men, Presbyterjans, Independents, 
Xe. will all meet in Heaven at laſt. What tho they dif- 
er in their WAY thither ? Thope they Pardon one and- 
der; Men go to China both by the Streights, and by the 
Lebe A Right Chriſtian may go to Heaven with any 
Wind, and with any Name; Religious Men (ſurb 4 

. Bennet, and Mr. Shepherd) have no other End in all 
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their Diſputes, but to ſend us all in the Right way to Hee- 


ven, ' * 
2 But whilſt you are only for the out · ſide, gilded part, or q 
2th | huck of Religion, you are but fer a Faction, and a Party, L 
in and you have no Communion with the Univerſal Church | 

- of Chrif , youare but for Chriſtians of your own Size, and 
the lire and grow up into a little Creeping narrow Spirit that 
the can never love nor ſerve any Soul, but what is juſt and 
directly of your own dimenfion ; whereas a Chriſtian of 
the Univerſal Church is of a large comprehenſive Gene- 
rt | rous Spirit and Principle, and loves a good and Vertuous 
y) | Man, that practices Right Chriſtianity, let his perſwaſion 
ire in other and minuter things be what it will, tor this is 
ve 8 God's Religion, all other is but Man's, and ſubject to Inna» 
ſe- vation, and changes, according as their Humours vary. 
es Hence it is tha: thoſe thar are ſo furious, for formal and 
ra- | outward Rites, are always ſowre and quarrelſume, fretting 
-\ | themſelves, and vexing others, if they come not up ta 
xd every Pundilio of their Ohſervances. And it is alſo from 
1 | Hence, chat the High-Flyers, are every where laying out, 
re | and engaging themſelves and Intereſt, in getting the 
y | worſt of Magiſtrates, the worſt Parliament-Men, the worſt 1 
y Juſtices, the worſt Mayors, &c. that all the Countries and Vi 
nt Cities can afford; in ſo much thatitts almoſt become the | 
ſureſt Indication of a Knave, to have the High-Flyers for 
em; and of an Honeſt Man to have em againſt him, that 1 
can be given: For their Breath blefſes every Man they are by 
againſt, and blaſts every Man they are for. 

But whatever the Principles of others are, yet (as to 
my felf) I am or ſhould be an honeſt Man, and no Name 
deſerves that Character fo well as that of Chriftian. 4 
opprobrious Diſtinct ions of Sets and Sehiſms, do as *twere ; 
2 upon. Chriſtianity in the Subſtance. y 

I value no Man meerly becauſe he is of this or the 1 
other Party; but I love a Good Man, of whatever pro- 
feſſion, or by what Name or Title ſoever, he's diftin- 

imd; bur (as 7 ſaid befbre) I diſlike all Names, bur 
— of CHRISTIAN, and think em a great a- 
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But 7 fear moſt Men know not, or forget, what it is to 
be a Right Chriſian; and what that worthy Name doth 
oblige them to, which was the Name whereby all Chrift's 
Diſciples were called, betore all thoſe Names were known 
in the World, whereby ſince they have been 1 
ar Reproach'd, And as it was che firſt Name given © 


Kurth, fo it may probably continue for ever in Heaven; 
> of A nope} ind Earth is named, 


br of Chrif the whole Family of Heaven and 
as the Apoſtle ſpeaks. 

I find all Parties ready to reflect one upon another, 
whereas all may be guilty; and while each are contend- 


ing for ſome Particular Opinions and Circumſtances 
Religion, chey ay evidently trauſgreſs the Rules of 


anity ; while ſome are. called Papilts, 
s Proteſtants, ſome Conformifts, © others Diſſenters; 
are apt to forget they are called HRE 


. 


TIANS; and tho in doubrfulThings it is commenda- 


f 


ble # ſearch out Truth, and plead for ir; yer nor with 


minds poſſeſt with Paſfion or 1 which blind th 
udgment, and break the Bonds of Unity, Love” 
; like the Two Men mention d by Anſelm, who dif- 


ming, and chen 9 Ss ows in the Morning, about 
. e where che wou d riſe, beat out one 
a Eyes, and fo neither. of em could fee 
188 m0 great Advantage to 4 Man he a 7 - Churth- 


Presbyterian, &c. if he be not a Right Chriftian; 
N !) our Greateſt Zeal is about thoſe things, f © 
moſt part, that are not neceſſary to Salvation, and which 
may leave us ſhort of Heaven. | 

... Such, Speculatiens as theſe (ſerioufly weigh) wou*d 
bring us all to an Uzion in Religion, and for ever baniſn 
thoſe Nicknames of Presbyterians, Tndependents, &c. 
Theſe with the Title of High-Church-Men—— 8c. are 
© New Terms of .Diſtinction( a)raiſed. on defign to diftrace 


eus yet more ; I know no High-Church, bur the Church ot 
.* Rome ; ſo here we ſce who are tobe called Hięb Church, 


. F — — 

(a) See the Biſhop of Salisbury*s Speech to the Houſe of Lords 
upon tþe Bill again Occaſional Conformity, X 
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| gur Legal Etabliſhment founded upon thePrimitive Patt 
1K is the ſame true Meaſure of our Church, and thoſewh? 
+. | tiſe above it, ate as much our of the Way, as thoſe who 
n fall below if © ws 6% * 
; I cou d enlarge in theſe'Speculations, but that I am un- 
: willing to tranſgrefs my Bounds. But certainiy, unleſs 
: | Men take this moderate Road for the- way to Par w I can 
d, ſee no Hopes of an 'Unjon among the ſeveral SeF#s of the 
Chriſtian Religion, but a continua! jarring” till they get to 
9 Heaben, where no doubt they ALL Ebrace and 
1 UNIT E às Brethren :'For, as Herbert asm, 


Alwe bnow' oeh · Bleſi*d Above, 
5 .  - Is," that they Sing, and that they Love. 
4 


* | 

FL Thus Reader have I Plainly diſcovered what that Right 
la- Religion is chat will lead us to "Heaven, by which che 
ch | Diſſenters may ſee that Occaſional Conformity is uo ſuch 

ki Scandalous Trimming between Two Religions,” as ſome 
+ | woutd makeir; but has been practiz*d byche beſt ch. 


. | -ans of all Ages. Neither is Oceaſpondlt Diſſenting, (howe- 
- ver New the Doctrine may ſeem) a'forfiking the — 
ne ot England; but a Real Duty in ſome Caſes : For m 
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ſhare, I am a profeſt Enemy to Bigots''of all fons 2 1 
11 and tho ad been a Son of the Church, theſe orgy 3 
oh. "Years, yet I thank GOD, I was never ferter*4 wu ſuper - I 
* Fitious ſcruples, and I heartily picty "thoſe that are, for 1 
+ | they are generally ſuch as are riding Pu ter Fre- 4 
ch ferment, or (like Dor——n nd W——y) have been 1 
N Apoſtates to the Diſſenters. e, Cf eee _—"- 
d Tam none of thaſe who Acknowledge no Temples, be- 


iſh ſides thoſe of their own Heads. © And I am of Opinicn 

be chat ſuch Furious Guides as think that they have a Church 

ire wichin their own Breaſts, ſhou'd likewiſe believe chat 

act their Heads are Stetples, and fo ſhoud provide them win | 
of BY Veil. U believe that there is # Church Milirant, which 1 
th like the Ark, muſt lodge in its Bowels all ſuch as are to 9 
* be ſaved from the Hood of Condemnation; but to chalk our 
= ies bordering Lines, is beyond the "Geography of my Rev 

& | vow. - Wy 4%; 
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© Then let Fufious Bigors act as they pleaſe; I ſhall ever 
be of att Extenſive: Charity to all Proteſtants, where 1 
4 
4 


* 1 


ſee any thing of che Image of our COMMON LORD; 
I have long underſtood the Difference berween Matters 
«© of Faith, and meer Circumſftantials,and am for the 
© Union of all Chriftians, that do not differ in things Eſſen- 
© tial to Chriſtianiry. I do not underſtand what the 
qu Divinum of diſputable Ceremonies means; I am of 
great Latitude in ſuch, Matters, and therefore (as was 
10 of King William) as I do not cenſure the form of 
© Kneeling, ſo I'think that of ſitting, as Eligible where it 
© obrains.L look upon it to be as Impertinent anAttempt to 
© endeayour to bring all Mens Minds and Conſciences to 
© one Standard, as to undertake that all the Clocks in the 
© World ſbun d trike continually at the ſame Minute, without 
am Variation. ' I think every Right Chriſtian ſhou'd Imi- 
© rate the Moder ation and Piety, of Williamthe III. who 
« gdeclar'd with his dying Breath, That he raged a Chriſtian, 
© of | comprebenſiue Charity. With every ſerious conſider- 
« ing Mind, this muſt ſurely have a much greater and 
better ſound than to have ſaid, I dye in the inclos'd Com- 
© itenion of one or other Party, or Denomination of Chriſtians , 
© nor do I ſee how any one can ſafely leave the World, 
© however they make a Shift to live in ic, without a Cha- 
© rity that reaches to all ſerious Chriſtians, under whatever 
.* diſtinguiſhing Name they paſs. And ler others confine 
their Candour and Communion, within narrower 
Limits, if they dare; but I cou'd never hope to be 
joined to the General Aſſembly, and Church, gc. above, 
if I ſhou'd willingly, and our of Choice, cut off my 
_ © ſelf from any part of the Body, or refuſe, upon trul 
-* Catholicks Terms, to hold Communion with em (a) 
© And upon this Principle, it is, that many Proteſtanc 
© Difſcnrers, do and may juſtiſie both their Occaſional 
© communicating with the Church of England, ſo called, 
aud their nor daring to do it conſtantly. But ſeei 
the Honourable Houſe of Commons are of another Opinion ; 


- 


a Fn Ser Mr. Robbinſons, Hir. Flemings, and g Ar. 
Norris*s Sermons on the Death and Funeral of the lass 


King. 
r That 
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That my NEH PRACTICE OE PIETT may 
have the Approbation ot that Grave Aſſembly, I ſhall 
conclude it with——4 8 AT MR upon the Houſe of Lordi, 
for their Tavowing ant the Bill againſt Occaſional Confor- 


my. 21 ein d gene 
I can't but think this Title [ 4 Sam ben the Houſe of 
Lords) has given the Reader ſome Impatience to . know 
what fort of 4 Fellow I am. Why truly, I ſhou'd teckon 
it a 0 Honour, if he thinks me capable to give him 
Satisfaction upon this Head. There's many a Hackney- 
Writer, who has got no Principles, and upon Conſequence, 
can t account for em. I am none of thoſe who weave out 
their Brains into 8 f. per ſheet, nor has any Projecting Book- 
ſeller given me 4 Hint of this Matter, It a Negative 
Character wou'd ferve the turn; I am no Church-Papiſt, 
Fhate che very Aceent of the word; I am under no Obli- 
tions to the Tool at St. Germains, I had never the 
ead-Peice to make a Plotter in all my Life. I never 
form'd any Deſigns of being Rich and Great. 7 was ne- 
ver in any Office of Profit, nor have I the leaſt Deſire of 
being ſo,—— My Lite is very far run already, I only wiſh 
the laſt Act of it may be free from Tragedy, that I may 
leave the World in a peaceable way, without much Rea- 
ſon to be angry with it, and chi I mayn'r finally miſcar- 
fy. But may my honeſt Reader obje& Is your Satyr up» 
on their Lerdfhips, ſo very conſiſtent with your New Prall ice 
of Piety, with your way to Heaven between all Extreamt 
that you cou'd not leave off, till you had libeil'd the 
Houſe of Peers? Don't argue too fait, I befeech you, tis 
below the Reaſon of a Man, to cancel at one Daſh, all 
the Lines of Chriſtianity, which have coſt him ſo much 
Pains to draw. I ſhall advance nothing but upon ſo 


' ſufficient Arguments, that 7 e leave me as muck 


a Chriſtian, and altogether as well diſpos' d, as q found 
me. But to proceed to The SAT IR G 
the Houſe of Lords, for their Throwing out the Hill agamſt 
Oetaſional Conformity. - 45 24 
The Occaſional Bill has been twice thrown down as 4 
D- Ball for the Lords and Commons to play wich; in- 


deed the Latter were at the Expence to furniſh the - 


terials ; all the Misfortune|of it lay here, that their Lord- 


ſhips had a Negative Voice, . o the Play broke up / 


people 
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People are pleas d to ſay, the Commons were troubled 
their Bill ſhou'd meet with ſo unkind Treatment, when 
it muſt be own'd (ſay the High-Flyers)- there was ſo much 
© Reaſon, Religion and Law, at the Bottom of it. There is a 
Generation in the World that are perfect Srep-Fathers to 
the Hints they receive from others, merely becauſe they 
hanẽt been ſo happy as to ſtart em themſelves ; but this at 
the ſame Time is an Argument, both of Pride and of 
- Inſufficiency. I ſnanꝰt preſume to ſay how far the Bill 
might have gone forward, had it made it's firſt Appear- 
ance in the Upper Houſe.. There is ſomething like a Phy- 
ical Ani iperiſtaſis in the Humours of Men, eſpecially when 
they are rats'd into ſome certain Circumſtances. - Who 
"knows bur our Co uns might have been the Fanatichs, 
upon ſuch a Suppoſition as that? But what am I ſaying? 
When Men have got a Set of Things they call Principles, 
their Actions for the Future, are always Uniform, and 
conſiſtent with emſelves. And I'm ſure he whole Ma- 
nagement of the Body of the Commons, from the beginning 
ro the end, has been allof a Piece; there's no Trimming 
in it, they hanẽt minc*d the Matter; they have been arWeſt- 
minſter, at me, and have met again, and yet they-re always 
of the ſame Opinion. And what greater Argument 
of Steddy Principles than ſuch Behaviour as this? 
But to enter upon the Merits of the Cauſe, aud to make 
1 what their Lordſhips deſerve for throwing 
dür the Bill, 7 ſhall confine my ſelf to theſe Particulars. 
Firſt, T fl conſider the Occafion of this Occaſional Bill. 
Secondly, ſhall look « little particularly into the Nature of it. 
- Fhirdly,T ſhall conſider the Tendeney of it, and what Deſigns 
might poſſibly Lye conceal®d at the Bottom. Fourchly, Whether 
the preſent Poſture af Afﬀairs-ben*t. inconſiſtent with the Na- 
ure of ſuch a Bill.Theſe Heads of Diſcourſe ſhall all along be 
managd with Reference to their Lordſhips Corduct. 
In conſideriug the Occaſion of the Occafimal Bill, 1 ſhall 
tell che Senſe of the High-Fyers, and ſhall diſcover how 
theſe Furious Gentlemen, and their Brethren h Perkbinites, 
SATTRIZ E the Houſe of Lords, for their throwing 
our the Bill againſt Occaſimal conformity; altho', Cif wel 
believe LEGION*s Addteſs) by this Pious and Noble AR, 
- mh Hue of Peers have preſerwd Three Kingdoms in 
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1. The Occaſim of the Bill (ſay the 2 ſeems 
enough to make as many Votes for it in both Houſes, as 
there were Perſons well affected to the Church eſta- 
bliſn dit ſeems there ate a ſer ot Men in the King- 
dom, who by Reaſon they ſerve GOD according to their 
Conſciences, and the beſt Light the Word of GOD does 
afford em, have unqualify d *emſelves for any Office of 
Profit, or any place of Truſt; Theſe Gentlemen, with 
Regard to the Teſt 4d, and rather than want ſuch Offices 
of Profit, or ſuch Places of Truſt, have — em- 
ſelves by receiving the Sacrament of the Lords Supper, 


according to the Manner of the Church of England; this 


om have done for once or ſo, making Religion, and. 
ſuch a Solemn Sacrament as this, no more than a Staulk- 


ing Horſe,to compaſs their Deſigns, either ot Riches. or 


of Honour, And as theſe perſons have come occaſionally. 
into the Communion of the Church, ſo they have , occa- 
fionally left it, and continue in Communion with their 
Reſpective Conventicles. The Members of the Houſe of) 
Commons being fill'd with Indignation, that Religion and 
the Communion of the Church ſhou d thus be made the 
Objects of Contempt, and become no more than Proſti- 
tutes for the Service of baſe Deſigns, have twice (but 
with ſome Alterations and Abatements to ſhow with how much 


Temper they were furniſted) drawn up, paſsd, and __ | 
ritical . 


the Houſe of Lords, a Bill ro preyens this Hypc 
practice of Occaſional Conformity, Their Lordſhips, (at 


leaſt the Majority of their Houſe) have not. been in the. 


Humour, either the firſt or the ſecond Time, to comply. 
with the Motions of the Muſe of, Smmons And, continue 
thefe Higb- Flyers (but with how muth of Reaſon, let the 
World judge) chat they little —— their Loraſhips. 
conſidering the ſacred Characters of many of em ſhoud 
have been ſo coldly affected, for. the ſecurity and che 
Honour of their Church. Their Treatment of the Bill 
is Argument enough of the very ſlender Regard: they have 


for the Temple of the Lord, the primitive Simplicity, and 


the beſt conſtirured Church in all the World.” ; the 
Acred Memorial of the Death * Sacrifice O dur Savi- 
2 ou 


* 


Practice of Pietys «a } 


Peace and Union, and juſtly merit Immortal Ho- 
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out; a Buſineſs to be trifled wich? Muſt it be made the 

Foor · ſtool of Honour and Preferment ? ſhall Men diſpenſe |} | 

with their own Principles, and come and trample upon an che 

Ordinance of vaſt Importance, and all for a ſalary of fo er! 

much per Annum ? Shall the Boſom of the Engliſh Church ] Con 

be thus exposd, and bare to receive all Comers, 
ſhall Men alter, go off again, make Breaches in the Com-. || 'tW 
munion, and proſecute their own Factions and their in 

Schiſms, at the Expence of all Religion, and the fafe lar 

of the Government? Shall a BILL to prevent theſe the 

Abuſes be well form d, and Penalties aſſign'd for ſuch eie 

as ſhall leaye the Communion, ſo ſoon as they have Qu 

ſwallows the Sacrament ? Shall a Bill of his Nature be ſent be 
up to the HOUSE OF PEERS, and ſhall the the 

Pillars both of Church and State be the firſt that ſhall throw | cal 

it ont? Thus far the High-Flyers, in their Sacyrizing th 

the Houſe of Lords, and in defending the Bill againſt Oc- m 

caſional Conformi Ne „ 

However in a Bufineſs ſo publick, and of ſuch Impor- M. 
tance, one wou'd Imagine their Lordſhips ſhou'd have bl 
ſomething to ſay for *emſelves ( which never was, nor can it. 

be anſwer d) with Reference to their throwing out the Oc- N 

cafional Bill: As, | f 

Firſt, That the Diſſenters are altogether as good Sub- br 

jects, and wiſh as well to che preſenrGovernmenr, as thoſe th 
who are in ſtated Communion with the Church. They h; 

az heartily oppoſe and abjure rhe Prince of Wales, as any ni 
you can Name, they are perfectly well fatisfy*'d wich the 

Sueceſſion to the Crown, as by Law eſtabliſÞk*d, They are h 

as thankful for the Reformation, and as watchful againſt 1 C 

Popery, as you can win. « 

They pay their Taxes very chearfully, they perform b 
tze Duty of the Offices they enjoy, with as much Care I 
Aud Conſcience as can be expected. If the Sacrament A 
de imposd as a Teſt, to qualify, and they comply with | 

it, Where's the Harm on*t ?—Tconfeſs here*s the Appear- 1 

ance.of Reaſon on the fide ot their Lordſbips, and tho myAr- 
aments fall ſhort upon this Head, yet who knows( had we 6 

yes ig ſee it) bur there was great Occaſion for ſuch a Bill, 
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Secondly, May their Lordſhips argue, To remove all Oc- 


cafional Conformity, wou*'d be the ready way to throw 


the Confor ming, ard the Diſſenting Subjets at a great- 


er Diſtance than they are, and Deſtroy all Hopes of a 


Comprehenſion for the Future. The Diſſenters are not al- 
together inſenſible of the Uſage they meet wich, and 
'rwou'd be an odd way to win em over, to tye em with- 
in Church-Communion, by Penalties and Acts of Par- 
liamenr, when we ſee them occaſionally coming within 
the Church upon their own Heads, ſome out of Con- 
ſcience, and others that they may be ſerviceable to the 
Queen and Government. Their Tordſbips wou'd gladly 
be inform'd what great Prejudice the Church receiv'd, in 


the Reign of Queen Elizabeth, by ſuffering the Papiſts oc- 


caſionally ro communicate? She excus'd the Peers from 
their Obligation, to take the Oarh of ſupremacy, ſhe 
made em Privy Councellors, and Lords Lieutenants, and 
employ'd em in Affairs of the greateſt Conſequence. This 
Method drew over ſo many Catholicks,to the Church eſta- 
dliſh*d,rhat his Holineſs ſaw aNeceſſity of putting a ſtop to 
it. And what mighty Miſchiefs have we to apprehend from a 
Number of Honeſt well meaning Proteſtant Diſſenters, 
that have no ſuch Prejudice againſt the eſtabliſb d Church, 


but they can occaſionally conform; and by leaving 


the Church thus open, to receive them, what Numbers 
have turn'd their occaſional, into ſtared Commu- 
nion? * 
Mie ſee that this is a Step, by which many come over intire- 
ly to us, and the Children of others, do enter into a conſt ant 


"Communion with us ! And ſhall we go tocaſt a Scandal upon_ 


this, or diſcourage it? By Occaſional Conformity the Num- 
bers of Diſſenters are abated, by a maderate Computation, at 


leaſt n if not 4 Third.—Biſhop of Salisbury's 
8 | | p 


= 
U 
* * 


[2 -- 
* * 


Why, cis certainly ſo, there is ſomething (unanſwerable) 
under this Second particular, but (continue the High. Flyers) 
muſt the Two Huſes of Parliament ſuffer the Diſſenters 
to do Evil, that good may come? 
However, I leave the Hauſe of Commons, to turn 
their Lordſhips Management on this Head, int R; 


for really, tho# I ſay ic, I am a little inclin a ee 
on, and Unity, | 1 


N " Secondly, 
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1 Secondly, Having thus given the Occaſion of the Bill its 
due, we are now to conſider the Nature of the Bill it I may 
felkt—— © - | j 

Secondly, The Nature of the Bill, which their Loraſhips — 
have thrown by, may beſt appear from the penalty an- bee 
nex d, by the Houfe of Commons, to the Crime of Occa- ence 
ſional Conformity. And here I can't but take a very fair ¶ neu- 
Hint of che Tenderneſs, and good Diſpoſition of our lye: 
Commons, in Regard, the firſt Time the Bill appear d the xeſt 
Penalty was much feverer than it was the ſecond, One Dig 
Hundred Pounds, and fiue Pounds for every Day, that ſuch Co 
4 Perſon ſhall continue the Execution of his Oyfice,after be had off 
vum bis Head into a Conventicle, was ſomething more than 
only fifty Pounds for the ſame Offence. *Tis plain the KY ch 
Commons were not ſo hot upon the Matter, and ſo much 
out of Humour, but they could make Abatements, where 
their firſt Demands. had any Face of Perſecution and 
1 Severity. And alas! fay our High-Flyers, if Occa- 
—_ - ſional Conformity be a Crime, Wou'd they have it 
1 prevented at a cheaper Rate ? Woufd they have the 
4 Government (and the eftabliſh'd Church) ſecurd 
{| upon eaſier Terms, than Fifty Pound comes to? Laws 
without Sanctions are Things altogether uſeleſs and inſig- «1, 


M 3 nificant, they can neither give Hope or Fear? Obedience an 
nn and Diſobedience, in ſuch Caſes, are neither the better, pe 
=_ nor the worſe, than they were before: © 55 0 
38 Their Lordſhips, (continue theſe High-Flyers) it ſeems, 
| J wou'd have remov d the Crime, but they couf'd not ap- th: 

prove the Puniſhment, like over-indulgent Mothers, m. 


Et: 
| to act juſt as they pleaſe, till they ruin both themſelves, Dj 

i =. and the Families they belong ro. Theſe are methods full p. 
| q of Tenderneſs indeed! Let aan play faſt and looſe with le 

0 . Religion, ſtretch his Conſcience to what Size he pleaſes, by 

he 

| | 

? 

| 


all never ſmart for Thus far our High-Plyers. M 


Rut methinks *©woud be worth the while, ro hear what pu 
their Lordſhips can ſay for *emſelves, upon this Parti- in 
cular; and 2 | w 
Firſt, They argue from the PREAMBLE; to the Bill, {m 
road, 1702. The words are theſe, , As ng+ mi 


bing Ts more contrary to the Profeſſion of Chriſtian Religion, 
uud particularly to the Doctrine of tha CHURCH OF 


_ aha. £5 n 
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ENGLAND, than Perſecution for Conſcience only; in due 
conſideration, &. Now if the Genius of Chriſtianity, 
may their Lordſhips ſay, and eſpecially the Doctrine of 
the, Engliſh Church, be ſo unperſecuting, and fo mild, 
why muſt a Fifty Pound-Forfeiture be exacted of Men, 
becauſe they Worſhip GOD according to their Conſci- 
ence | Gonſcience and Ghriftianity,it ſeems, are good Fri 
never lay Hand upon each other; but the miſchief of it 
lyes here, the Chriſtianiry of the Commons wou'd gladly 
reſtrain and perſecute the Conſcience and Chriſtianity of 
Difſenters. It rhere's any other Reaſon, chan 
Conſcience, let us know what it is? Don's Difſenters in 
Office, diſcharge the Duty of their Poſts, as well as other 
Hen? Have they praftic'd any ill Deſigns upon the 
Church and State? And if they are thus well affected, 
and upon Occaſion, will come over, and communicate 
with our Church, where*s the Harm ont? Shall we treat 
thoſe with the urmoſt ſevericy, that come neareſt to 
and are not only embark*d upon the ſame Bottom, in all the 
Eſſentials of the Chriſtian Faith, but are partly Symboliz- 
ing in Things indifferent ? | | 

Why truly, I can ſay little to this matter: But twou d 
ſeem the Chriſtianity be and t 
out Commons, are ſomething of a Different Complexion, 
and that theyre mutually Diſſenters to each other; tho 
perhaps all of em may have receivd the Elements, ac- 
cording tothe ſame Rites and Uſage. 

Secondly, Their Lordſhips argue thus upon the matter, 
that the occaſional Bill, with a Fifty Pound Penalty, does 
manifeſtly make an Inroad upon the A of Toleration, 


The Deſign of which 4# was to exempt all Proteſtam 


Diſſenting Subjects, from ſuffering by the Force of certain 


Penal Laws; now ſhou'd ſucha Penal Bill paſs, the 74- 


leration might indeed remain a Bauble to pleaſe Children, 
but Men of ſenſe wou'd have other Thoughts of che 
Matter. Was the Toleration removed, then the Mask were 
pulled off, and the management exposed. To talk of maintain- 
ing involably the Tolerat in- Ad, and in the mean 
while co paſs the Bill, is but to tye up the Right - hand, and 
ſmite the Diſſenters with the Left: Wouẽd it not be a 
mighty ſatisfaction to a Man, when, ene has rob d him 


heir Lordfhips,and the Chriſtianity of | 
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to bid him be eaſy, there are Laus in Force, which 
won' r ſee him wrong d? Let the De Juve of it be where ir 
will, the Man is ſure, he*s robb*d De facto; Laws, fhou'd 
matters go at this Rate, woud be much lite Houſe-holds 
Buff, ſome for Ornament, and (ome for Uſe. 

Ik rhis be the State of the Caſe, and the Commons be 
for dropping the Tolgration Act, I fhall een drop *em 
too, and crave leave to come off from this Second Parti- 
cular, by the Strength of their own Reaſon. 

1 ſhall next conſider the Tendency of the Bill, for 1 defign 
to be pretty ſhort with their Lordſhips. And who (ſay 
our High-Flyers) that has the uſe of Fe Senſes couꝭd ever 
Imagine bur the Tendency of the Bill; was to ſecure the 
Government, that Power might be only lodged in the 
Hands of Conſciencions Church-men, and that ſuch Perſons 
who wiſh and pray for a Revolution, might have their 
Hands ty*d up, and fo be reduc*d to a Civil Kind of Im- 

ency. Twou'd have provided for the Honour of the 

Church, that her ſacred Inflicurions might not ſuffer by 
Hande and Hearts, that are covetous and prophane. In- 
deed their Lordſhips Refuſal of the Bill, whoſe Tendency 
is ſuch, muſt needs fil/ up their Characters with THE 
BLACK EST LINES, and che Religious part of 
the Nation, muſt * take the Hint, and open their 
Mouths, upon ſuch Occaſions as theſe Thus far the 
High- Nyers.— But as every Cauſe has two ſides, we ſhall 
take Notice, how their Lordſbips can turn and repreſent the 
Hatter, and 


Firſt, Their Lordſbips may be ſuffered to ſay the indecency 
of Zeal, with which the Commons have puſhrd forward the 
Nil, was Argument enough of ſome latent Per fecuting Deſign, 
at the Bottom of it, and upon Occafion ſome of the 
Commons have ſufficiently ſhown *emſelves ; Witneſs the 
kreral Piece of Malice, which you have in a Pri 
Speech for the Bill, che words are theſe. And are 
raid t diſoblige a Party of Men that are againſt the 
burch and Government? Whoſe Principle of Hatred, and 
Malice to the Family of the Stuarts deſcends to em by Tn+ 
beritance? Men that - offer*d open Violence to her Ma. 
Jet Royal Grandfather ; Men thay have not only the 
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ich Tmpudente at this time,” to juſt ie that Fat, but to turn 
"C1" "the Day of his Murther into-Ridicule, and herp à Caltes 
Mr d Head Hall in the City. And can we imagine, that thoſe 
51 wha are Enemies to Her Majeſties Per ſon and Office, and that 
were for Hinder ing Her from coming to the Throne, wou not 
de be glad of an Opportunity to ſhove ber anc of it ?!——The Bi- 
" ſhop ot Sali, burn has given us tar Intimition of dis own 
mth fut piron, of ſomething that wou'd follow upon ig, fi 
true he don't tell us The Pretended Prince was rege d by 
- the Promoters of the Bill; but Men that know fenfe; will 
very eaſily make a Conjecture that way. It the Teifer- 
ver val between the two laſt Seſſims, I remember chat being 
the in Company with 2 Member. of the Houſe of Commis, an 
diſeourſiog with ſome Freedom, vpon this Sul jekt, He 
4 told me t vas very Apparent, the Promoters of the Bill had 


TIS. 


5+ ſomething mote in their Intention, to which rhe Oc. 
Tj "CASIONAL' BILL was id mote thay "the 
* | © incroduttion. DOUBLE INTENDE RS: tay 


Yy © ſerve. upen the Stage, leſt the Modeſt 'of an-Au- 
n. dience ihou'd be ſhock'd; but they ill fuit che Gha- 


1 racters of the repreſenting Body ot che Narion,' 

: - © Seconely, Their Lordſhips 2 rive "the Nl 
* "Tendency of the Bill, was to create Diſunion and Diſei among 
4 ber Majeſties Subjects. The Dijſenters can t be luppos'd'to 
j- de inſenfible, and if ſo, they muſt upon Evhtequetce 
, have reſented ſuch Treatment as the Bill wou'd ha gien 


em; and tho che Diſſent ing Body might not have tun into 
Extreams upon this Occafion, y the Ferment W ave 
worb'd ſilently within em. And the Policy of it ſeifms won- 


4 -* gerful, that the Government And the F ſtabliſfu Church 
; ceou'd be ſecurd by Methods that difettly tend to H 
| und diſremember,ſovaſt x Body bf her Majeſties Lbyat Sub- 


jects. Strength and ſafety in Bogie;,politick,at well at natutal, ® 
5 Saß en and gd Di peſttiam therefore fay theith ord. | | 
ffn ps, we cou d not fo far give up the Intereſt WA, a 1 
| ally mann, in the AﬀeQions of her People, merely to 
gravity wafx, hich was the moſt warmly promoted 
. Perſons who have hitherto deterv'd no dens tle 
: that char of Fgcobiter; and upon their own; Prificiples 
tant be fuppos d. ſo true tothe prefent Govetilmmetit, as 
- (Boſe whom they'd incapatitate * ferve her Majelty. F 
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Ian offer nothing againſt their LORDSHIP+ 
upon this Particular, without Violence to my o 
. Reafan, and the TRUTH AND JUSTICE « 


the Cauſe, tg. 2 ry A wv 
- Thirdly, Their Lordſhips. have ſomething farther to offer . 
+4 Conſequence upon the Diſcord and Diſunion the Bill won 1 
, ereate, that *rwou'd cur off all Thoughts of a CON. 
-PREHENSION, for when the Minds of Men are 
W || - ruf'd with hard Uuſage, and ill Treatment, there's n. 
© ; working upon their Reaſon at ſuch 2 Time. And th: 
Paſig tbe Bill, wou'd ſhow we had worſe Apprehenſi- 
- , ons of em than they really deſerve, as if their payip:; 
| ; "worſhip to GOD in an unceremonious ſimple way, was ſo grea 
MW Crime, that it immediately cender'd fem unworthy 57 
18 be concerned in a Civil Society; And for this Reaſon a; 
_ e Learned Prelate, was pleas'd to ſay, in th 
=  . Hoyle of Lords.— That it was well known by ſome Books b. 
1 © Bad formerly, publiſbed that he had been no great avourer of the 
| enters, hut ſince that Time, he had met with an Opportunity 
reer em better, and he must own he found em to. be Mei. 
enter Moderation and Piety then he formerly thought em, 
ö 77 as be was nom Antient, and had but little Lime to live, 
* thought . himſelf obliged to do em this Juſtice before he 
| 4 | 5 theſe words 7 3 On Effect ) this Ki 
. Biſhop was pleas d tg expreſs, himſelf; ſo that tis plain, 
from his Loraſhips Sentiments, and e Throwj 
the Bill againſt Occaſional Conformity out tie Houſe of 
Tord, that the Tendency of the Bill looks a little danger- 
"ous and ill Natur d. oy ety | 
n the laſt place here's yet, the Seaſon when this Bill ap- 
- » pear'd, which I mpſt acknowledge the laſt Retuge, upon 
-, winch-I can build 3 S4 TI X againit their Lord- 


"i . a 1 I. ' ( | 

* 5 The Seaſon ſeems; a little Dangerous, tis true, and the 
3 of War are uncertain, let the Allyances be 

5 2 willz and chis wouf'd ſeem to furniſh Argument 


— 
. * — 
14 
i 8 
4 So , 


4 mity. 43} * Via en 
da our Flieb.Nyers—.— the Church at well & Civil 
= Libergy he at Stake, tis without Queſtion, very fer 
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out the Bill againſt Oceaſional Confor- 
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1 | 
can we entertain of thoſe LORD S, who put a Stop to 
ſuch 4 Deſign? The COMMONS ijngeed, had other 
Buſineſs upon their Hands, but has any Part of it deen left 
unfiniſh'd ? And it they cou'd find Leifure under. fo | 
preſſing Circumſtances, to attend this glorious Peice of 
Service, What achnowledgments do we owe them for it 
This far the High-Flyers.—But now their Lordſhips come 


up Wich their Reaſons, and cis but CIVIL. we ſhaud 


give them the Hearing, and they urge the Matter Home 
after this Manner, Don“ the French King equally deſign the 
Ruin of the Church-Men and Diſſenters? He has no Tadul- 
gence for the che, ot for the. other; and are 
they not equally © concera%d to maintain the Reforma- 
tion? And can this be theSeaſon to perſecute each other, 
when the greateſt Union and Affection may poſſibly prove 
oo little? The Factions within the Halle of - Jeruſa- 
em, were 4 great Inftrument of Ruine to that devote 
City, when they had the greateſt Neceſſity to Joyn Hearts - 
and Hands againſt the Roman Forces, that were batreri 
down their Walls. And one wou'd imigine'4 to near - 
militude between the Cireumſtances of that 42 People and 
aur own. What Dependance can our AKL. LT ES have 
upon us, ſhou'd we go together by the Ears at Home? 
ou'd we lock back upon the Roman Hijlory, we ſhou d 
find this to have been a ſtared Rule in Policy; that even 
in Times of Ntſecution at home, when any conſiderable 
Danger threatned the Empire from abroad, the Flames 
immediately were eXtinguiſhd, aud all was Peace and 
good will, till the Ruine from abroad wis blown. over. 
And ſhall we begin to read backward, the bet Paliticks | 
other Nations? Shall we divide at Home, that | 
may be ours abroad? The very Hint of this Ma- 
nagement is enough to put Life and Chung into K- 
n | N „ ener 
I'm now oblig'd to acknowledge fairly, I harre 
"Lt my LAST HOLD;.1 1 my ſelf 
into 4 Convert, and a Friend to their. Lordſbips, and 
but that the TITLE is printed off, I ſhould cer- 
"rainly make Amendments ro it. The Reader may 
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Ie: "wh unde. Piet. 
hoof” "take" the Judgement. for me, if this $ A F 
on the "Hoſe of Lords, be. inconbſtent with my Kew 
"Pradies Ted © ot the Gave; to ROSS IO, diſ- 
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n the goth o i Inftant Me," vin be 
| 2 y Fund 1b. N ew Athenian Oecle, 


Rr Parts; viz. 1. The 7 Oracle: 


| r, A Hector — or tender eee this P t 
A . 75 A more Speculatixe l Ne Nia 
- "he over. 0 — 2. The. Philo 
\ exllancogs- Oracle, whete Poems that are 25 us 220 
. and Poetical Qneſtions anſwer din the 


me Faculty 3. The Serret Oracle, diſcover- 
Hag'ithe Art Nature, but refin'd from every In- 


deeenoy that vou d diſobnge the moſt modeſt Reader. 
| . N EH ATHERõ, ii a late 
nent, _ given the World à Promiſe 
g 155 New Arbenian oracle, do be conti- 
7 Bo Free Hp Pie. But upon Second Thoughts 
| 5 5 D take ew Meaſures. There are 
. FIR ot Curious, ani uncommon Oueftions, 
_ 4 dra Smith's Coffer: Houſe, in Stocls- Market, 
e tde Publick had Notice of this Deſign 3 and a ; 
| Serge oblige” the Members ty Write too 
Tauer rte, and not 8 Bye 05 Leiſure enough to 


I . : Rh * to Gor, thoſe Obſervarions aud 
1 per e 
3 w 16 O ale wii therefore be continued in 


„ | 1 - 55 64. eb, til the Queſtion Proje@ is > compleatedy 


